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History of Schaumburg Township District Library 
1958 To 1967 

by Michael Madden 
  
  
            A sub-group of the Home Owner’s Association in Hoffman Estates began 
work in 1958 in an attempt to start a library in the area.  The committee met 
several times with neighboring library directors (Elgin, Roselle and Palatine) in 
order to determine what exactly would be involved in creating a library for the 
community.  This committee also had the support of the Hoffman Estates 
Women’s Club.  Through the generosity of Jack Hoffman of F and S. 
Construction, a location in the basement of the caretaker’s house in the 
Community Center was offered as a site for the Library. 
  
            The plan was to collect books throughout the community and to also seek 
donations to help fund this library project.  There was also a plan to charge 
families $2.00 a year for the use of the library facility.  During the January 17, 
1959 incorporation referendum for the Village of Hoffman Estates, library 
supporters approached voters to ask for their financial support of the library. 
  
            There were a large number of volunteers involved throughout the early 
stages of this volunteer library.  Many of those early volunteers still live in the 
area.  All of them agree that the main organizer behind the entire library 
movement in the township was Jean Davenport.  Diane Woodhouse served as the 
chair of the committee planning the library and also along with Jean Davenport 
solicited funds from residents in the community.  The other members of the 
founding committee were Reverend Albert Harkins, Leonard Pecilunas, Bonnie 
Samuels and Berenice Suttle.  Early in 1959, Jean Davenport took over the 
leadership of the committee seeking a library for the community.  The drive in 
January of 1959 resulted in contributions totaling $233.00.  With some other 
donations received, the committee had almost reached their goal of $550.00, the 
amount needed to start a library. 
  
            During 1959, the Village of Schaumburg also created a library committee 
with Mrs. Frank Wiley and Mrs. Fred Groen as members.  The Schaumburg 
committee worked on having a bookmobile from the Fox River Valley Regional 
Library Association come into the township.  In January of 1960, the bookmobile 
made it first visit to Schaumburg Township stopping at Schaumburg Junior High 
School on Schaumburg Road.  The next visit on February 5th stopped at two 
locations: Schaumburg Junior High School and the Hoffman Estates shopping 
plaza.  Mrs. Davenport and the Hoffman Estates committee also joined in the 
support of this bookmobile project.  However, as Mrs. Davenport reported to the 
press, the bookmobile could only continue until November, 1960 since its funding 
from a federal grant will end early in 1961. 
  



            The committee had abandoned its plan to locate in the basement of the 
caretaker’s house and instead was working with School District #54 to open a 
library in Hoffman School starting in January, 1961.  The School District though 
made it clear at a November, 1960 meeting that this arrangement was temporary 
and that the library can not be housed indefinitely at Hoffman School.  Early in 
January 1961 the new library was planned to open.  However, it did not actually 
open until April 6th.   The committee named it the Arthur Hammerstein Library.  
Mr. Hammerstein and his wife Dorothy Dalton had both been involved in the 
theatrical field and had a farm in the township which later became the location of 
the first Hoffman Estates Village hall.  Mr. Hammerstein had been a Broadway 
producer and also was the uncle of the composer Oscar Hammerstein.  His wife 
Dorothy Dalton had been a prominent silent movie star.  The new elected 
committee for the Hammerstein Library was Jean Davenport (President), Mrs. 
Ralph Zimmerman (Vice-President), Mrs. James Stoner (Secretary) and Nick 
Chochron (Treasurer). 
  
            In preparation for the new library, a number of donations were sought and 
received.  Pure Oil Company donated the book stacks from their newly closed 
office in downtown Chicago.  John Steffen, a local contractor, donated his time to 
remodel the school area which would house the library.  F & S Construction 
contributed $500.00 and the community donated around 4,000 books for the new 
facility.  Hours set for the new library were: Thursdays (7:30 to 10:00 p.m.) and 
Saturdays (11:30 to 1:30).  A librarian living in the community named Nancy 
Allan led the organizing and cataloging of the library collection.  She also was 
later named the “acting director” of the library. 
  
            The committee was very concerned about the fact that Hoffman School 
was only a temporary location for the library.  Plans were made to hold a 
referendum for a tax supported public library that would serve all of Schaumburg 
Township.  It was felt that neither the Village of Schaumburg nor the Village of 
Hoffman Estates was large enough to support a public library.  A referendum was 
scheduled for September 8, 1962.  Also six persons filed with the township clerk 
to be trustees of that new public library if the referendum was successful.  The six 
persons were: Nell Engler, George Pearson, Harold Bond, Robert Powell, 
Roderick Botts and Dorothy Helland.  At this same time, the School District 
asked that the library move out of Hoffman School in August, 1962 since the 
space was needed for students for the 1962-1963 school year. 
  
            The referendum was a success and the voters approved the creation of the 
Schaumburg Township Public Library.  There were 430 votes in favor of the 
Library and 69 votes against the formation of a library.  On September 19th, the 
new library board met at the home of Mr. Botts.  The Board formed two 
committees.  One committee would examine various rentals to find a location 
suitable for a library.  The other committee would meet with Mayor Atcher of 
Schaumburg to gain his support of the public library establishment. 
  



            The first committee found a home located near Schaumburg and Roselle 
Roads that was available for rent.  There were also a number of legal matters that 
needed to be taken care of.  The Arthur Hammerstein Library that existed needed 
to transfer its entire collection and resources to this newly formed public library.  
A temporary librarian Mrs. Brading was appointed by the Board.  The new house 
was renovated and opened as a library in early 1963.  The Board then turned their 
attention to the hiring of a full-time library director to run the building.  After 
several interviews, Colleen Amundson was hired as library director starting in 
June, 1963.   
  
            The Board also began to plan for the construction of a regular public 
library.  Both the Village of Hoffman Estates and the Village of Schaumburg had 
offered sites but there were also some political concerns that the Board faced.  
Relationships at the time between Schaumburg and Hoffman Estates were not 
very good.  As a result, the trustees of the public library did not want to have a 
facility connected with either village.  Still they wanted the library to be in the 
center of the township which is the Schaumburg/Roselle Road area.  Eventually a 
site one block north of Schaumburg Road and a little west of Roselle Road was 
selected.  That site had the advantage of being unincorporated land located 
between the two villages and also was near the center of the township.  The 
disadvantage of the site was that the new library had to have its own well for 
water and had to have a septic system. 
  
            Throughout 1964 and 1965, hours were greatly expanded and now the 
library was open six days a week.  The collection and staff were also expanded.  
And the planning for the new library on a short street soon to be renamed Library 
Lane took a considerable amount of time.  That new 8,400 square foot library 
facility opened on January 9, 1966 at a cost of $94,569.00.  Only the first floor 
was finished and the lower level was an unfinished basement used mainly for 
storage.  The new address was 32 West Library Lane.  Library Lane was only a 
block long and the other facility on the street was Bethel Baptist Church. 
  
            In 1967 Colleen Amundson announced that she would be leaving her 
position in June to relocate to the Minneapolis area.  At this time, plans were in 
process for finishing the lower level of the library.  The new lower level would 
have a greatly expanded children’s department as well as a meeting room.  Also, 
during 1966 and 1967, three staff members were hired who continued working for 
the library over the next forty years (Jane Davey, Shirley Jones, and Patricia 
Llerandi).  In 1967 the daytime staff consisted of four persons: the director 
(Colleen Amundson), a circulation staff member (Jane Davey), a technical 
services staff member (Grace Linden) and a business manager/acquisition staff 
member (Adeline Olson).  Part-time employees staffed the library on evenings 
and weekends (Pat Llerandi and Shirley Jones). 
  
            For the 1966-1967 fiscal year, the Library had 16,000 books and had a 
circulation of 85,000.  5,100 families had registered at the Library.  The Library 



was open 62 hours a week and served a total township population of 22,000.  The 
following chart shows the budget for that year: 
  
  

Income Source Amount 

Taxes $80,700.00 

Fines and other income     2,500.00 

Transfer from Township     5,000.00 

            TOTAL $88,200.00 

    

Expenditures Amount 

Salary – Director $  7,596.25 

Salary – Other Staff $12,142.11 

Salary – Maintenance $  2,275.83 

Library Materials $27,089.04 

Operating Expenses $  8,325.13 

             TOTAL $57,428.36 

  
The Board was trying to accumulate extra money to cover the cost of the 
remodeling of the basement.  In the previous fiscal year, there was a balance of 
$26,894.04. 
  
            During the summer of 1967, the Board interviewed several candidates for 
the position of library director.  In September, 1967 the Board hired Michael 
Madden at an annual salary of $9,200.  Michael Madden began on October 2, 
1967 as Library Director and served in that position until December 31, 2008. 

 


