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PLEASE NOTE 
 
 The statements in this newsletter cited as quotes from other newsletters, quarterlies, 
etc., are quotations and not necessarily fact.  I try not to reproduce statements that have 
been denied as being true and also those statements that are “old news” and have been 
quoted over a few years. 
 
 I would like to remind you that a few extra “paper” copies of all newsletters are filed 
at the “Ask Us” Desk on the 2nd floor along with the “handouts” summary sheet.  Please 
remember that you can take any of the extra paper copies in the folder.  The Newsletter as 
well as all “handout” summaries for a particular program will be contained in a folder 
specifically for that program date e.g. Newsletter as well as “handout” summary for 
program on 1/12/10 are contained in a separate folder.  Each program date will have its 
own folder.  If you do not find a copy in the manila “extra” folder, you will have to copy 
from the permanent file binder.  If the staff has trouble finding the folders, please let me 
know. 
 
 More importantly, electronic PDF copies of the Newsletter and the “handouts” 
summary for our monthly program can be obtained electronically as PDF files from our 
Library’s Genealogy Blog called “Tony’s Genealogy Blog at the Schaumburg Township 
District Library”.  This is a WordPress blog that you can reach directly at: 
 
   http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
 Look on the right side of the blog for links within the “Newsletter” category and the 
“Program Handouts” category.  You can read the material online, download as a PDF file to 
your computer or print it from the blog. 
 
 If anyone needs to contact me via e-mail, you may reach me at the Schaumburg 
Township District Library at: 
 
     akierna@stdl.org 
 
 Or if you need to reach me the old fashioned way by phone, please contact me 
through the Schaumburg Township District Library at 847-923-3390.  I now can 
also be reached by direct FAX at the Schaumburg Township District Library.  The 
FAX number in Reference is 847-923-3335. 
 
 I am at the library each Monday, Tuesday (except on program dates) and 
Wednesday morning from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Reference Office should you need to 
meet me to obtain assistance in your research plan.  Please let me know in advance if you 
plan on dropping in on these days so we can schedule a convenient time slot within those 
hours. 
 
Tony Kierna - Genealogy Coordinator/Schaumburg Township District Library 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
SEPTEMBER 8, 2015 GENEALOGY PROGRAM TOPIC 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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Our next genealogy program will take place on Tuesday evening, September 8, 

2015.  
 

We will have another “break-out” session for our gathering on September 8, 2015.   
Our previous attempts proved to be quite a good success.  I would like us to build on those 
successes and afford those participants the opportunity to meet with those again or sample 
other groups.   
 

After an initial introduction of new participants at the start of our normally scheduled 
meeting, we will establish our “breakout” groups at approximately 7:45 PM.  We would have 
these breakout discussions from about 8:00 PM until about 9:30 PM.  These groups would 
consist of about 7 to 8 participants.  They would discuss some common topic of genealogy 
that interests them or from which they could learn even more to assist their research from 
sharing with others in the group and learning from others within the group. 
 

The groups we previously tried seemed to work out quite well.  I want to go with 
those same groups and am open to suggestions to attempt to add others or delete those 
that may not have a following. 
 

I want to reconvene the following groups: 
 
  Polish Researchers 
  German Researchers 
  Czech Researchers 
  Irish Researchers 
  Italian Researchers 
  British Researchers 
  Scandinavian Researchers 
  Colonial Americans Researchers 
  Sharing Your Printed Family Histories/How To 
 

I also will have a Beginner’s Group that I will lead. 
 

We will also have the computer in the room for anyone to access the internet. 
 

I would also encourage participants to bring their personal laptop or netbook to 
these sessions and tap into the internet via our WiFi network.  I saw many researchers 
doing this at our last breakout session and they found it very productive to access internet 
information while being in one of the groups if they wanted to show something to someone 
else at the table. 
 

Please remember that the group’s composition is based on the numbers that will 
participate.  If only one person is present to participate in the Polish group, then we cannot 
have a Polish group that evening.  I cannot guarantee there will be enough participants to 
form a group.  In that case I would always recommend participating in another ethnic group 
of interest if that is also in your research interests or join me at the Beginner’s Group. 
 

The key to this effort is to be flexible in selecting a group to work with. 
 

I look forward to our next “break-out” session on September 8, 2015. 
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You may visit the library’s web page at: 

 
   www.SchaumburgLibrary.org  
 
to view a Calendar of Events section of the library web page for this program and for many 
more non-genealogical programs offered by our library. 
 

You can also visit the Genealogy Blog of the library that is authored by Tony Kierna.  
Visit the blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com for all things related to genealogy 
and the genealogy programs at the Schaumburg Township District Library. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS 
 
 Glad you could join us as you embark on a rather adventurous journey into the 
unknown and far-reaching past!  Please see me so I can get to know you and the details of 
the “journey” you plan to take.  Make sure you receive from me a special “newcomer” 
package of materials that will help you take your first big steps. 
 
 I would greatly appreciate your taking the time to fill out and return to me a simple 
questionnaire that I use to better understand areas of research into which you may delve as 
well as your having access or not to a home personal computer. 
 
 Please feel free to become acquainted with the Genealogy Collection at Schaumburg 
Township District Library.  Our book material is generally located in the 929.1XXXX to 
929.3XXXX sections of both the Circulating Collection as well as the Reference Collection.  
The library also has a Video, Audio and Microform Collection of Genealogy material located 
in the AV-Department.  The materials in AV are also identified in the same Dewey number 
range as the printed material.  These are two great browsing areas for you to review 
introductory material. 
 
 For book material I would like to recommend as a starter a book titled Unpuzzling 
Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy by Emily Anne Croom (929.1 CRO).  A companion 
book that would follow Unpuzzling Your Past is The Genealogist’s Companion & Sourcebook 
also by Emily Anne Croom (929.1 CRO).  These two books present a good place to begin 
familiarizing yourself with the field of Genealogy.  Feel free to check these out. 
 
 If you have access to the Internet, you may want to check out a Getting Started web 
page that appears at the National Genealogical Society web site.  The address is: 
 
   http://www.ngsgenealogy.org//cs/getting_started 
 

Our participants are a great group of friendly people who are willing to help each 
other in their quest to discover their ancestors.  Don’t be shy to mingle!!  You may be 
sitting next to a long, lost relative!? 
 
 Welcome to the group! 
 

http://www.schaumburglibrary.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/getting_started
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
WHO WE ARE AND WHERE WE ARE LOOKING - FOLLOW-UP 
 
 Here is an update on our participant information that I am tracking.  My database to 
date includes information on 199 participants that have returned a filled-out questionnaire 
to me.  I have received updates from many of you since our last meeting.  You truly are a 
very sharing group in your willingness to share your personal information with others 
attending our genealogy program concerning your research efforts. 
 
 From the filled-out questionnaires that have been returned to me, the numbers show 
that they are searching for a total of 1,566 surnames among all of the individuals. 
 
 Remember, that I will bring to the program a current group report that I would 
appreciate you reviewing and marking any additions, deletions or changes for your 
particular information that you would like me to make onto the report itself.  I will leave one 
updated report by the genealogical material by the “Ask Us” Desk on the 2nd floor for you 
to reference in-between meetings.  I will make additions/deletions to the participants that 
will be reflected in the listing of participants contained in the red binder that will be on the 
shelves at the combined Information/Magazine desk. 
 
 If you are in the library and need to review please ask someone at the “Ask Us” Desk 
on the 2nd floor for the material.  Also check for this binder at my desk in the Reference 
Office if you do not find it at the “Ask Us” Desk.  
 
 Any feedback from you is welcome concerning the report and the material included 
in it.  I do occasionally make typos or I possibly misread what you provided. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
SHORT TAKES / POTPOURRI 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter June 29, 2015, July 
2, 2015, July 6, 2015, July 8, 2015, July 10, 2015, July 15, 2015 and are copyright 2015 by 
Richard W. Eastman.    They are re-published here with the permission of the author. 
Information about the newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com. 
 
Ireland Reaching Out Creates “Reverse Genealogy” (June 29, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · June 29, 2015 · Current Affairs, Online Sites · 9 Comments  

http://www.eogn.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/06/29/ireland-reaching-out-creates-reverse-genealogy/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/current-affairs/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/06/29/ireland-reaching-out-creates-reverse-genealogy/#comments
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Ireland Reaching Out, also called Ireland XO, is a non-
profit organisation financed largely by the Irish government. The organization tracks down 
the descendants of those who left for America, Australia and other countries. Instead of 
waiting for people of Irish descent to trace their roots, Ireland XO volunteers worldwide are 
networking with people of Irish descent in their local areas, helping to build bridges between 
the present and the past by connecting people with the home parishes of their ancestors. 
Volunteers then invite the descendants to visit the homeland. Ireland Reaching Out hopes to 
build a database of the Irish diaspora containing 30 or 40 million names. 

The Ireland Reaching Out web site states: 

“Whether you have emigrated recently or have never been to Ireland, we welcome 
Irish people from all over the world and those who share an affinity for our rich and varied 
cultural heritage. We are a community with no geographical boundaries, connected first 
through bonds of people and place, and then developed through our shared celebration of 
culture and friendship, both online and offline. 

“Of the estimated 70 million people of Irish descent living outside of Ireland today, 
many are unsure of where in Ireland they originate from, or if there are any living relatives 
still there. We aim to help these people discover the story of their family history and 
reconnect them with the Ireland of today.” 

Another part of the web site states: 

“A key part of this programme is the concept of “reverse genealogy” as a way of 
connecting with the descendants of Parish emigrants. Instead of waiting for descendants 
from the area to get in touch, Ireland Reaching Out groups use genealogical research 
methods to engage directly with the existing Parish Diaspora.” 

Ireland Reaching Out is a non-profit organisation that is funded 
by the Department of Foreign Affairs and also the Heritage Council of Ireland. It has close 
relationships with many state bodies such as the National Library of Ireland as well as local 
authorities such as County Councils. The primary reason for this monumental effort is 
financial: returning Irish descendants bring cash to spend. A few may even be tempted to 
move back to Ireland, bringing with them skills learned abroad. 

The Ireland Reaching Out web site includes a message board and encourages Irish 
descendants to post messages about their ancestry. There is a separate message board for 

http://www.irelandxo.com/
http://www.irelandxo.com/
http://www.irelandxo.com/
http://www.irelandxo.com/


 7 8/3/2015 

each parish. The site alo explains the concepts of civil parishes, ecclesiastical or church 
parishes, townlands, baronies, poor law unions, and more. 

You can visit Ireland Reaching Out at http://www.irelandxo.com/. 

Why Was the Information Removed from Online? (July 2, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 2, 2015 · Genealogy Basics · 35 Comments  

A newsletter reader sent an email to me today expressing dissatisfaction that a set 
of images of vital records has been removed from a popular genealogy site. Indeed, 
removal of any online records of genealogical value is sad, but not unusual. Changes such 
as these are quite common on FamilySearch, MyHeritage, Ancestry.com, Fold3, FindMyPast, 
and many other genealogy sites that provide old records online. Removal of datasets has 
occurred dozens of times in the past, and I suspect such things will continue to happen in 
the future. I thought I would write a brief explanation. 

In most cases, information of genealogical value obtained from government 
agencies, religious groups, and other organizations is provided under contractual 
agreements. The contracts specify what information is to provided, how it is to be made 
available, and what price the web site has to pay to the provider for the records. All 
contracts also have a defined expiration date, typically 2 years or 3 years or perhaps 5 
years after the contract is signed. 

When a contract nears expiration, the two parties usually attempt to renegotiate the 
contract. Sometimes renewal is automatic, but more often it is not. Maybe the information 
provider (typically an archive) decides they want more money, or maybe they decide they 
no longer want to supply the data to the online genealogy service. For instance, in the time 
the information has been available online, the information provider may have learned just 
how valuable the information really is. The information provider may decide to ask for more 
money or may even refuse to provide the information any more since the provider may 
have a NEW plan to create their own web site and offer the same information 
online on their new site for a fee. 

Sure, that stinks for those of us who would like to have free information everywhere; 
but, it makes sense to most everyone else. I am sure the budget officer at most any state 
or local government archive thinks it makes sense. 

Every contract renegotiation is different, but it is not unusual to agree to disagree. 
The contract ends, and the web site provider legally MUST remove the information from 
their web site. The same thing frequently happens to all the other online sites that provide 
old records online. 

Moral of this story: If you find a record online that is valuable to you, SAVE IT NOW! 
Save it to your hard drive and make a backup copy someplace else as well. If there is no 
option to save, make a screen shot. Just because you can see the record online today does 
not mean that it will be available tomorrow. 

Preserving and Digitizing Newspapers (July 6, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 6, 2015 · Preservation · 4 Comments  

http://www.irelandxo.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/02/why-was-the-information-removed-from-online/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/genealogy-basics/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/02/why-was-the-information-removed-from-online/#comments
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/06/preserving-and-digitizing-newspapers/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/preservation/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/06/preserving-and-digitizing-newspapers/#comments
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Archivists using the latest conservation technology are racing to digitize 300 years of 
newspapers before they crumble to dust – and that’s just for starters. The Guardian has 
published a fascinating story about a huge project by a team from the British Library that is 
preserving newspapers. The article says: 

A gigantic robotic vault, the National Newspaper Building in Boston Spa, near Leeds, 
is the British Library’s high-tech approach to safeguarding what it rather endearingly terms 
“the national memory” – 750m pages of news, covering more than three centuries of 
goings-on, as reported in papers across the nation. From political turmoil to humanitarian 
crisis, murder cases to local marriage notices, it’s all here. And it’s growing. “We’re adding 
something like 1,200 titles every week,” says Alasdair Bruce, manager of the British Library 
Newspaper Programme. 

Preserving an aging memory is no small feat. Conservators up 
and down the country are waging war with time itself to battle deterioration of our 
documents, be it Magna Carta, celebrating its 800th anniversary this year, or yesterday’s 
broadsheet. 

The picture above shows London Metropolitan Archives principal archivist Philippa 
Smith holding a newspaper that wasn’t preserved properly. 

The full article may be found at http://goo.gl/0KRhbT. 

The National Library of Ireland Places Adds Catholic Parish Registers Back to the 
1740s Online (July 8, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 8, 2015 · Online Sites · No Comments  

The National Library of Ireland in Dublin today (Wednesday) has placed the entire 
collection of Catholic parish register microfilms held by the National Library of Ireland (NLI) 
online. Involved are over 370,000 digital images of the microfilm reels on which the parish 
registers are recorded and which will be accessible free of charge. 

These parish register records are considered the single most important source of 
information on Irish family history prior to the 1901 Census. Dating from the 1740s to the 

http://goo.gl/0KRhbT
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/08/the-national-library-of-ireland-places-adds-catholic-parish-registers-back-to-the-1740s-online/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/08/the-national-library-of-ireland-places-adds-catholic-parish-registers-back-to-the-1740s-online/#comments
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1880s, they cover 1,086 parishes throughout the island of Ireland, and consist primarily of 
baptismal and marriage records. The NLI has been working to digitise the microfilms for 
over three years under what is had described as its most ambitious digitisation programme 
to date. 

The parish registers provide evidence of direct links between one generation and the 
next (via baptismal registers) and one family and another (via marriage registers). The NLI 
holds copies of the registers for most Roman Catholic parishes in Ireland (including the 
counties of Northern Ireland) up to 1880. These registers consist primarily of baptism and 
marriage records. 

The Catholic parish registers have been available on microfilm since the 1970s but 
this is the first time they have been placed online. Irish descendants no longer have spent a 
lot of money to visit the Library in Dublin view these registers. 

You can find further information at http://www.nli.ie and especially at 
http://www.nli.ie/en/family-history-introduction.aspx and at http://www.nli.ie/en/parish-
register.aspx. 

New Genealogy Resource Should Boost Irish Tourism (July 10, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 10, 2015 · Current Affairs · 2 Comments  

Taoiseach (the head of government or prime minister of Ireland) Enda Kenny 
recently stated that an online resource for researching family history from the 18th and 
19th centuries will prompt a wave of genealogical tourists to visit Ireland in the coming 
years. Mr. Kenny was speaking at the announcement of the National Library of Ireland’s 
parish records website, which contains digitized details of births, deaths and marriages in 
almost every Catholic parish during the 1700s and 1800s. 

(See my earlier article about the new National Library of Ireland’s parish records 
website at http://goo.gl/SryP67.) 

“What you’re doing here in the National Library, I absolutely applaud it because you 
are giving a facility to the Irish diaspora all over the world to connect, and in a world that is 
changing so rapidly isn’t it important to have a sense of place, a sense of who we are,” Mr 
Kenny said. 

Comment: If online genealogy records prove to be a financial boon for Irish tourism, 
wouldn’t the same be true for other countries or even U.S. states and municipalities? I 
suggest you tell your elected and appointed officials about this great way of producing 
revenue. 

Genealogy as Big Business (July 15, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 15, 2015 · Business News · 4 Comments  

http://www.nli.ie/
http://www.nli.ie/en/family-history-introduction.aspx
http://www.nli.ie/en/parish-register.aspx
http://www.nli.ie/en/parish-register.aspx
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/10/new-genealogy-resource-should-boost-irish-tourism/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/current-affairs/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/10/new-genealogy-resource-should-boost-irish-tourism/#comments
http://goo.gl/SryP67
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/15/genealogy-as-big-business/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/business-news/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/15/genealogy-as-big-business/#comments
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Neal Ungerleider has written an article that 
has been published on the Fast Company web site that compares two of genealogy’s major 
providers: Ancestry.com and MyHeritage.com. The article also makes some comparions 
to the non-profit FamilySearch organization sponsored by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. 

The article quotes AJ Jacobs, 
who recently held the Global Family Reunion and is currently working on a book about 
genealogy. Jacobs said, “Websites have turbocharged interest in genealogy. There are 
plenty of people who got hooked by the websites, and want to go deeper and hire 
professional genealogists to do more in-depth research. This is because pro genealogists 
use other resources, including actually going to physical archives that aren’t yet online.” 

You can read this interesting article by Neal Ungerleider at http://goo.gl/RhwKdR. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
LOCAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY NEWS/PROGRAMS 
 
Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society (formerly called Northwest Suburban 
Council of Genealogists) 
 

The next meeting of the Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society (New Name) will 
take place on Saturday morning, August 29, 2015.  The program for the morning is titled 
“Genealogical Research Strategies”.  The speaker for the morning will be Bob Allen. 

 
Beyond recording names, dates and places, Bob Allen has focused on how his 

ancestors lived their lives—their work, community involvement, beliefs, memberships and 
politics.  One of the most useful approaches that he has found helpful is a strategic research 
plan of action.  Learn about his research plan and some of the surprising results! 
 

Bob is a member of NWSGS and has been conducting his genealogy research for 
more than thirty years.   

    
THE SOCIETY WILL NOT BE MEETING DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE AND 

JULY.  THEY WILL RE-GATHER AGAIN IN AT THE END OF AUGUST 2015 INSTEAD 
OF A SEPTEMBER PROGRAM THAT WOULD CONFLICT WITH LABOR DAY.   
 

http://goo.gl/RhwKdR
http://goo.gl/RhwKdR
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This meeting will take place at the Arlington Heights Senior Center, 1801 W. Central 
Rd., Arlington Heights, IL 60005 at 10:00 AM.  There is a round table discussion that takes 
place at 9:00 AM prior to the main meeting/program that starts at 10:00 AM.  Participants 
are invited to attend this round table and bring their research questions for discussion.  
  

You may visit the society web page at: 
 
    http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  
 
 Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 
program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
DuPage County Genealogical Society 
 

Please note that there will be no meetings of the DuPage County 
Genealogical Society during the months of June, July and August 2015.  Meetings 
will resume again on Wednesday evening, September 16, 2015. 

 
Please note that meetings that will take place for the society will occur 

between September 2015 through May 2016.  The September 2015 program will 
occur at the DuPage County Historical Museum located at 102 E. Wesley Street in 
Wheaton, IL.  The October 2015 through May 2016 programs are once again 
taking place at the Wheaton Public Library in the Lower Level.  The address of the 
library is 225 N. Cross St. in Wheaton, IL.  Please note the times for refreshments 
and the program.  Refreshments are offered at 6:30 PM.  The meeting will start at 
7 PM and last till no longer than 8:30 PM. 
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the DuPage County Genealogical Society will 
take place on Wednesday evening, September 16, 2015.  The program scheduled for that 
evening is “The Eastland Disaster: An Unparalleled Disaster”.  The speaker for the 
program will be The Eastland Historical Society. 

 
You may visit the society's web page at: 

 
    www.dcgs.org 
 
The society also has a blog that you can visit to find out about “this and that” related 

to the society as well as find genealogical tips.  You can visit the DuPage County 
Genealogical Society blog at: 

 

http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://www.dcgs.org/
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 http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 
 Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 
program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI) 
 

The next regular meeting of CAGGNI will take place on Saturday morning, August 
15, 2015 at Cantigny Park at 1S152 Winfield Road in Wheaton, IL starting at 10:30 AM.   
The program scheduled for this day is ”Tour of Cantigny Archives, McCormick House 
and 1st Division Museum followed by Picnic”.  The speaker will be Dr. Paul Herbert.  

Come for a tour of the Cantigny in Wheaton!  We will visit the archives, the 1st 
Division Museum and the McCormick house.  Even if you don't have an ancestor in the 1st 
Division, tips on how to research in a military archive will be given.  Retired and active 
military personnel receive free admission!   

12:45 -  

Stay for the family picnic after!  Bring the kids - the whole family is invited - for 
CAGGNI's 2015 picnic to be held at Cantigny. 

Please use the registration link if you plan on attending either the tour or the picnic.  
Boxed lunches are available for pre-order see the Registration link.  REGISTER BY AUGUST 
1st to guarantee your boxed lunch choices. 

You may visit the organization web page at: 
 
    www.CAGGNI.org 

 
Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 

program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 

http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.caggni.org/
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INTERNET INFORMATION 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter July 1, 2015, and 
July 7, 2015 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2015. They are re-published here 
with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at 
http://www.eogn.com 
 
Hands on with Ancestry Academy (July 1, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 1, 2015 · Education, Online Sites · 10 Comments  

The following article was written by Pam Cerutti. 

NOTE: Pam Cerutti is the editor of this newsletter, but her professional background 
suits this review well. After teaching high school English, she went on to a career in 
computer education, where she developed many courses on software applications. In 
particular, she spent much of her time creating self-paced instruction and managing online 
learning. In all, she has over 30 years of assessing educational best practices and a pretty 
good understanding of how people learn. 

Ancestry.com launched a new offering called Ancestry 
Academy in April, and I finally had a chance to try out some of its courses this week. I have 
a career in computer education, and my interest in e-learning goes back to the infancy of 
the internet. Having followed the development of online courses ever since, I thought other 
EOGN readers might be interested in this review. 

To access Ancestry Academy, you need either a free login or a subscription. A free 
login will get you access to some of the courses, but you will be able to see all the titles 
available. Subscription detail appears at the end of this article. 

To get to Ancestry Academy from the main page at ancestry.com, you can either pull 
down the Learning Center tab or the Extras tab on the “New” Ancestry, and choose Ancestry 
Academy. You can also select it from the choices on the right side or use this link: 
https://www.ancestry.com/academy. 

 

http://www.eogn.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/01/hands-on-with-ancestry-academy/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/education/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/01/hands-on-with-ancestry-academy/#comments
http://www.ancestry.com/academy
http://www.ancestry.com/academy
https://www.ancestry.com/academy
http://eogn.com/images/newsletter/2015/AncestryAcademyHomePage.jpg
http://eogn.com/images/newsletter/2015/AncestryAcademyHomePage.jpg
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More judicious users might want to view the tutorial video before starting their first 
course. There is a text link to it at the bottom of the Ancestry Academy page, but it’s also 
accessible from the Help link: https://www.ancestry.com/academy/help. 

Being anxious to jump into a course, I immediately clicked on “View all courses.” The 
courses are grouped under four categories: Ancestry Products, Methodology and Skills, 
Records, and Localities and Ethnic Research. The courses about Ancestry Products are free; 
most of the others – but not all – are by subscription. There are 22 courses as of this 
writing, but the site says that more are being added monthly. In fact, the “Coming Soon” 
section below the others showed another 10 courses in the pipeline. 

 

Since I recently received my DNA test results, I opened the course, “DNA 101: An 
Insider’s Scoop on AncestryDNA Testing.” Here I could see a short bio of the instructor and 
overview of the chosen course as well as the desired Begin Course button. I was also 
pleased to see that I could expand the course title to see a list of the course topics. 
Hovering the mouse over a topic pops up a description of what you will learn in that 
segment. If you want to dive into a certain topic right away, you can click on its “Watch” 
button to jump to that segment. This is an excellent design for a couple reasons: (1.) 
“chunking” the information provides logical break points for the learner to pause and absorb 
the information, make notes, or simply take a break; and (2) learners can access any topic 
for desired information that they need at the moment or that they wish to review. In my 
case, I chose to skip over the segment on “Activating your test” because I already did that. 

The course opens with a short conversation in which Director of Ancestry Academy 
Laura Prescott introduces the instructor and the topic. This sets the tone and stage, telling 
you what you can expect to learn in the course. The subsequent segments have the 
instructor at a lectern with a display screen to the side. The screen appears in full view 
when the instructor speaks to the points on a slide or document. In some courses it is used 
to demonstrate how to use an Ancestry program or some other web operation. In short, it 
was like having a front row seat at a presentation, except that I was in my own living room 
where I could control the temperature, wear comfy clothes, and sip my favorite tea. 

https://www.ancestry.com/academy/help
http://eogn.com/images/newsletter/2015/CoursesAvailable.jpg
http://eogn.com/images/newsletter/2015/CoursesAvailable.jpg
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Going through this course, I found the content informative and easy to follow. Even 
though I have attended a number of presentations on DNA, there was information here that 
I either forgot or had not heard before. It was well worth a few extra minutes to refresh my 
memory where I already knew something, and I picked up plenty of new points as well. 
With the information I got from this course, I should be able to get the most out of my DNA 
test by using AncestryDNA matching. 

I went on to look at courses in each category. In the “Records” section, I learned 
how to find and use manuscripts. Under “Methodologies,” I learned about some library 
sources I have neglected in the past. Under “Localities and Ethnic Research,” I learned how 
to flesh out French Canadian ancestors. All the courses seem very professionally produced. 
Each instructor had expertise in his or her topic and covered content that should help 
beginning to advanced genealogists alike. 

Once you start watching a course, the length of each segment appears beside its 
title. Most segments are 4 or 5 minutes long although I saw some as much as 15 minutes 
long. My point here is that the segments are easy to complete in a single sitting, which also 
helps you retain what you just learned. If you can sit through a 1-hour talk at a conference, 
you should be quite comfortable watching any of these course segments. 

I need to mention some technical difficulties I had as I started my first course. The 
video playback on my PC took painfully long to load, causing a lot of audio stuttering and 
stalling. I thought the cause might be my wifi router, so I tried a couple YouTube videos and 
saw the same problem. When I played the course on my iPad, it ran perfectly. It also ran 
perfectly on my iPhone. The next day, I had to reboot my PC for some updates, and all the 
courses have run fine ever since. I may never know the exact cause of the problem, but I 
now know that was in my Windows PC, not the courses. 

Playing the courses on my PC made me aware of some controls that I didn’t see on 
my iPad, too. The video player has the usual control buttons below the picture – pause, 
resume, volume control, and enlarge to full screen. However, the Academy’s player also has 
some less common controls: rewind (for backing up 5 seconds), closed captioning (in 
English, for now), and speeding up or slowing down the playback. I like this for replaying 
segments that explain how to use some feature of a program. People who prefer a slow 
voice might want to play with this control to better understand the words. The control 
displays as “1.0x” and pops up a + and – sign for increasing or decreasing the playback 
speed. Once Ancestry develops Android and IOS apps, these controls may be available on 
mobile devices. In the meantime, you will only see them when running the courses on a PC 
or a Mac. No definition of these controls is visible, so you might want to play with them to 
see the effects. You can then use them freely to tailor your viewing to your preferences. 

 

http://eogn.com/images/newsletter/2015/AncestryAcademyInstructor.jpg
http://eogn.com/images/newsletter/2015/AncestryAcademyInstructor.jpg
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A feature I almost missed appears on the course page as a small book icon above 
the course outline. When you click on it, the outline is replaced with a linked list of Course 
Resources. For example, the DNA course had a summary handout; another course had a list 
of web addresses (URLs) mentioned in the course. I now make a point of reviewing the 
resources before I start a course so that I won’t worry about missing something that is 
already captured in the Course Resources. 

Another feature I like is the ability to check your understanding at the end of each 
course by taking a short multiple choice test. As soon as you finish the test, you can see 
any question you got wrong and use a link from that question to review the related course 
topic without going through the whole course again. This immediate feedback helps correct 
any misunderstanding so that you retain the right information. 

To summarize, I was favorably impressed with the courses in Ancestry Academy. The 
production is professional, the instructors are knowledgeable, and the modular design lets 
each person customize his or her learning experience to get the most from the courses. 
Most important, the content is robust and has something to offer all levels of genealogists. 

As mentioned earlier, you need to register on the Ancestry.com to access the 
courses in Ancestry Academy. At that point, there are 3 ways to access courses: (1) You 
can sign up with your email address to access the courses labeled “FREE.” (2.) You can 
subscribe to Ancestry Academy for $11.99/month or $99.99/year to access all courses. (3.) 
Access to all courses is included with Ancestry’s All Access subscription. 

The Ancestry Academy may be found at https://www.ancestry.com/academy. 

Amazon Cloud Drive’s UNLIMITED Plans: $11.99/year for Photos and $59.99/year 
for Everything (July 7, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 7, 2015 · Software · 5 Comments  

I have written a number of times about various online file storage providers and why 
every computer user, especially genealogists, should be using at least one of these services 
to store critical files off site for safekeeping. It seems as if every time I write about some 
file storage service’s new, low-priced offering, a competitive service soon announces an 
even cheaper plan. That has now happened again. This time the plans are for UNLIMITED 
storage space. Yes, unlimited. Fill ‘er up. 

Amazon now has two UNLIMITED storage plans for its 
consumer cloud-based storage service, Amazon Cloud Drive. This represents a massive 
price reduction for its giant hard-drive in the sky. If you are an Amazon Prime member 
(which I have used since that service was first introduced, and it saves me a lot of money 
every year), the first service is called the Unlimited Photos plan and costs $11.99 per 
year. This plan will appeal to professional photographers, advanced amateur photographers, 
and anyone who simply has lots of digital pictures that need to be safely stored off site. A 
price of about $1 a month strikes me as very attractive. Where are your backup photos of 
your grandchildren? 

https://www.ancestry.com/academy
https://www.ancestry.com/academy
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/07/amazon-cloud-drives-unlimited-plans-11-99year-for-photos-and-59-99year-for-everything/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/software/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/07/amazon-cloud-drives-unlimited-plans-11-99year-for-photos-and-59-99year-for-everything/#comments
https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/learnmore
https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/learnmore
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The Unlimited Photos plan not only includes unlimited, secure photo storage but adds 
ANOTHER 5 gigabytes of free storage for videos and other files at no extra cost. Here is a 
chance to safely store a lifetime of birthdays, vacations, holidays, and everyday moments 
across numerous devices. 

Amazon Cloud Drive also offers apps to install in Android devices or Apple iPhones 
and iPads to automatically save all new photos immediately, as soon as an Internet 
connection becomes available. Called Auto-Save, these apps will keep your photos safe in 
your Cloud Drive, even if your phone or tablet is later lost or damaged. 

The second service is similar, but more, in a service that is 
simply called Unlimited Storage. For $59.99 per year, Amazon will store UNLIMITED files 
of all sorts: photos, genealogy databases, all your email messages for the past ten years, 
your checkbook and banking statements, the MP3 music files you have collected, and 
anything else you wish. That is a monthly cost of $5, making it almost worthwhile paying for 
the service irrespective of how much cloud-based storage you actually need. You can’t buy a 
multi-gigabyte disk drive for that price. Even if you choose to pay more and buy a large 
capacity hard drive, it won’t be as reliable as Amazon Cloud Drive. 

To compare Amazon’s offerings to some of its competitors, Dropbox for Business 
offers unlimited storage space but at much higher prices. Microsoft offers a business user-
focused service with unlimited storage space for those who subscribe to Office 365. In 
contrast, Amazon Cloud Drive does not require the purchase of any specific software as a 
condition to using its service. If you already have an Office 365 subscription, then the 
Microsoft offering becomes very attractive. 

Admittedly, storing a few gigabytes of digital files will require weeks of data 
transfers, even on the fastest broadband Internet connection offered by cable companies 
and fiber optic companies. However, the process can work in background, and you can still 
use your computer for other purposes while the files are copied to Amazon’s servers 24 
hours a day. For those with large movie files, games, and so on, this is where “unlimited” 
really starts to shine, and $5/month is a really ridiculous price point. 

There’s also a free three-month trial available to see how much “unlimited” space 
you actually need and for what. If you upload a few gigabytes over the three-month period 
and then decide you do not wish to continue with the service, simply cancel and pay 
nothing. Amazon will delete your stored data soon after you cancel. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/learnmore
https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/learnmore
https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/learnmore
https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/learnmore
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I like the idea of saving all sorts of stuff to cloud services such as Amazon Cloud 
Drive not only for the safety of having backup copies of everything, but also for the 
convenience of having everything available on any device: on the desktop computer, the 
laptop, the tablet computer, and even on a smartphone. I back up almost everything: 
pictures, genealogy data, email messages, insurance policies, prescriptions, recipes, the 
measurement of my windows (I am shopping for new curtains), the next scheduled oil 
change in the automobile, and all sorts of other minutia that we all encounter in daily living. 

“Oh, you want a copy of my vegan chili recipe? Here. I’ll email it to you from my 
smartphone that connects to the cloud where I have gigabytes of data and pictures stored.” 

Amazon Photos is available as a free mobile app for iOS and Android. It is also built 
into the Amazon Fire phone. You can create more storage space on your phone, enjoy 
automatic photo backup, and see your Cloud Drive photos and videos. To see all of the 
contents of your Cloud Drive on the go, Amazon Cloud Drive is also available for iOS and 
Android. Amazon Cloud Drive applications are also available for Windows and Macintosh. 

 

All the files are stored using Amazon’s world-class security and protection to keep all 
content safe from prying eyes, even if your phone, tablet, or computer is lost or damaged. 
However, I always add EXTRA encryption for my more sensitive documents. I always 
encrypt them FIRST on my own hard drive, just in case my home computer or laptop is ever 
stolen or hacked into. I had a laptop stolen from the trunk of my automobile a few years 
ago, and the thief gained access to a lot of my personal information. That won’t happen 
again because those files are now encrypted on all my own hard drives. A future thief won’t 
be able to read them. Of course, when I copy those already-encrypted files to Amazon 
Cloud Drive or to any other cloud-based file storage service, that creates double encryption. 
I consider this to be the digital equivalent of a belt and suspenders. 

Is this the cheapest online storage service? Yes, at least for today. I have no idea 
what tomorrow’s announcements will be. 

You can learn more about Amazon Cloud Drive at  

https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/learnmore.  

Pricing information is available at  

https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/pricing. 

https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/learnmore
https://www.amazon.com/clouddrive/pricing
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
PERIODICAL NEWS 
    
Your Genealogy Today 
 
 We have received the July/August 2015, Volume 1, Number 3 issue of Your 
Genealogy Today. 
 
 Key articles in this issue are: 
 
  “Historic Amusement Parks: Your Family & America’s Playgrounds” 
   By Sandy Hack 
 
  Sandy Hack looks at how vacation photos and clippings can add color to your 
  family history research. 
 
  “In an Ever-Changing DNA World, Is mtDNA Testing Still An 
  Important Tool for Family Historians?” 
   By Diahan Southard 
 
  “What the Widow Got” 
   By George G. Morgan 
 
  George G. Morgan looks at how your female ancestor may have been affected 
  by property laws. 
 
  “Beginning Your World War II Research” 
   By Jennifer Holik 
 
  Jennifer Holik explores the offline resources for researching your WWII 
  military ancestor. 
 
  “The Tiger’s Widow” (Book Review) 
   By Jennifer Holik 
   Reviewed by Lisa A Alzo 
 
  “Stories from the Battlefield: A Beginning Guide to 

World War II Research” (Book Review) 
   By Jennifer Holik 
   Reviewed by Lisa A Alzo 
 
  “Finding Grandad at the Canal” 
   By Isabelle Kettner Addis 
 
  Isabelle Kettner Addis explores her grandfather’s contribution to building the 
  Panama Canal through Internet searches and family lore. 
 
  “The Unwritten Records of Pens and Pencils” 
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   By David A. Norris 
 
  David A. Norris jots down some thoughts about writing instruments that  
  may have contributed to family history. 
 
  “Bringing Foreign Letters and Symbols into Your Writing” 
   By David A. Norris 
 
  David A. Norris offers tips for adding that little extra to your documents. 
 
  “Research Trip 101” 
   By Carol Richey 
 
  Carol Richey collects some valuable tips from key staff at the Genealogy 
  Center at the Allen County Public Library 
 
  “Ancestral Tourism Scotland” 
   By Christine Woodcock 
 
  “The Future of Genealogy on Television After Ben Affleck” 
   By Dave Obee 
 
 I thought that a good article in this issue is one titled “Research Trip 101”.  The 
author of the article is Carol Richey. 
 
 So you want to go on a research trip to a certain facility!  Congratulations!  So just 
get in your car, start it up and get roaring on a 3 hour drive to get there.  You get there and 
then what?  Whoops!  The facility is open but the special material you wanted to use is not 
onsite!  Whoops!  You head over to the electronic databases and just start repetitively 
searching the same search terms over and over.  Whoops!  See what I mean.  Sure, it is 
admirable to want to go on a research trip.  But the key is to have a plan of action and to do 
your prep work before you ever get into the car. 
 
 That is the purpose of this article.  Get yourself prepared to have the most 
productive research time you can possibly have.  The article specifically focuses on getting 
over to the Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  Many of the prominent 
librarians and researchers were interviewed to share tips on what the average researcher 
needs to do to make their visit to the library an overwhelming success. 
 
 Here are some of the tips: 
 

• Come Well Prepared 

o Visit the website of the library FIRST at www.genealogycenter.org!  

o Become acquainted with the scope of the library’s collection. 

o Learn as much as you can about the collection by conducting searches 
of surname, place, region, ethnicity, religion or occupation. 

o Contact the library with any questions you have about the library or its 
holdings before you embark on your trip by email at 
Genealogy@ACPL.Info.  

• Plan Your Research Strategy 

http://www.genealogycenter.org/
mailto:Genealogy@ACPL.Info
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o Ask yourself what do you want answered the most? 

o Set clear examples of what you want to accomplish. 

o Have several objectives planned for in case you hit a brick wall with 
any one of them so you can move on to an alternative. 

o Bring materials on your ancestor you already have so you can share 
with the librarians if needed while you are there. 

o Search the online catalog in advance of the trip for resources you plan 
to use so you have something at your fingertips ready to use. 

• Question Your Research 

o Think about each new fact you are discovering and if it fits with your 
ancestor being searched.  Don’t wind up searching data for the wrong 
person. 

o Double check your names and dates so you know are searching data 
for the proper person. 

o Retrace your previous research if needed, especially for any 
“undocumented” evidence. 

• Cite Your Sources 

o Don’t forget to cite the sources you are using at the library for your 
discoveries.  Know where you found what you found. 

o Jot it down on a piece of paper attached to the data itself. 

o Consider making a paper copy from the books initial pages where Title, 
Author, Publisher, Publication Date, Page Number etc. are all noted. 

• Branch Out To New Resources 

o Break the mold of using familiar resources.  Don’t just use the same 
ones again.   

o This is the time to take advantage of the knowledgeable librarians at 
the facility.  They will know materials in their collections that might be 
of help to you as a resource you may never have accessed. 

• Get Situated When You Arrive 

o For online access in the library be sure you ask the Ask Us desk for a 
guest pass with a temporary library card number to log onto one of the 
30 computers. 

o Use any of the 4 photocopier/scanners to make copies of materials 
that can be put on paper or saved to a USB Flashdrive.  You can also 
email digital copies of scanned material. 

o Bring a locking cable for your laptop computer if you bring it to the 
facility. 

o Consider having more than one USB Flashdrive for storage purposes of 
scanned/digital material. 

o Paper copies from the machines require use of a copy card in $1, $5, 
$10 or $20 increments from the copy card machine. 

o There is WiFi and plenty of space to spread out your materials. 
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o Use the library cards there for your own use to store your selected 
book materials. 

• Make Good Use of the Genealogy Center’s Many Services 

o There are 2.7 million items in its free databases 
(www.genealogycenter.org/databases/freedatabases.aspx)  

o You can access onsite Ancestry.com, AmericanAncestors.org, 
Fold3.com, Newspapers.com, HeritageQuestOnline.com. 

o The library contains the largest English-language genealogy and local 
history periodical collection in the world.  You can use their PERSI 
system to tap into these periodical resources. 

o The Genealogy Center is also a FamilySearch Affiliate.  This means you 
can order Family History Library microfilms online via your account 
with FamilySearch and have the films directed for viewing by you to 
the Genealogy Center. 

o You can register for a 30 minute, one-on-one personal research 
consultation held monthly at the facility. 

o The Genealogy Center will make a copy of your family history, 
complete or incomplete, for its collection and return the original and 
an additional bound copy to you.  It is requested that your material be 
organized enough so that it might be useful to other researchers.  
Turnaround time for this service is about 1 month with an additional 1 
month to complete the bound copy. 

• Don’t Be Afraid to Ask for Assistance 

o Don’t be shy right from the get go upon arrival.  Look for the “Ask” 
desk right by the entrance.  If the librarians look busy, they may just 
be waiting until they hear a question from you.  Ask away!! 

o The staff of the library of the library has a combined experience level 
of approximately 200 years of collective research knowledge.  So what 
are you waiting with such expertise right in front of you at the library.  
Ask them! 

 
I thought that another good article in this issue is one titled “Beginning Your World 

War II Research”.  The author of the article is Jennifer Holik.  Jennifer was our May 2015 
Genealogy Program Speaker.  She has become the area’s local World War I and II military 
resources expert to help genealogists research their World War I and II ancestors. 

 
The article is based on Jennifer’s own personal research.  It contains some great tips 

as well as some nice personal pictures of her ancestor and some images of military 
documents of the ancestor. 

 
Here are some tips by categories suggested by the author for you to begin your own 

successful World War II military records research effort: 
 

• Locate Information Using the Military Service Questionnaire 

o Download a copy of the Military Service Questionnaire at 
http://bit.ly/199fP0i and complete as much as you can. 

• Search Home Sources 

http://www.genealogycenter.org/databases/freedatabases.aspx
http://bit.ly/199fP0i
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o Bibles 

o Death related documents such as an obituary, death certificate, VA 
paperwork. 

o Headstones 

o Insurance paperwork 

o Military Paperwork 

o Newspapers 

o Photographs 

o School Records 

o Whether in your possession or in the possession of a cousin or 
someone else, finding material from the above points to establish a 
timeline of events that you can use when researching.  A Purple Heart 
Award provides a date as well as possible other documents related to 
the Purple Heart award.  A burial flag was discovered in the original 
box with a date on it.  This date provides the researcher with another 
time period during which events occurred. 

• Search Home Front Materials for Clues 

o Home Front materials are those which help place historical context 
around the soldier and the family.  Think of such things as: 

 Advertisements from newspapers at the time to see what the 
person being researched was experiencing. 

 Company Records 

 Newspaper Articles 

 War Bonds 

 Propaganda in all forms 

 Using the above points the researcher can experience the 
materials seen by the person being researched.  
Advertisements might show what branch of the service was 
most in need of manpower.  Company records might show 
times of employment as well as separation from the company 
that might indicate movement into the military.  Letters to 
friends at work might shed information as to theater of war, 
date of status change, and homecoming.  War bonds 
purchases might indicate that the soldier was designating a 
part of his military earnings to purchase War Bonds.  You are 
looking for any and all kinds of clues about your World War II 
soldier. 

• Search Public Sources 

o Public sources are records held within government offices, local 
libraries and museums, or digitized and placed online. 

o After World Wars, veterans were encouraged to file a copy of their 
Separation and Discharge papers with the County Clerk.  Look for 
these.  If you find this, you will discover: 
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 Enlistment date 

 Discharge date 

 Final unit in which soldier was placed (may not be the unit they 
generally served in) 

 Medals received 

 Training and military job information 

o Research collaterals of the person being researched.  This does not 
mean the actual siblings of the person but in this case it means those 
the person served with in his own unit. 

 Your ancestor may have been part of a 10 man bomber crew.  
If you discover the crew names and start searching them, you 
may discover different kinds of information for these 
individuals that sheds light on your own military ancestor. 

• Create A Timeline 

o Start creating a timeline of events uncovered as soon as possible. 

o Start writing the soldier’s story from the timeline items you have 
discovered.  You will discover gaps that will direct you to new areas of 
research. 

• Talk To A Veteran 

o If you cannot speak directly to a World War II veteran about their 
story, consider tapping into these stories that have been captured 
through the Library of Congress Veterans Oral History Project at 
www.loc.gov/vets or the National Archives Soldier Surveys at 
www.archives.gov/publications/ref-info-papers/78/index.html.  

• Document Your Sources 

o Not all records are created the same.  You can find conflicts and errors 
within the record itself. 

o Try to resolve the discrepancies and errors yourself “unofficially” by 
creating timelines of events from within the dates mentioned in the 
reports you are referencing. 

o Write a description of your own analysis on these discrepant records 
indicating what your analysis was and what conclusion you came up 
with resolve the discrepancies. 

• Request the Records 

o Start with the Official Military Personnel File (OMPF) which is held by 
the National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) in St. Louis, MO. 

o If the soldier died or was discharged by 1952, these records are 
available to anyone. 

o If the soldier died or was discharged after 1952, you must be next-of-
kin to access the records. 

o Download Form 180 to make your record request submission.  
Download the form at www.archives.gov/research/order/standard-
form-180.pdf.  

http://www.loc.gov/vets
http://www.archives.gov/publications/ref-info-papers/78/index.html
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/standard-form-180.pdf
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/standard-form-180.pdf
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o If your soldier was Killed in Action, overseas or stateside, the 
Individual Deceased Personnel File (IDPF) is available. 

 This documents a soldier’s death 

 Provides burial location 

 Contains official government records regarding the death and 
sometimes service of the deceased 

 May contain family letters 

 Marine Corps IDPF files may contain photograph of the 
deceased. 

 To request IDPF email the Army Human Resource Command at 
USARMY.KNOX.HRC.MBX.FOIA@MAIL.MIL  

 A written letter can be sent instead of email to U.S. Army 
Human Resources Command, ATTN: AHRC-PAO (Dept. 103), 
1600 Spearhead Division Avenue, Fort Knox, KY, 40122. 

 Include FOIA language in your request such as “Pursuant to the 
Freedom of Information Act, I hereby make a request for the 
IDPF for my below listed family member who died while 
serving in the military during World War II”.  Include your 
contact information and email address. 

The author notes that the above tips and guidelines are just the beginning effort on 
the part of the researcher.  There is so much more.  The author will provide even more 
articles over the next few future issues of Your Genealogy Today. 

 
Jennifer Holik will also be making another military resources presentation related to 

World War I and II military records at our genealogy program at our library on Tuesday 
evening, November 10, 2015 at 7:30 PM.  Consider attending this program for the wealth of 
information that will be conveyed but to also meet this wonderful speaker and author.   

 
This is another wonderful issue of Your Genealogy Today.  Look at the Table of 

contents I noted at the very beginning of this summary to see what articles of interest there 
are for you to check out.  Consider making a personal copy of an article of interest.   

 
You can find this most recent issue on the 2nd floor of our library on the magazine 

shelves. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
BOOKS IN PRINT 
 

In looking through Dick Eastman material, I noticed that there was a recent book 
review created by Bobbi King on a book we recently added to our collection.  The book is 
intended as a resource for those doing Polish genealogical research.  The title of the book is 
Polish Roots.  The author of the book is Rosemarie Chorzempa.  The book is an updated 2nd 
Edition of the book of the same title by the author.  The book was published in 2014.  The 

mailto:USARMY.KNOX.HRC.MBX.FOIA@MAIL.MIL
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call number of the book in our circulating collection is 929 CHORZEMPA, R.  It is available to 
check out from our 2nd floor circulating shelves. 

 
Here is the book review by Bobbi King that was found in Dick Eastman’s Online 

Newsletter: 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++   
 
Book Review: Korzenie Polskie, Polish Roots  

Dick Eastman · July 6, 2015 · Books · 3 Comments  

The following book review was written by Bobbi King: 

Korzenie Polskie, Polish Roots 
by Rosemary A. Chorzempa. Genealogical Publishing Co., 2014. 270 pages. 

This second edition of Rosemary Chorzempa’s book is a welcome update of what is 
simply the best Polish genealogy book out there. With several sections of new material 
particularly focused on online research, Polish Roots re-asserts its place as a singular and 
essential Polish research guide. 

Part One: Research in America covers the American documents we can pursue: the 
trunk in the attic, ciocia kasia (talking to your family), church records such as parish 
anniversary books, cemetery, gravestone, and funeral records, obituaries, fraternal 
societies, alien and draft registration records, the U.S. Passport Office, and other resources. 
She writes excellent instructions for using the records of the Family History Library and 
Centers, she describes the Polish Museum of America Archives and Library in Chicago as 
well as several (American) Polish genealogical societies, and offers a list of local and 
regional repositories with Polish collections. 

Part Two: Research in Poland offers information for the researcher going to Poland. 
First chapters give a history of Poland, with particular attention to the vovoids (provinces) 
utilizing maps, timelines, and explanation. Chapter six describes each vovoid in detail, 
followed by chapters for locating your ancestor using maps and gazetteers, and using the 
records of Poland. There is even a chapter detailing how to write a letter to a Polish 
repository with exact and correct Polish language wording. 

http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/06/book-review-korzenie-polskie-polish-roots/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/books/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/06/book-review-korzenie-polskie-polish-roots/#comments
http://goo.gl/K4Vyc5
http://goo.gl/K4Vyc5
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Interest in genealogy inside Poland has increased. With the emergence of Polish 
genealogical societies, volunteers have indexed and published records online. One example: 

BASIA (Database of Archival Indexing System), http://www.basia.famula.pl/en; The 
Wielkopolska Genealogical Society (WTG “Gniazdo”) has begun a project to transcribe and 
index vital records that have been released online by the Polish National Archives. The area 
covered is the Wielkopolska (Greater Poland) area, near Poznań. 

Numerous online collections are described and cited. 

Ms. Chorzempa gives historical nod to the diverse populations who occupied Polish 
lands: the Slavic, Prussian, German, Jewish, Caraïtes, Scots, Dutch, Irish, Armenian, 
Russian, Bohemian, Tatar, Tzigane, English, and Italian peoples. 

She describes the Polish-related histories and records of the numerous sects of 
religions: Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic, Russian Orthodox, Evangelical (Lutheran), 
Mennonite, Reformed (Protestant), and Hebrew. 

Although a long time in coming, this second edition finds its way to a deserved and 
distinctive spot next to its sister on the genealogy book shelf. 

Korzenie Polskie, Polish Roots by Rosemary A. Chorzempa is available from the 
publisher, Genealogical Publishing Co., at http://goo.gl/3WkH33 as well as from Amazon at 
http://goo.gl/K4Vyc5. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter July 13, 2015 and 
July 15, 2015 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2015.   They are re-published here 
with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at 
http://www.eogn.com 
 
Quip – Group Collaboration of Documents, Spreadsheets, and Lists (July 13, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 13, 2015 · Software · 2 Comments  

If you use your computer only for your own work and never collaborate with anyone 
else, Quip is not a program for you. However, if you are working on a genealogy project 
with a relative, if you are working with an editor on an article for future publication, or if you 
have any other need to collaborate with other people, Quip may be a powerful tool for you. 
It certainly beats emailing files back and forth! 

Quip is an office productivity application, similar to Microsoft Word and Excel. 
However, it is designed to help you and your team members get work done faster and 
easier. It works best when there are several members of the team working on the same 
project. With Quip, each team member sees the latest version of a file at all times. There’s 

http://www.basia.famula.pl/en
http://goo.gl/3WkH33
http://goo.gl/K4Vyc5
http://www.eogn.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/13/quip-group-collaboration-of-documents-spreadsheets-and-lists/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/software/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/13/quip-group-collaboration-of-documents-spreadsheets-and-lists/#comments
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just one document and one chat thread, not a bunch of attachments with indecipherable 
titles like “FutureArticle-Kevin-Version3.doc.” 

Best of all, Quip is free for use by private individuals. A somewhat more powerful 
version for corporate use costs $12 per user per month. 

Quip combines documents, spreadsheets, task lists, and chat sessions into one 
application. It allows you and your team partners to create and share, even if some of the 
team members are using Windows, others are using Macintosh, and still others are using 
iPads or Android tablets. There is also a version that works in a web browser for use on any 
computer. 

 

Quip works only on word processing documents, spreadsheets, and task lists. It is 
not an application for sharing database files, such as those created by your favorite 
genealogy program. 

Chat is built into the Quip product. Every document has a chat thread where you can 
chat about specific parts of a document. You don’t need to bounce back and forth to email 
to talk about a project you are working on. 

You can also add a checklist to any Quip document with the click of a button. When 
you add collaborators, you’ve got a shared task list for your project. 

Every Quip feature works the same way on your phone and tablet as it works on 
your desktop. Whether you’re responding to a message or changing a complex spreadsheet, 
you don’t need to be tethered to your desk to get your work done. All the features work 
offline or online on your phone or tablet. Whether you’re on an airplane or in a no-service 
zone, you can create new documents or edit existing ones, and even send messages. 
Whenever you have internet connection again, your changes will sync automatically. 

I am not sure if Quip will appeal to individuals, but it certainly looks like a good tool 
for writers, editors, publishers, members of large family research projects, corporations, 
widely-dispersed teams of employees, and many genealogists who collaborate with others. 

Quip is available for Macintosh (OS X.8 or later), Windows (7 or later), the iPad and 
iPhone (iOS 7 or later), Android phones and tablets, and web browsers (Chrome, Safari, or 
Firefox). Again, Quip is available free of charge for private use. 

You can learn more at https://quip.com 

https://quip.com/
https://quip.com/
https://quip.com/
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everyStory, New Cloud-Based Story-Sharing Platform, Launches Open-Beta 
on iPad (July 15, 2015) 

Dick Eastman · July 15, 2015 · Software · No Comments  

everyStory is a new app for the iPad that allows users to store audio and image files 
for many purposes, including to preserve family history stories. The following 
announcement was written by the folks at everyStory: 

Interactive photo-album platform aims to preserve 
memories by saving photos and audio for generations to come 

SAN DIEGO – everyStory, a new cloud-based story-sharing platform, launches today. 
This one-of-a kind tool is now available for iPad devices during open-Beta and can be 
downloaded in the App Store. everyStory allows users to store audio and image files to a 
secure cloud-based system with the option of sharing photos and stories between other 
everyStory individuals and groups. 

“I created everyStory after being diagnosed with colon cancer and realizing my son 
may never remember my voice or hear my stories. I am passionate about providing people 
with an innovative way to preserve and share memories forever in the most interactive way 
possible,” said Dave Keene, CTO of everyStory. “My love for family history dates back to my 
childhood, but the urgency of needing to save those memories amplified when I 
unfortunately and prematurely loss two of my closest loved ones. Soon after my first 
daughter was born and my motivation to make a product like everyStory available to 
everyone was immediate,” said Ed Cox, CEO of everyStory. 

Users can import photos from a computer, iOS photo album or scan physical photos 
directly into the app using a device camera. The platform integrates a social network 
component by encouraging users to tag photos with people, and/or by location, subject or 
date. To create an interactive photo-album, everyStory lets multiple users record an audio 
message, on the same photos, in a shared album or within a group. Users can simply tap a 
tagged person’s name to hear the story that is connected to a specific photo or album. 

everyStory is free for everyone throughout open-Beta. Thereafter, the company will offer 
free and premium memberships suitable for anyone’s file storing needs. The free 
membership allows users to store up to 500 photos coupled with unlimited audio recording 
storage. everyStory’s referral program allows free members and the referred new user to 
receive space for an extra 100 photos. Unlimited audio and photo storage is offered with the 
premium membership, $3.99 per month or $39.99 annually, along with access to exclusive 
content. 

http://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/15/everystory-new-cloud-based-story-sharing-platform-launches-open-beta-on-ipad/
http://blog.eogn.com/category/software/
http://blog.eogn.com/2015/07/15/everystory-new-cloud-based-story-sharing-platform-launches-open-beta-on-ipad/#comments
http://www.everystory.us/
http://www.everystory.us/
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The everyStory team has plans to add more capabilities to the platform in the 
coming months and will create versions suitable for other devices and operating systems. 

For more information on everyStory, please visit: http://www.everystory.us. To 
download and sign up for everyStory, please visit the App Store. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
FUNNY BONE 

 
Here is some genealogy humor I found at a blog called GeneaMusings 

(www.geneamusings.com) that is authored by Randy Seaver.  I have searched through his 
blog using the term “funny names”.  I have previously included “funny” names of people.  
This time I found he has some links to what are “funny” names of towns in England. 

 
The link to Randy’s post on the inclusion of all of the “funny” names of towns of 

England can be found at: 
 
http://www.ashton-under-lyne.com/placenames.htm  
 
Some names I happened to see in the list are under “A” and “B”: 
 

• Abington Pigotts, near Cambridge.  
• Ab Kettleby, near Melton Mowbray.  
• Above Church, near Cheadle, Staffordshire.  
• Ae, near Dumfries. The shortest place name in Britain.  
• Affetside, near Bury, Lancashire.  
• Affpuddle, near Dorchester.  
• Agglethorpe, in Coverdale, North Yorkshire.  
• Ainderby Quernhow, near Thirsk, North Yorkshire.  
• Alsop-en-le-Dale, near Buxton, Derbyshire.  
• America, near Ely, Cambridgeshire.  
• Anthill Common, near Waterlooville, Hampshire.  
• Anton's Gout, near Boston, Lincolnshire.  
• Apes Dale, near Bromsgrove, Worcestershire.  
• Arpafeelie, near Dingwall, Ross and Cromarty.  
• Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire.  
• Auchenshuggle, Glasgow.  
• Auquhorthies, near Oldmeldrum, Aberdeenshire.  
• Bablock Hythe, near Oxford.  
• Badger's Mount, near Farnborough.  
• Bare, near Morecambe, Lancashire.  
• Barton in the Beans, west of Leicester.  
• Bashall Eaves, near Clitheroe, Lancashire.  
• Batchelor's Bump, near Hastings, Sussex.  
• Beer, near Seaton, Devon.  
• Beercrocombe, near Taunton, Somerset.  
• Beeswing, near Dumfries.  
• Bell End, near Bromsgrove, Worcestershire.  

http://www.everystory.us/
http://www.geneamusings.com/
http://www.ashton-under-lyne.com/placenames.htm
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• Besses o'th' Barn, south of Bury, Greater Manchester.  
• Billy Row, near Crook, Durham.  
• Binchester Blocks, near Spennymoor, Durham.  
• Black Car, near Wymondham, Norfolk.  
• Blackadder, near Berwick upon Tweed.  
• Blandford Forum, Dorset.  
• Bleet, near Trowbridge, Wiltshire.  
• Blindcrake, near Cockermouth, Cumbria.  
• Blubberhouses, near Menwith Hill, North Yorkshire. (anyone lost some giant golf 

balls?)  
• Blue Anchor, on the Somerset coast.  
• Blue Vein, near Box, Wiltshire. (a bit cheesy?)  
• Boghead, near Tarland, Aberdeenshire.  
• Bognor Regis, Sussex.  
• Booby Dingle, near Hay-on-Wye, Herefordshire.  
• Boot, Cumbria (and one in Cornwall).  
• Booze, Arkengarthdale, North Yorkshire (but no pub, sadly).  
• Bottoms, Mossley, Greater Manchester.  
• Botusfleming, near Saltash, Cornwall.  
• Box, near Corsham, Wiltshire.  
• Brassknocker, Monkton Combe, near Bath.  
• Brawl, near Thurso at the top of Scotland.  
• Briantspuddle, near Dorchester.  
• Brill, east of Oxford. A really great place!  
• Broadbottom, near Hyde, Greater Manchester.  
• Broadwoodwidger, near Launceston.  
• Brown Willy, Bodmin Moor, Cornwall.  
• Bulley, west of Gloucester.  
• Bullyhole Bottom, near Gaerllwyd, Monmouthshire.  
• Bumbles Green, near Harlow, Essex.  
• Bummers Hill, near Hare Street, Hertfordshire.  
• Bunny, near Nottingham.  
• Burton-le-Coggles, near Grantham.  
• Buttock, near Barley, Lancashire.  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
For An Even More Comprehensive List of All Kinds of Genealogy 
Programs Being Offered Locally and Even Nationally, Please Visit My 
Blog I Write for the Library and Look At My Page Titled “Calendar of 
Local Genealogy Events”.   
 
Here Is A Direct Link To the Calendar: 
 
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-
genealogy-events/  
 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-genealogy-events/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-genealogy-events/
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(Additions Since Last Newsletter Indicated With An “*”) 
 
Aug 11  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2015  PM. 
  “Start Your Digging in 1940: Examine the 1940 Census for 

Clues and Information” 
  Presented by Jeff Bockman. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Aug 15  CAGGNI.  Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois.  Meetings 
SAT held the 3rd Saturday of each month at Schaumburg Township District 
2015  Library, 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL.   

10:30 AM – 12:30 PM.  
  (Check CAGGNI website for meeting location.  Meeting locations have 
  occurred at other locations than Schaumburg Library main location.)    

Topic for the meeting “Tour of Cantigny Archives, McCormick House 
And 1st Division Museum”; CAGGNI Picnic to follow on Museum 
grounds between 12:45 PM to 3 PM. 

  Presented by Dr. Paul Herbert at the Museum in Wheaton, IL 
  Further information at: www.caggni.org or 
  P.O. Box 59567, Schaumburg, IL 60159-0567 
 
*Aug 29 Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, August 29, 2015. 
SAT “Genealogical Research Strategies”.   
2015             Presented by Bob Allen 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Sep 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2015  PM. 
  Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Sep 16 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday 
WED DuPage County Historical Museum, 102 E. Wesley St  Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2015 6:30 PM Refreshments.  Society Business begins at 7:00 PM. 
 Program Presentation 7:30 PM to 8:45 PM. 

Program title is “The Eastland Disaster: An Unparralleled Disaster”. 
 Guest speaker is To Be Determined. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
Sep 19  CAGGNI.  Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois.  Meetings 
SAT held the 3rd Saturday of each month at Schaumburg Township District 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.caggni.org/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
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2015  Library, 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL.   
10:30 AM – 12:30 PM.  

  (Check CAGGNI website for meeting location.  Meeting locations have 
  occurred at other locations than Schaumburg Library main location.)    

Topic for the meeting “Photoshop and Document Restoration” 
  Presented by Eric Basir 
  Further information at: www.caggni.org or 
  P.O. Box 59567, Schaumburg, IL 60159-0567 
 
*Oct 3  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, October 3, 2015. 
SAT “Cemetery Sleuthing”.   
2015             Presented by Kathy Kult 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Oct 13  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2015  PM. 
  “Sound Research Practices: Sources and Citations” 
  Presented by Ginger Frere. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Oct 17  CAGGNI.  Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois.  Meetings 
SAT held the 3rd Saturday of each month at Schaumburg Township District 
2015  Library, 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL.   

10:30 AM – 12:30 PM.  
  (Check CAGGNI website for meeting location.  Meeting locations have 
  occurred at other locations than Schaumburg Library main location.)    

Topic for the meeting “Lost Children: Orphans, Vagrants, Delinquents, 
Half-Orphans, Dependents, Surrendered, Adopted” 

  Presented by Jeanne Larzalere Bloom 
  Further information at: www.caggni.org or 
  P.O. Box 59567, Schaumburg, IL 60159-0567 
 
Oct 21 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St.,  Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2015 6:30 PM Refreshments.  Society Business begins at 7:00 PM. 
 Program Presentation 7:30 PM to 8:45 PM. 

Program title is “To Be Determined”. 
 Guest speaker is To Be Determined. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
*Nov 7  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, November 7, 2015. 
SAT “Time Travel with Google Earth” (Live Webinar).   
2015             Presented by Lisa Louise Cooke 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   

http://www.caggni.org/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.caggni.org/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
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Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Nov 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2015  PM. 
  “Stories of the Lost; Researching World War II Military Records” 
  Presented by Jennifer Holik. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Nov 18 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St.,  Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2015 6:30 PM Refreshments.  Society Business begins at 7:00 PM. 
 Program Presentation 7:30 PM to 8:45 PM. 

Program title is “Beginning Polish Genealogy”. 
 Guest speaker is To Be Determined. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
Nov 21  CAGGNI.  Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois.  Meetings 
SAT held the 3rd Saturday of each month at Schaumburg Township District 
2015  Library, 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL.   

10:30 AM – 12:30 PM.  
  (Check CAGGNI website for meeting location.  Meeting locations have 
  occurred at other locations than Schaumburg Library main location.)    

Topic for the meeting “Visit with Ben Franklin” 
  Presented by Terry Lynch 
  Further information at: www.caggni.org or 
  P.O. Box 59567, Schaumburg, IL 60159-0567 
 
Dec 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2015  PM. 
  Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
*Jan 9  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, January 9, 2016. 
SAT “Using Facebook to Break Down Genealogical Brick Walls”   
2016             Presented by Katherine Willson (Live Webinar) 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

  
Jan 12  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 

http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
http://www.caggni.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
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  “Chicago Genealogy 101” 
  Presented by Grace . 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jan 13 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St.,  Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2016 6:30 PM Refreshments.  Society Business begins at 7:00 PM. 
 Program Presentation 7:30 PM to 8:45 PM. 

Program title is “To Be Determined”. 
 Guest speaker is To Be Determined. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
Jan 16  CAGGNI.  Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois.  Meetings 
SAT held the 3rd Saturday of each month at Schaumburg Township District 
2016  Library, 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL.   

10:30 AM – 12:30 PM.  
  (Check CAGGNI website for meeting location.  Meeting locations have 
  occurred at other locations than Schaumburg Library main location.)    

Topic for the meeting “Publishing Your Book: Tips and Tricks for the 
Writer” 

  Presented by Regina Yuill 
  Further information at: www.caggni.org or 
  P.O. Box 59567, Schaumburg, IL 60159-0567 
 
*Feb 6  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, February 6, 2016. 
SAT  “Irish Emigrants to North America: Before, During and After the     
2016  Famine” 
             Presented by Paul Milner 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Feb 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  “Finding Your Ancestors in Ireland” 
  Presented by Paul Milner. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Feb 17 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St.,  Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2016 6:30 PM Refreshments.  Society Business begins at 7:00 PM. 
 Program Presentation 7:30 PM to 8:45 PM. 

Program title is “Advanced Polish Genealogy”. 
 Guest speaker is To Be Determined. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
http://www.caggni.org/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
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 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
Feb 20  CAGGNI.  Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois.  Meetings 
SAT held the 3rd Saturday of each month at Schaumburg Township District 
2016  Library, 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL.   

10:30 AM – 12:30 PM.  
  (Check CAGGNI website for meeting location.  Meeting locations have 
  occurred at other locations than Schaumburg Library main location.)    

Topic for the meeting “Uncle Jakes’s Farm: Federal Land A to Z” 
  Presented by S. Elizabeth Ross 
  Further information at: www.caggni.org or 
  P.O. Box 59567, Schaumburg, IL 60159-0567 
 
*Mar 5  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, March 5, 2016. 
SAT  “Reading Between the Lines of the City Directory”        
2016             Presented by Teresa Steinkamp McMillin 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Mar 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
*Apr 2  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, April 2, 2016. 
SAT  “Get the Scoop: Interviewing to Gather Family Stories” 
2016             Presented by Diane Dassow 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Apr 12  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  “What’s the Buzz About BillionGraves?” 
  Presented by Debra Dudek. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Apr 20 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St.,  Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2016 6:30 PM Refreshments.  Society Business begins at 7:00 PM. 
 Program Presentation 7:30 PM to 8:45 PM. 

Program title is “To Be Determined”. 
 Guest speaker is To Be Determined. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 

http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
http://www.caggni.org/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
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 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
*May 7 Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, May 7, 2016. 
SAT “Researching at the Wisconsin Historical Society Library and Archives” 
2016             Presented by George Findlen 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
May 10 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  “Mapping Your Migrating Ancestors” 
  Presented by Tina Beaird. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jun 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
*Jul 12 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  “Using Ancestry.com Family Trees” 
  Presented by Caron Primas Brennan. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
*Aug 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  “Tips and Tricks for Using FamilySearch” 
  Presented by Dan Niemiec. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Sep 13  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
Oct 11  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  “To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined . 

http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
*Nov 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  “Using Fold3 to Research World War I and II Military Records” 
  Presented by Jennifer Holik. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Dec 13  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2016  PM. 
  Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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