
Organized and presented by
Polish Genealogical Society of America®

2018 PGSA Bus Tour & Conference

Featuring: Ceil Wendt Jensen, 
Tadeusz Pilat (Warsaw, Poland),  
W. Fred Hoffman, Ola Heska, 

& Marsha Peterson-Maass

Sites include: St. Stanislaus Kostka Church ✦  
Navy Pier ✦ St . Hyacinth Basilica ✦  
St. Mary of the Angels Church ✦ Numerous 
Chicago Firsts ✦ and more!

European Crystal Banquets & Conference Center
 519 W. Algonquin Road

  Arlington Heights, IL 60005

Polonia Near & Far— 
the Polish Diaspora

Friday, September 14, 2018

Saturday, September 15, 2018

40th Anniversary
Conference

Lodging: DoubleTree Hilton – Arlington Heights
75 W. Algonquin Road, Arlington Heights, IL

Chicago’s  North Side Polonia Bus Tour

 Wish you 

were here! Members & Friends
Everywhere

PGSA Conference Chair



7:30am Check-in Opens  One-on-one document translation help available  Media & Vendor sales

8:30– 
9:30am

Session 1:  Navigating Polonia – The Polish Diaspora: North, South, East, West – Canada,  
United States, and Mexico — Ceil Jensen
Expand your personal family history—explore Polonia North, South East and West. A timeline will 
answer who, what, when, where, why, and how Polish communities developed in North America.

9:45–
10:45am

Session 2:  Polish Diaspora Throughout Central Europe — Tadeusz PilaT
Explore what circumstances propelled the migration of Poles to cross borders and establish 
communities throughout Europe, navigating political, religious, and economic challenges.

11:00–
12:00pm

Session 3: Genealogy & Geography: You Can’t Have One Without the Other — W. Fred HoFFman
Use maps, gazetteers, geographical dictionaries, parish record notations, and more to trace 
ancestral footsteps and open new avenues of research.

12:00–
1:45pm

LUNCHEON
Presentation of Awards; poster auction finale

2:00– 
2:45pm

Session 4: Polish Diaspora: The International Stage — ola Heska
Learn how and why Poles settled in Australia, New Zealand, Chile, Brazil, Argentina, the 
Middle East, Haiti, India, and South Africa and made their mark.

3:00– 
3:45pm

Session 5A: Researching the Gift of Health: 
Compiling Your Medical Family Tree 
— marsHa PeTerson-maass
Delve into the importance of compiling medical 
family trees—what is crucial when using traditional 
research and today’s commercial DNA results tests.

Session 5B: Military Records From the Three 
Partitions — Tadeusz PilaT
Presenting major facts about military lists and other 
records required for military service—an excellent 
source for genealogical information.

4:00– 
4:45pm

Session 6A: The Most Helpful Genealogy Tools 
You’ve Never Used — marsHa PeTerson-maass
Offering a wealth of helpful tools and practical 
uses of topic research strategies, brick walls, 
genealogical precepts, CyndisList Tools, county 
boundaries, timelines, blogs, and Wikis.

Session 6B: The Long and Winding Road…the 
History of Antoni Przytula — Ceil WendT Jensen
From a vague family story to finding my grandfather’s 
birth family through pairing of DNA testing, online 
databases with parish and civil records, use of 
autosomal testing and a Polish paper trail.

European Crystal Banquet & Conf. Ctr. 
519 W. Algonquin Road, Arlington Hts, IL Saturday Conference Details

Lunch choices Chicken breast with mushroom sauce OR Chef’s Choice Vegetarian

DoubleTree Hilton - Arlington Heights 
75 W. Algonquin Rd., Arlington Heights, 
IL 60004 has reserved a limited number 
of rooms for attendees at the special rate 
of $109 per night plus tax (Thursday thru 
Monday; 9/13-9/17). 

To reserve, call 1-847-364-7600 or go 
online to https://bit.ly/Kp4vjU  by  
August 13, 2018. Use the code PGS 
to indicate you are a PGSA participant. 
Credit card guarantee is required.

  Ceil WendT Jensen, 
ma
Author, educator, and 
researcher, Ceil was 
founder and co-director of 
the Polonica Americana 
Research Institute, 
the Polish Mission’s 

genealogy center in Orchard Lake, Michigan. 

She has conducted research throughout the 
U.S. and in Poland at libraries, civil archives, 
diocesan archives, and local parishes. Ceil has 
written articles for national society bulletins 
and newsletters, magazines, journals and has 
authored numerous books including: Detroit’s 
Polonia, Detroit’s Mount Elliott Cemetery, 
Detroit’s Mount Olivet Cemetery; and Sto Lat: 
A Modern Guide to Polish Genealogy.

  Tadeusz PilaT, mls, ag
An Accredited Genealogist 
specializing in Polish 
research, including all 
partitions of the former 
Commonwealth of Poland, 
Tadeusz (Teddy) is fluent in 
Polish, German, and English, 

and can read Latin, Russian Cyrillic and so-called 
Kurrent and Sütterlin (old German scripts). 

Teddy has lectured in Warsaw and Opole, Poland, 
at the 150th Anniversary of Panna Maria in Texas, 
UPGS 2014, at Polish Genealogical Society of 
Connecticut & Northeast, and PGSA’s webinar.

Tadeusz is also available for hire—for research 
searching for ancestral towns and in archives, 
and/or as a personal guide in Poland.



Friday Bus Tour Details
7:15–7:45am 
PROmPT

Meet in hotel lobby—check-in, board bus 
Full-color Chicago’s North Side Polonia Bus Tour Highlights Guidebook will be distributed

✦ Hotel—Tour Guide to give history of establishment of Polonia in Chicago while traveling on the bus.
✦ 9:00–9:30am Tour of Saint Stanislaus Kostka Church
✦ Survey ancestral roots sites of pertinent buildings or former locations of importance
✦ Chicago History Museum/Lincoln Park Zoo
✦ Elks National Veterans Memorial
✦ 11:00am-1:00Pm Navy Pier - Lunch stop & explore (more info to follow)

✦ 1:00Pm Exploring Chicago living quarters, commerical, and industrial places of importance 
✦ 1:45–2:15Pm Tour of Saint Mary of the Angels Parish
✦ Sites of historical importance to Chicago and of Polish influence
✦ 3:15–3:45Pm Tour Saint Hyacinth Basilica
✦ Return drive. Bus will drop dinner attendees (optional) at European Crystal, and others at 

DoubleTree hotel. (A hotel shuttle will be available for transport from European Crystal to hotel.)
(These are highlights—a work in progress! Much more to come.)

DoubleTree Hilton - Arlington Heights
75 W. Algonquin Rd. Arlington Heights, IL
 1-847-364-7600

 W. Fred HoFFman, ma; 
Pgsa Rodziny ediTor,
1992–present. Author and 
editor, Fred works in German, 
Latin, Polish, and Russian, 
with occasional brief forays 
into Czech, Lithuanian, and 
Ukrainian. He edits the e-zine 

Gen Dobry! and is the chief editor of the Journal 
for the East European Genealogical Society.

Working with Jonathan D. Shea, they published 
Following the Paper Trail: A Multilingual 
Translation Guide, and the In Their Words series. 
Fred has written numerous books for PGSA 
including Polish Surnames: Origins and Meanings, 
2nd ed. He contributes frequently to several 
Internet sites and lists devoted to central and 
eastern European genealogical research.

 ola Heska, ma
Ola received her M.A. in 
Russian Philology from Łodz 
University, Poland. She 
works as a genealogist and 
translator, and volunteers 
at the Naperville Family 
History Center. 

Ola has been researching her family roots for 
20+ years. Fluent in Polish, Russian, and English, 
with knowledge of and experience in Latin, she 
also deciphers old Russian handwriting. 

Ola is a PGSA board member and a member 
of the Polish Genealogical Society (PTG) in 
Warsaw—http://genealodzy.pl, and for the 
past several years has volunteered in a vital 
records transcription project led by PTG.

 marsHa  
PeTTerson-maass
A national-level speaker, 
teacher and lecturer on 
many genealogy topics, 
Marsha is author of 
the Fundamentals of 
Genealogy® textbook series: 

(1) Basics for Everyone, (2) The Most Helpful 
Tools You’ve Never Used, (3) Medical Family Tree 
Workbook, and (4) Beyond Shaky Leaf Hints.

As Director of Valor Research for Purple 
Hearts Reunited—a charitable foundation that 
receives lost Purple Heart medal donations, 
then performs genealogical research to reunite 
them with the veteran or their family—
Marsha and her team received the ISGS “2017 
Community Service Award”.

BYO - Bring Your Own, or Navy Pier Food Court – wide election; full details will be available  
on the PGSA website and passed out on the bus.

Lunch choices 

6:15pm PGSA has reserved a private banquet room serving a Polish-accent dinner.  (optional)
 For a limited time, translation help (Polish, German, Russian) will be available after dinner.

Bus seating is limited—first come, first reserved. Cost covers all gratuities/donations, guidebook, and 
transportation. Location for tour bus pick up: DoubleTree Hilton - Arlington Heights, 75 W. Algonquin 
Road, Arlington Heights, 60005, lobby. Check-in Time: 7:15-7:45am – Bus MUST leave at 8:00am.

TranslaTing Help
One-on-one document translation 
assistance—Polish, Russian, 
Latin, German including old scripts 
(Kurrent and Sütterlin). Sign up for 
a 15-minute session.

ask Us!
Consulting services—experienced 
volunteers to help with genealogy 
how-tos, quick look-ups in key 
reference books, answer research 
questions, etc.

Media Room . . . Vendors, Sources
Fun Stuff for Genealogists, PGSA 
Media, Newberry Library, Chicago 
Genealogy Soc., Photo Grafix (bring 
photos for scanning on-site, take 
original(s) home), and others!



 

Polish Genealogical Society of America®
 

40th Anniversary   •   September 14–15, 2018 

 
 

  

 

40 Anniversary   •   September 14–15, 2018

mVisit http://pgsa.org and click on the HIGHLIGHTS picture to link to the tour/conference information.m 

   R e g i s t r a t i o n  o p e n s  M o n d a y ,  M a y  7 ,  2 0 1 8     
NOTE: Please register for the bus tour and/or conference using the PGSA secure website and your credit card. There are NO fees or 

service charges to you or to PGSA, and the time savings will be greatly appreciated. Dzi!kuj! bardzo! (Use this form as a reference while 
doing the online registration; or, only if you must register with a check payment—mail-in credit card payment is not available.) 

PLEASE register online; if you must pay by check - 
one registrant name per form; photocopy form as needed 

 

 PGSA member # 
 

Address City State Zip Code 
 

Phone number (if PGSA needs to contact you)  Email (to send confirmation info) 

 
Become a member ($40 for 2 years) to receive PGSA’s award-winning quarterly journals, members-only web access, discounts 
on media, and get the special member tour and conference rates! Online enrollment: https://pgsa.org/membership/ 

At the same ‘member rate’ your spouse can attend the bus tour, the conference, tour/conference package, the Friday Polish-accent dinner, or just  
the conference luncheon*. In the online store, adjust ‘quantity’ to reflect choices where individual items are not part of tour/conference package.  
* If ‘Luncheon Only’ is desired, do the same—in the online store, adjust quantity for individual item when it is not part of the tour/conf. package. 
 (If submitting by mail with a check, complete a separate registration form and include it with your payment.) 

EARLY REGISTRATION – Online registration before midnight (or postmarked by midnight) AUGUST 17, 2018. 
(check only one box) Bus Tour/Conference Package Bus Tour ONLY** Conference ONLY 

Early registration – member ! $175 Best Value! ! $100 ! $100 
Early registration – non-member ! $240 ! $120 ! $120 

8/18–8/31 registration – member ! $220 ! $100 ! $120 
8/18–8/31 registration – non-member  ! $260 ! $120 ! $140 

9/1–9/9 registration – member 
Reference website for availability status 

! $140 
9/1–9/9 registration – non-member ! $160 

Conference Lunch choice: check one  
Conference (Saturday) lunch included with 
registration; select food preference far right 

Lunch is Bring-Your-Own or 
at Navy Pier Food Court 

! ! 

*Conference Lunch only (anyone not registering for the conference)  Not applicable ! $40 

Friday Polish-accent plated dinner at European Crystal – optional 
–Tour bus will drop off at European Crystal (w/post-dinner shuttle) and at DoubleTree Hotel ! $35 

! ! 

** Bus seating is limited – first come, first reserved. Cost covers all gratuities/donations, guidebook, and transportation. Lunch is BYO – 
(Bring Your Own) or purchase from any of the numerous vendors/restaurants at Navy Pier. (Detailed information will be provided.) 
Location for tour bus pick-up: DoubleTree by Hilton Arlington Heights, 75 W. Algonquin Road, Arlington Heights, IL 60005, lobby. 
Check-in/Boarding Time: 7:15-7:45AM – Bus MUST leave at 8:00AM. 

 Amount due this registration form:  $  Per mailed envelope: Multiple 
registration forms and one check  
is acceptable. 

! Mail-ins ONLY: Check here if 
applying for membership – print 
application form from PGSA website, 
complete and include payment. 

Amount due additional registration forms:  $  
Total amount submitted (check only):  $  

CONFERENCE CHECK-IN begins at 7:30AM on Saturday, September 15, 2018 for lecture starting at 8:30AM. One-on-one document 
translation help will be available. Conference includes syllabus, hot-plated luncheon, presentation of Awards, and poster auction finale.  
PGSA Media table and notable vendors/exhibitors will open Saturday by 7:30AM. 

Mail registration form(s) with check (made payable to PGS of America) to:   
Margie LaCerra, 211 Gillick Street, Park Ridge, IL 60068-4929          email:  pgsaconference@gmail.com 

DoubleTree by Hilton Arlington Heights, (75 W. Algonquin Road, Arlington Heights, IL 60005) has reserved a limited number of rooms for 
attendees at the special rate of $109 per night plus tax (Thursday thru Monday nights; 9/13–9/17). To reserve, call 1-847-364-7600 or go online to 
https://bit.ly/Kp4vjU  by August 13, 2018. Use the code PGS to indicate you are a PGSA participant. Credit card guarantee is required. 

Name: 
(please print) 

ONLY if seating 
is available 

(be a 2-yr. member–save $25) 

ONLY if bus seating 
is available 

Roast Pork   Vegetarian 

Chicken     Vegetarian 

(includes lunch) 


