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STPL 

By Ad Olson, former employee 

 

The Schaumburg Township Library, affectionately called STPL by the 

employees, was established in 1962, seven years after we had moved 

to Hoffman Estates.  When I applied in 1963, there was a Library Board, 

a modest little 2 bedroom house, a librarian, two high school shelvers 

and a need for a clerk. 

 

There had been a house-to-house collection of books so the shelves 

were not completely empty.  One "bedroom" was designated for 

children and young adults, the other for adults with biographies in the 

closet and newspapers and magazines were stored in the bathroom.  

Where else?!  In the living room books were checked in and out.  The 

reference area was pathetic - a little nook, a small table, 2 chairs and 10 

or 12 volumes on the shelf.  The kitchen was the work room. 

 

My job was to greet patrons, check out books, type overdue notices, 

type cards for the card catalog and file them.  As I recall, the work day 

was about 4 hours (1:00 to 5:00).  To make the work more interesting, 

the librarian, Colleen Amundsen, had a baby 3 or 4 months old who 

occupied a play pen near the check-out desk.  If she was busy and 



Charley needed a bottle or a diaper change, it was up to me.  

Fortunately he was a good baby who slept a lot. 

 

Colleen ordered a lot of books and in addition we could borrow books 

from the Illinois State Library, especially children's books.  So in no time 

at all it started to look like a bona fide library. 

 

Soon it became a very busy place.  Hoffman Estates and Schaumburg 

were growing by leaps and bounds and the library became "something 

to do".  We increased the hours to full time and included a couple of 

evenings. 

Finally  the library board hired an architect to erect a small library at 32 

W. Library Lane, about a half mile north.  In 1965, with the help of Boy 

Scouts and scoutmasters we managed to get all the books moved to the 

new spacious facility - it looked that way to us.  It  was all on one floor 

with an unfinished basement for expansion.   

 

In 1967 Colleen's husband took on a new job in Minnesota so Colleen 

resigned.  While the library board searched for a new librarian, I 

became Acting Librarian for about nine months.  I hired some clerks 

and shelvers and took on a job I was not really prepared for - many 

times wishing that there was someone to give me advice.  Michael 

Madden was hired and incidentally, he is still the Director of STPL - 

must be close to 75.  All this time I was doing the staff payroll and 

paying the bills.   

 

Schaumburg Township was growing in industry, commerce and 

population and soon it was time to build again.  This time the new 

building would encompass the existing structure and we would have 

business as usual during construction.  Sometime in the early 70's we 

had a larger, efficient facility, some 50-60 employees and 4-5 librarians. 

 



My job started to lean toward the business and away from circulation 

and books.  Actually I kind of liked it.  I was about 55 and it was more 

peaceful and quiet.  I was named Business Manager and Secretary to 

the Director.  I did payroll, paid invoices, typed letters and typed Library 

Board Minutes.  I was a notary and available for library patrons. 

 

A couple of wings were added and I got a nice, large, private office and 

a young lady assistant.  We plodded through the next decade or so with 

minor changes.  Because there was no precedent, when something new 

came up I had to "wing" it and hope it would satisfy the annual 

auditors. 

 

We began to have Sunday hours - open from 1:00 to 5:00.  This 

necessitated me working every other Sunday to do a payroll for Sunday 

workers. 

 

I retired from STPL in July 1984 at the age of 65 leaving 2 branch 

libraries, a staff of 100+ and a feeling of satisfaction for a job well done. 

 

In the 1990's the old library was abandoned and a new huge beautiful 

computerized building was built in another part of Schaumburg.  The 

last I heard, the staff is now about 300 and STPL is the second largest 

library in Illinois, next to Chicago Public. 

 


