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PLEASE NOTE
The statements in this newsletter cited as quotes from other newsletters, quarterlies,
etc., are quotations and not necessarily fact. I try not to reproduce statements that have
been denied as being true and also those statements that are “old news” and have been
quoted over a few years.
I would like to remind you that a few extra “paper” copies of newsletters from the
recent 2 months are filed at the “Ask Us” Desk on the 2nd floor along with the most recent
“handouts” from the last 2 months. Please remember that you can take any of the extra
paper copies in the folder. The Newsletter as well as all “handout” summaries for a
particular program will be contained in a folder specifically for that program date e.g.
Newsletter as well as “handout” summary for program on 1/12/10 are contained in a
separate folder. Each program date will have its own folder. If you do not find a copy in
the manila “extra” folder, you will have to copy from the permanent file binder. If the staff
has trouble finding the folders, please let me know.
More importantly, electronic PDF copies of the Newsletter and the “handouts”
summary for our monthly program can be obtained electronically as PDF files from our
Library’s Genealogy Blog called “Tony’s Genealogy Blog at the Schaumburg Township
District Library”. This is a WordPress blog that you can reach directly at:
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com
Look on the right side of the blog for links within the “Newsletter” category and the
“Program Handouts” category. You can read the material online, download as a PDF file to
your computer or print it from the blog.
If anyone needs to contact me via e-mail, you may reach me at the Schaumburg
Township District Library at:
akierna@stdl.org
Or if you need to reach me the old fashioned way by phone, please contact me
through the Schaumburg Township District Library at 847-923-3390. I now can
also be reached by direct FAX at the Schaumburg Township District Library. The
FAX number in Reference is 847-923-3335.
I am at the library each Monday, Tuesday (except on program dates) and
Wednesday morning from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Reference Office should you need to
meet me to obtain assistance in your research plan. Please let me know in advance if you
plan on dropping in on these days so we can schedule a convenient time slot within those
hours.
Tony Kierna - Genealogy Coordinator/Schaumburg Township District Library
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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JULY 11, 2017 GENEALOGY PROGRAM TOPIC
Our next genealogy program will take place on Tuesday evening, July 11, 2017.
Our guest speaker for the evening will be Ginger Frere. Ginger will present a
program titled “Using Timelines to Break Down Brick Walls”.
Learn how to use timelines, simple and complex, to solve genealogical problems,
analyze evidence, and determine avenues for further research.
Ginger Frere, MLIS, MBA, is a professional researcher who provides a variety of
research services to authors, professional historians, film makers and individuals interested
in genealogy. Her primary research interests include Chicago history and the creation of
online tools for genealogists. She was one of the driving forces behind the development of
ChicagoAncestors.org.
In addition to researching, Ginger is a frequent speaker in the Chicago-land area and
a regular instructor in Chicago’s Newberry Library Adult Education seminar program. She is
also a Newberry Scholar-in-Residence.
Ginger has attended the National Institute on Genealogical Research (NIGR) as well
as the Samford Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR) and the Genealogical
Research Institute of Pittsburgh.
She is a member of the Chicago Genealogical Society, the Illinois Genealogical
Society, the National Genealogical Society and the Association of Professional Genealogists.
You may visit the library’s web page at:
www.SchaumburgLibrary.org
to view a Calendar of Events section of the library web page for this program and for many
more non-genealogical programs offered by our library.
You can also visit the Genealogy Blog of the library that is authored by Tony Kierna.
Visit the blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com for all things related to genealogy
and the genealogy programs at the Schaumburg Township District Library.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS
Glad you could join us as you embark on a rather adventurous journey into the
unknown and far-reaching past! Please see me so I can get to know you and the details of
the “journey” you plan to take. Make sure you receive from me a special “newcomer”
package of materials that will help you take your first big steps.
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I would greatly appreciate your taking the time to fill out and return to me a simple
questionnaire that I use to better understand areas of research into which you may delve as
well as your having access or not to a home personal computer.
Please feel free to become acquainted with the Genealogy Collection at Schaumburg
Township District Library. Our book material is generally located in the 929.1XXXX to
929.3XXXX sections of both the Circulating Collection as well as the Reference Collection.
The library also has a Video, Audio and Microform Collection of Genealogy material located
in the AV-Department. The materials in AV are also identified in the same Dewey number
range as the printed material. These are two great browsing areas for you to review
introductory material.
For book material I would like to recommend as a starter a book titled Unpuzzling
Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy, 4th Ed. by Emily Anne Croom (929.1 CRO). A
companion book that would follow Unpuzzling Your Past is The Genealogist’s Companion &
Sourcebook also by Emily Anne Croom (R 929.1 CRO). These two books present a good
place to begin familiarizing yourself with the field of Genealogy. Feel free to review these
books.
If you have access to the Internet, you may want to check out a “How To Make A
Family Tree” web page that appears at the National Genealogical Society web site. The
address is:
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/How_to_make_a_family_tree
Our participants are a great group of friendly people who are willing to help each
other in their quest to discover their ancestors. Don’t be shy to mingle!! You may be
sitting next to a long, lost relative!?
Welcome to the group!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WHO WE ARE AND WHERE WE ARE LOOKING - FOLLOW-UP
Here is an update on our participant information that I am tracking. My database to
date includes information on 230 participants that have returned a filled-out questionnaire
to me. I have received updates from many of you since our last meeting. You truly are a
very sharing group in your willingness to share your personal information with others
attending our genealogy program concerning your research efforts.
From the filled-out questionnaires that have been returned to me, the numbers show
that they are searching for a total of 1,729 surnames among all of the individuals.
Remember, that I will bring to the program a current group report that I would
appreciate you reviewing and marking any additions, deletions or changes for your
particular information that you would like me to make onto the report itself. I will leave one
updated report by the genealogical material by the “Ask Us” Desk on the 2nd floor for you
to reference in-between meetings. I will make additions/deletions to the participants that
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will be reflected in the listing of participants contained in the red binder that will be on the
shelves at the combined Information/Magazine desk.
If you are in the library and need to review please ask someone at the “Ask Us” Desk
on the 2nd floor for the material. Also check for this binder at my desk in the Reference
Office if you do not find it at the “Ask Us” Desk.
Any feedback from you is welcome concerning the report and the material included
in it. I do occasionally make typos or I possibly misread what you provided.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SHORT TAKES / POTPOURRI
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter May 11, 2017, May
11, 2017, May 15, 2017, May 18, 2017, May 23, 2017, May 29, 2017 and are copyright
2017 by Richard W. Eastman. They are re-published here with the permission of the
author. Information about the newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com.
Watch the MyHeritage DNA Journey (May 11, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 11, 2017 · DNA · No Comments
Ever wonder how a laboratory tests DNA samples? MyHeritage has released a video
that shows the major steps involved. You can watch the video at:
https://youtu.be/Z_806nvZF2o.
U.S. Census Bureau Director John H. Thompson Resigns Unexpectedly (May 11,
2017)
Dick Eastman · May 11, 2017 · Legal Affairs · No Comments

In a move that may have a major impact on the 2020 U.S. census, U.S.
Census Bureau director John H. Thompson has resigned. The resignation apparently was not
expected. Government watchers and policy experts are worried that Thompson’s departure
on June 30 could bode poorly for the 2020 Census.
Thompson did not offer any explanation of why he resigned suddenly. However,
speculation is a popular sport in the District of Columbia and several so-called experts have
offered guesses as to the reasoning. You can read some of the guesses in an article in the
Digg web site at: http://digg.com/2017/census-director-resigns.

5

6/6/2017

Genealogist Who Helps Heirs Obtain Fortunes in Estate Cases Accused of Using
Forged Documents (May 15, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 15, 2017 · Current Affairs, Legal Affairs · 5 Comments
Every year, millions of people die worldwide without making a will (called dying
intestate), often leaving substantial cash and property estates which, if not claimed, goes to
the state. Worth billions, this provides vast income opportunities for genealogists who trace
missing beneficiaries to these valuable estates.

Heir tracing is the business of seeking living descendant relatives who
often have lost touch with their distant kin and, in most cases, have no idea of their family
link. Many professional genealogists also are heir hunters, also known as probate
researchers. Heir hunters are the ones who start with the information of a wealthy deceased
person and then find the previously-unknown relatives who stand to inherit the estate.
In return, the heir hunter charges a percentage of the inherited wealth, typically
30%, 40%, or more. For some, heir hunting has turned out to be a lucrative business,
paying much, much more than traditional genealogy research. Vadim Tevelev is one such
heir hunter.
Vadim Tevelev specializes in searching Eastern Europe for the long-lost relatives of
people who died without wills in New York City and in other parts of the United States.
Presently, he’s working on behalf of a Russian-born New Jersey woman to win her part of an
$8 million fortune left behind by Isaac Kramer, a Crown Heights, Brooklyn, lawyer who died
in 2008 at the age of 94. But several estate lawyers and genealogy experts have said that
the family trees and genealogical records that Tevelev submits as proof of kinship are not
always rooted in reality.
You can read the full story in a story by James Fanelli in the (New York) Daily News
at: http://nydn.us/2qj1ri3.
Announcing the MyHeritage Collection Catalog (May 18, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 18, 2017 · Online Sites · No Comments
MyHeritage has just announced the launch of the MyHeritage Collection Catalog, a
new section on the MyHeritage.com website that lists the historical record collections
indexed and available on MyHeritage SuperSearch™.
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The catalog is useful for beginners as well as professional users, as it details the
number of records each collection contains, which collections are new, and the date in which
each collection was added or last updated. It is available online and includes many useful
functions. I know that I will be using it frequently when looking for specific records.
The new Collection Catalog provides a useful listing of the collections on SuperSearch
and is a gateway to the vast historical treasure trove of 7.8 billion records currently offered
by MyHeritage.
You can learn more about the MyHeritage Collection Catalog in the MyHeritage Blog
at https://blog.myheritage.com/2017/05/new-collection.
Can Ancestry.com Claim Ownership of Your DNA Data? (May 23, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 23, 2017 · DNA, Legal Affairs · 2 Comments

A controversial article by a consumer protection attorney and former
deputy attorney general of New Jersey has stirred up a hornet’s nest. Joel Winston
published an article with the claim that the genealogy website Ancestry.com is “taking DNA
ownership rights” from customers and their families. In other words, he says that
Ancestry.com claims to own their customers’ personal DNA data.
Strong words, indeed. In fact, Mr. Winston’s assertions seem to be a bit far fetched.
Ancestry.com responded on the company’s DNA blog. Without mentioning Attorney
Winston by name, Ancestry.com’s Chief Privacy Officer Eric Heath called Winston’s post
“inflammatory and inaccurate.” Heath emphasized that Ancestry.com never takes ownership
of customers’ DNA. Instead, the customers license the information to Ancestry DNA but the
customers always retain ownership.
At first, ownership versus licensing appears to be a minor point, one that is of
concern only to lawyers. However, after reading both sides of the issue, it appears that both
parties believe the other party is mis-stating the facts.
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I like the explanation on Snopes.com, a well-respected web site that specializes in
correcting the lies and “urban legends” that seem to circulate frequently on the Internet.
Snopes.com’s analysis of the controversy is written in plain, non-legalese, English. It points
out there is a major difference between owning versus licensing.
For background information, you can read Attorney Joel Winston’s original article
at: bit.ly/2qMkQrl. The rebuttal by Ancestry.com’s Chief Privacy Officer Eric Heath is
available at: http://ancstry.me/2qe3dhx.
The legally binding AncestryDNA Terms and Conditions can be found at:
https://www.ancestry.com/dna/en/legal/us/termsAndConditions.
If you manage to read through all of those articles, I then STRONGLY urge you to
read the common-sense analysis by Snopes.com at http://www.snopes.com/ancestry-dnasteal-own.
As for me, I have no concerns about licensing my personal DNA information to
anyone, especially to a genealogy organization. It strikes me that DNA is simply a fact,
something that is not under my control. I didn’t ask for my DNA and I had no means of
influencing or changing it. I am neither especially proud of or ashamed of my DNA. It is
strictly a fact, the same as my fingerprints, my hair color, and the color of my eyes. There is
nothing “magic” about my DNA information.
I will suggest, however, that you need to make up your own mind about your DNA
information.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps Now Online (May 29, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 29, 2017 · Online Sites · One Comment
Many experienced genealogists can tell you that using the Sanborn Fire Insurance
Maps is a great way to learn more about the lives of your U.S. ancestors, especially if they
owned their own homes or rented homes or their places of business.
The Library of Congress has placed online nearly 25,000 Sanborn Fire Insurance
Maps, which depict the structure and use of buildings in U.S. cities and towns. Maps will be
added monthly until 2020, for a total of approximately 500,000.

The online collection now features maps published prior to 1900. The states available
include Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Delaware, Iowa, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan,
Nebraska, Nevada, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, Wisconsin and Wyoming. Alaska
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is also online, with maps published through the early 1960s. By 2020, all the states will be
online, showing maps from the late 1880s through the early 1960s.
The Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps are a valuable resource for genealogists,
historians, urban planners, teachers or anyone with a personal connection to a community,
street or building. The maps depict more than 12,000 American towns and cities. They show
the size, shape and construction materials of dwellings, commercial buildings, factories and
other structures. They indicate both the names and width of streets, and show property
boundaries and how individual buildings were used. House and block numbers are identified.
They also show the location of water mains, fire alarm boxes and fire hydrants.
You can learn more in the Library of Congress web site at:
https://www.loc.gov/item/prn-17-074/?loclr=fbloc-new. The Sanborn Fire Maps that are
already online may be found at: https://www.loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps/about-thiscollection.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LOCAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY NEWS/PROGRAMS
Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society
THE SOCIETY WILL NOT BE MEETING DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE AND
JULY 2017. THEY WILL RE-GATHER AGAIN ON A STILL UNDETERMINED DAY
POSSIBLY AT THE END OF AUGUST 2017 (POSSIBLY AUGUST 26, 2017) INSTEAD
OF A SEPTEMBER PROGRAM THAT WOULD CONFLICT WITH LABOR DAY.
The next meeting of the Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society will take place on
Saturday morning,(To Be Determined – likely to be August 26, 2017). The program for the
morning is titled “To Be Determined”. The speaker for the morning will be To Be
Determined.
This meeting will take place at the Arlington Heights Senior Center, 1801 W. Central
Rd., Arlington Heights, IL 60005 at 10:00 AM. There is a round table discussion that takes
place at 9:00 AM prior to the main meeting/program that starts at 10:00 AM. Participants
are invited to attend this round table and bring their research questions for discussion.
You may visit the society web page at:
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a
program schedule without actively sharing that fact. Checking their web site may also not
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site. That is still the first
place to check. You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised. That is always
not available either.
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We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is
accurate. However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made
aware of those changes.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

DuPage County Genealogical Society
THERE WILL BE NO MEETINGS OF THE DUPAGE COUNTY GENEALOGICAL
SOCIETY DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY, AND AUGUST 2017.
Please note that meetings that will take place for the society will occur
between September 2017 through May 2018. The September 2017 program will
occur at the DuPage County Historical Museum located at 102 E. Wesley Street in
Wheaton, IL. The October 2017 through May 2018 programs are once again
taking place at the Wheaton Public Library in the Lower Level. The address of the
library is 225 N. Cross St. in Wheaton, IL. Please note the times for refreshments
and the program. Refreshments are offered at 6:30 PM. The meeting will start at
7 PM and last till no longer than 8:45 PM.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the DuPage County Genealogical Society will
take place on Wednesday evening, September 20, 2017 between 7pm to 8:45pm.
Refreshments are offered at 6:30pm. The program scheduled for that evening is “To Be
Determined”. The speaker for the program will be To Be Determined.
You may visit the society's web page at:

www.dcgs.org
The society also has a blog that you can visit to find out about “this and that” related
to the society as well as find genealogical tips. You can visit the DuPage County
Genealogical Society blog at:
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a
program schedule without actively sharing that fact. Checking their web site may also not
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site. That is still the first
place to check. You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised. That is always
not available either.
We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is
accurate. However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made
aware of those changes.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI)
The next regular meeting of CAGGNI will take place on Saturday morning, July 15,
2017 at the Schaumburg Township District Library, Schaumburg, IL between 10:30am to
12:30pm. The program scheduled for this day is ”Are You Related to Someone
Famous?”. The speaker will be Bob Allen.
you.

A really fun aspect of genealogy is identifying "famous people" who are related to

We will talk about initial steps; how to prepare to do your research; helpful websites
like gene.com; famouskin and abcgenealogy; ways to explain your discoveries; and how
being related to a famous person can lead you to other relatives.

We will learn about the genealogies of Davy Crockett, Harriet Beecher Stowe, John
Adams, Tom Hanks, Laura Welch Bush, Ling John "Lackland" of England, Ann Boleyn and
others.
Bob Allen received a BA in Political Science and a Masters of Business Administration
(M.B.A.) from the University of Kansas.
He then graduated from the University of Texas Law School in Austin, Texas.
Now retired, he held executive positions with Container Corporation of America and
Baxter Healthcare.
You may visit the organization web page at:
www.CAGGNI.org
Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a
program schedule without actively sharing that fact. Checking their web site may also not
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site. That is still the first
place to check. You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised. That is always
not available either.
We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is
accurate. However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made
aware of those changes.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTERNET INFORMATION
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter May 5, 2017, and
May 9, 2017 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2017. They are re-published here
with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at

http://www.eogn.com
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The New York Public Library has Released a Maps by Decade Tool (May 5, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 5, 2017 · History · 10 Comments
The New York Public Library has been creating some amazing digital tools in the past
couple of years. The library wants more of its collection to be available to anyone with a
computer or hand-held device, so it’s been digitizing its old maps and photos and presenting
them in ways that make it easy for people accustomed to Google Maps and Streetview. In
fact, its eventual goal is to allow people to travel back in time as if Google Maps had existed
since the 19th century.

Last month, the library unveiled a Maps By Decade tool that lets people place old
maps over the current street grid, and search by decade and neighborhood. They had made
similar tools available before but never with this kind of handy decade-by-decade design.
The Maps by Decade Tool may be found at: http://spacetime.nypl.org/maps-bydecade.
My thanks to newsletter reader Jim Henderson for telling me about this great
resource.
Announcing c3 Heirlooms – a Web Server App for Recording the History of
Family Heirlooms (May 9, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 9, 2017 · Cloud Services, Software · One Comment
Did you inherit any family heirlooms that have been passed down from generation to
generation? If so, you need to record and preserve the history of each piece as you know it
to make sure the history does not get lost for future generations. In fact, some history may
have already been lost before the items came into your possession. You owe it to future
generations to preserve whatever historical information you may have.
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Scott Hampton, the creator of c3 Heirlooms, states on his web site:
“c3 Heirlooms was created to stop that trend and allow you and your family to easily
record your heirlooms and their history. I created this because our family needed it. Maybe
yours could use it as well.”
Some features are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You can view all heirlooms, only those you have, or only those someone else has
Each heirloom can have it’s history recorded in an unlimited length
When an heirloom history is submitted, who submitted it and the date is
permanently recorded
You can post up to 3 photos for each heirloom
You can assign an owner and location for each heirloom
Heirloom categories can be added as needed by the admin
The admin can set up as many users as desired
Only the admin can edit who owns an heirloom, or set up a new heirloom without
submitting a history

c3 Heirlooms is a server side database app, meaning you’ll need to have access to a web
server to use this. It requires PHP and MySQL to run. (If you are not familiar with the terms
PHP and MySQL, I will suggest this is not an app for you to install. Seek some assistance
from an experienced web server administrator, or check out the assistance that Scott
Hampton is offering.)
c3 Heirlooms will not run on a home computer or laptop unless you are running the
appropriate server software on that computer (such as LAMP or MAMP). If you don’t have a
web server at your disposal, Scott can offer you a small web hosting package to run this on,
using a domain of your choice or a sub domain he can provide. If you need help setting up
the software he can do that for you as well for a small fee.
Set up is relatively simple. Un-zip the file and upload the entire contents to the web
directory on your server and follow the instructions provided, which includes an an
installation script to do most of the hard work for you.
The c3 Heirlooms app is provided for your personal (not for profit) use free of cost.
Donations are always accepted, however.
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This looks like an interesting new web app for anyone who has a need for it. You can
learn more and look at a bunch of screenshots at http://creed3.com/c3/scripts-andapps/c3-heirlooms/.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PERIODICAL NEWS
Your Genealogy Today
Today.

We have received the May/June 2017, Volume 3, Number 2 issue of Your Genealogy
Key articles in this issue are:
“Up a Creek without a Name”
By David A. Norris
David A. Norris looks at how you might be able to identify creeks, streams,
branches and other waterways often seen on old documents and maps.
“Judy G. Russell Says … “Don’t Forget the Ladies””
By Judy G. Russell
“Pre-Vital Records – Where’s a Person to Look?”
By Diane L. Richard
Diane L. Richard suggests when the searching gets tough, look at alternate
sources for birth, marriage and death data.
“Finding Fortune in Canada’s Other Gold Rush”
By Pat Javor
Pat Javor reveals the difficult life of her husband’s ancestor who came to
Canada in the early 20 th century to find his fortune in Northern Ontario.
“Tracking Down Grandpa Graham”
By Wynne Crombie
Wynne Crombie sets out to find her grandfather’s grave in County Down.
“Nurse or Wife: An Early 20th Century Choice”
By George Matheson
George Matheson rediscovers his grandmother and her early life as a nurse
through family photos and letters.
“The Reality of History and Its Impact on the Family Researcher”
By Russell H. Erganbright
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Russell H. Erganbright learns that you have to take the good with the bad
when researching your ancestors.
“DNA Testing and Family: Just Keep It Simple”
By Diahan Southard
“Reasons Why You Should Contribute to a Genealogical Publication”
By Diane L. Richard
“An Epitaph for Thomas Emmett and Grace Sowards”
By Sonya Tangsrud Dwyer
Sonya Tangsrud Dwyer solves the mystery of where three distant
cousins were laid to rest.
“Ten Tips to Bust Through Family History Writer’s Block”
By Lisa A. Alzo
Lisa A. Alzo offers some ideas to tap into your creative muse to finally
write that family history!
“Dave Obee Says DNA Research is Great, But Don’t Forget Your
Roots!”
By Dave Obee
I thought that a good article in this issue is one titled “Ten Tips to Bust through
Family History Writer’s Block”. The author of the article is Lisa A. Alzo.
The author provides a nice list of ten tips for the researcher that is actually writing
the family history to consider when the words just are not flowing. The author has provided
some suggested ways on how to break through writer’s block and get you going again.
Suggested methods to get past writer’s block:
•

Begin. Don’t just sit staring at a blank page. Start something, anything.
Try writing some notes, or an outline or a sentence. It does not have to be
perfect.

•

Mind Map. A mind map is a diagram used to represent words, ideas, tasks
or other items linked to and arranged around a central key word or idea. See
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mind_map. “Mind maps are used to generate,
visualize, structure, and classify ideas, and as genealogists, we can use them
to solve our brick wall research problems or sketch out a family history.

•

Implement a writing schedule and stick to it. Schedule some writing for
yourself just like we schedule so many aspects of our lives. Take account of
your own upbeat periods to schedule the time to coincide when you notice
yourself being most creative e.g. early morning, late at night. Set a timer.
Try to write for at least 15 minutes. Don’t edit. Just write. Consider the
Pomodoro Technique at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pomodoro_Technique.
This technique uses a timer to break things down into intervals, traditionally
at 25 minutes in length separated by short breaks.
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•

Use writing prompts or exercises. If you like to blog, there are many
blogging prompts to use. Amy Johnson Crow’s 52 Ancestors in 52 Weeks at
www.nostorytoosmall.com/52-ancestors-in-52-weeks or the author’s own
techniques Fearless Females series at
www.theaccidentalgenealogist.com/2016/02/fearless-females-bloggingprompts.html. In other words follow some set defined topic of the day to do
you writing. In blogging, you will often find a given day for “military writing”
or another day for “census writing” during which you can write about your
ancestor connected to the topic of the day.

•

Set deadlines. A deadline might be able to get you going, especially if there
is one that comes from outside of your own calendar. Maybe you told your
cousin you were going to provide them with a short biographical background
of a shared ancestor. Stick to the schedule and the words will flow. Blog
parties, such as those hosted at the Little Bytes of Life Blog at
www.littlebytesoflife.com , can be great for this. Try signing up for the
National Novel Writing Month at http://nanowrimo.org. Or, set up a private
blog yourself and schedule yourself to write a post every day or a certain
minimum number per week.

•

Pretend you’re telling the story to a favorite aunt. Put fun into the
writing by thinking you are just telling a story to a favorite person. You will
start with the most interesting and end by reinforcing the point you want to
make. You can use technology to help you speak your story such as the
Livescribe pen at www.livescribe.com/en-us or voice recording the feature in
Evernote at http://evernote.com. You can just use your smart phone and the
built-in recording function.

•

Remember why you are writing. Write what you know, but also write what
you are passionate about. Think about your original inspirations regarding
the topic. Is it about a heroic ancestor? Is it about a “black sheep” ancestor?
Just jot down key words. Don’t focus on the mechanics of writing.

•

Read. Have some catch-up inspirational reading material to tap into. Picture
that article as having come from your own writing abilities. Re-read some of
your own previously written material. That may help you with your own
current writer’s block.

•

Utilize technology. Think of apps for “brainstorming”. Consider JRNL at
http://jrnl.com. Consider DayOne App at http://dayoneapp.com. Consider a
larger and powerful app such as Scrivener at
www.literatureandlatte.com/scrivener.php. This app will cost you $40 for PC
and $45 for Mac.

•

Take a hike. Maybe your idea just needs time to develop. Distract your
mind by doing something else. Maybe the distraction and the time will trigger
a new idea for you to write about.

The author provided some additional links to other tools. She placed them under a
category of “Practice Distraction-Free Writing”. Those mentioned were:
•

BlindWrite (free edit-lock tool) @ http://blindwrite.herokuapp.com

•

Earnest (free edit-lock tool) @ www.moreorless.co.uk/earnest

•

FirstDraft (works with Google Docs) @ http://first-draft.en.softonic.com

•

Ilys (free web-based edit-lock tool with word count) @ http://ilys.com
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•

Toma Timer (for Google Chrome) @ http://chrome.google.com/webstore

Do you find yourself stuck with getting all of your researched written up in some
fashion. Try some of the above techniques to see if you can break through your writer’s
block log jam to get the words flowing again.
I thought that another good article in this issue is one titled “Dave Obee Says DNA
Research is Great, But Don’t Forget Your Roots!”. The author of the article is Dave Obee.
He writes a one-page article that is called “The Back Page” that appears in this journal. It is
short and sweet and always informative.
Dave described how the genealogical community is turning more and more to DNA
testing. But DNA testing should not become the way to research your entire family history.
However, there are still overlaps between the two can be very productive.
One of these research points is to consider having siblings and cousins tested for
DNA and even parents if you are lucky to still have them alive. Just like in regular non-DNA
research, it is always recommended to research the siblings when you are having a
particular problem making discoveries on the sibling in the family that is your direct line
ancestor. By researching the siblings, it could very well open the door to discoveries on
your own direct line ancestor when all of your research has failed to do so. Your ancestor’s
siblings may lead to documents and locations for you to research that you perhaps did not.
The author suggests the same process works for DNA. Intuitively, it might seem
that DNA tests on siblings and cousins could not show more than what it does for you and
your relationship to them. However, their genes are different than your own even though
you share the same parents. DNA can and does combine differently on children born from
the same parents. Otherwise, we would all be clones.
The author has had his siblings and cousins tested for DNA. His sister’s results
actually provided 10% more matches in AncestryDNA than that of the author. Another
sister who was DNA tested showed 40% more matches in the results from AncestryDNA.
That means that their matches are different opening up the opportunity for connecting to
even more cousins out there than if you were just using your own matches.
Another observation by the author notes that a parent’s DNA test will generally have
even more matches that those from just you as the son or daughter.
Dave provided another example using mtDNA test he submitted that is intended for
tracing his mother’s DNA. He did a close match to someone near him. What made the
story more interesting was that the match he received was to someone that knew they were
adopted but had no idea of their birth ancestry. The DNA results for this person did not
help her identify anyone that was connected to her through DNA. However, Dave saw the
opportunity to work the non-DNA research side of her research. With clues provided by his
mtDNA match he was able to search online databases and obtain some clues. One hour
later he was able to discover within Facebook a woman in her 80s who was in fact her birth
mother!
The lesson here is that DNA is a tool for researchers to use. He submitted an mtDNA
test that matched him to someone close genetically. Yet that person, being adopted, did
not know anything about her own birth information. One match to this person via mtDNA
allowed him to do some old-fashioned research within databases using clues supplied by the
matched person and in a short time he was able to make a dramatic find of this person’s
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mother. I am sure all stories do not end in such a positive way. However using a DNA tool
led to connections that led to basic non-DNA research that led to the discovery of a mother!
This is another very good issue of Your Genealogy Today. I also noticed that many
of the authors of this issue were authors who I do not recognize as previous contributors.
So if you are in the writing mood, you may want to write an article and submit it to the
magazine for publication.
Take a look at the Table of contents I identified of the articles in the issue to see if
any have a match to your own research interests or needs. Consider making a personal
copy of such article from the journal we have.
You will find this most recent issue of Your Genealogy Today on the 2nd floor of our
library on the magazine shelves.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BOOKS IN PRINT
We have added a book titled Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic
Genealogy to our circulating collection. The author of the book is Blaine T. Bettinger. The
book was published in 2016. It has 238 pages. It was added to our collection in 2016. The
call number of the book is 929.1 BETTINGER, B. The book is located on the 2nd floor of our
library on the tall circulating shelves.
The following book review was written by Bobbi King:
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Family Tree Guide to DNA Testing and Genetic Genealogy
By Blaine T. Bettinger, Family Tree Books. 2016. 238 pages.
Blaine Bettinger publishes his blog “The Genetic Genealogist” where he writes the
relevance and worth of genetics testing used alongside the methodology of traditional
genealogy research. He updates the readers on the latest approaches to the science and its
applicability to our work. His long and close association with genetics genealogy qualifies
him as a most apt author for a guidebook.
Guide to DNA Testing offers a lot of information for the beginner and advanced
researcher alike.
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“Part One: Getting Started” is three chapters: Genetic Genealogy Basics, a brief
history of DNA testing, the four kinds of tests, and identifying your genetic family tree;
Common Misconceptions that exposes the myths and misunderstandings of DNA testing;
and Ethics and Genetic Genealogy, an exploration of the ethical dilemmas involved in DNA
testing for family research.
“Part Two: Selecting A Test” describes the four testing choices: Mitochondrial-DNA,
Y-Chromosomal DNA, Autosomal-DNA, and X-Chromosomal DNA, and the information
gained from each.
“Part Three: Analyzing and Applying Test Results” is five chapters: Third-Party
Autosomal-DNA Tools, which is about using online tools and software in analyzing your
atDNA data; Ethnicity Estimates, about what you will and won’t learn about your family
history using ethnicity estimates; Analyzing Complex Questions with DNA that helps you
strategize challenging research questions; Genetic Testing for Adoptees; and The Future of
Genetic Genealogy.
Guide to DNA Testing is a wide-ranging guide to the DNA science as it applies to
genealogy. It’s filled with illustrations, graphs, drawings, and charts that clarify the scientific
content. It’s easy to read and comprehend.
This would be an important addition to your genealogical reference library.
Guide to DNA Testing is available from the publisher, Family Tree Books,
at http://bit.ly/2pnSoNb as well as from Amazon at http://amzn.to/2qvArwo.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SOFTWARE/HARDWARE
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter May 22, 2017 and
May 24, 2017 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2017. They are re-published here
with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at

http://www.eogn.com
Geniarts – “When a Family Tree Becomes Art” (May 22, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 22, 2017 · Business News · No Comments
I must admit that I do not have any experience with this proposed product but it
certainly looks interesting. Geniarts is the name of a company that develops “family tree
templates, by creating a website dedicated to contemporary artists who imagine new family
tree template.” The company also states, “In three simple steps, your family tree becomes
the heart of an work of art.”
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Geniarts is a company in Brussels,
Belgium that has started a Kickstarter project. That is, the project is described on the
Kickstarter web site as part of a global crowdfunding effort. Kickstarter collects money from
the general public and provides it to the various projects described on Kickstarter.com, such
as Geniarts. Project creators choose a deadline and a minimum funding goal. If the goal for
that project is not met by the deadline, no funds are ever collected. The result is a kind of
assurance contract.
Quoting from the Geniarts project on the Kickstarter web site:
First Step,
You choose the artwork that suits you best from the gallery. The artwork is specially
designed by renowned and prestigious artists, and can be chosen by you from our large
catalogue.
Second Step,
Geniarts has developed a sophisticated encoding tool allowing you to project your
family tree on any artwork by uploading a GEDCOM file or encoding your data. So you can
decide which artwork gives the most pleasing result. Then you can simply edit the preselected font and color as you wish.
Third Step,
Once you have done this, you can choose and buy:
Limited Edition reproduction available in different formats and qualitys including your
own Data From $ 129.
Original artwork, exclusively created for you by the artist, Including your own data:
Available from: $ 2,800.00.
For example, imagine your family tree created as a sculpture, with the names of
your ancestors recorded in bronze forever…
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Here is another example:

You can learn more and see other examples of some of the finished products at:
http://kck.st/2qQdTnr.
Update of MacKiev’s Family Tree Maker 2017 Release Plans (May 24, 2017)
Dick Eastman · May 24, 2017 · Software · No Comments
MacKiev has been working feverishly on the new release of Family Tree Maker 2017.
There have also been hints in the MacKiev status reports that the folks at Ancestry.com also
have been burning the midnight oil on their end as well.
The details have not been released but apparently one big show stopper has been
getting the Family Tree Maker 2017 software in both the Windows and Macintosh computers
to synchronize properly with Ancestry.com’s servers. Apparently, the problems are believed
to be close to resolved. Beta test users reportedly have been performing updates for several
days now.
If you are curious when the release will be finalized, keep an eye on the
MacKiev.com status reports at https://support.mackiev.com/498640-RELEASE-OF-FTM2017. Those status reports seem to updated about every week or so.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

FUNNY BONE
I found some funny images relating to genealogy. I captured a few of them below
for you to see. Found them in a blog titled “Family History Research by Jody” in a section of
her blog titled “Genealogy Humor”. Use the link right below to get to the site and you will
see many, many more.
http://familyhistoryresearchbyjody.blogspot.com/p/genealogy-humor.html
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Check out the link above for many more!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
For An Even More Comprehensive List of All Kinds of Genealogy
Programs Being Offered Locally and Even Nationally, Please Visit My
Blog I Write for the Library and Look At My Page Titled “Calendar of
Local Genealogy Events”.
Here Is A Direct Link To the Calendar:

22

6/6/2017

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-localgenealogy-events/
(Additions Since Last Newsletter Indicated With An “*”)
Jun 13
TUE
2017

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions.
No Speaker
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.

Jul 11
TUE
2017

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“Using Timelines To Break Down Brick Walls”
Presented by Ginger Frere.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Aug 8
TUE
2017

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“Transcribing Records for FamilySearch”
Presented by Jeffrey Bockman.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Sep 12
TUE
2017

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions.
No Speaker
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.

Oct 10
TUE
2017

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“Developing a Sixth Census: Finding More in the “Census” Than
Meets the Eye”
Presented by Dr. Daniel Hubbard.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Nov 14
TUE
2017

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“How the PBS Genealogy Roadshow Solved My Family Mystery!”
Presented by Gail Lukasik.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com
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Dec 12
TUE
2017

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions.
No Speaker
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.

Jan 9
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
"Optimizing Your Searches on the Internet -- It's More Than
FamilySearch and Ancestry”
Presented by Maureen Brady.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Feb 13
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“The Voyages of Our German Immigrants”
Presented by Teresa Steinkamp McMillin, CG.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Mar 13
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions”
No Speaker
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

*Apr 10
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“Family History’s Navigational Tool: The Genealogical Proof Standard
(G.P.S.)”
Presented by To Be Determined.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

*May 8
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“How To Deal with Other Genealogists Without Going Crazy” (Live
Webinar)
Presented by Thomas MacEntee, via off-site webinar.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Jun 12

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
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TUE
2018

130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions”
No Speaker
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Jul 10
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“To Be Determined”
Presented by To Be Determined.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Aug 14
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“To Be Determined”
Presented by To Be Determined.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Sep 11
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions”
No Speaker
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Oct 9
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“To Be Determined”
Presented by To Be Determined.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Nov 13
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“To Be Determined”
Presented by To Be Determined.
Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com

Dec 11
TUE
2018

Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.
130 S. Roselle Road. Schaumburg, IL, 60193. 7:30 PM. Room opens at 7
PM.
“Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions”
No Speaker
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Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390.
Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com
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