
 1 6/4/2019 

 
 

 

 
 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
June 2019 --- No. 285  

 
Please Note  ……….……………………………………………………………………………………….….…. Page 2 
July 9, 2019 Program …………………….……..…....….…....…...…….…................… Page 2 
Welcome …………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Page 3 
Who We Are ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. Page 4 
Short Takes/Potpourri ……………………………………………………………………………………….. Page 5 
 Prediction: The Dead Will Take Over Facebook In 50 Years ................ Page 5 

Ancestry DNA Under Fire for Algorithm Changes .…….……………….…...…. Page 6 
“Who Do You Think You Are?” Returns On NBC.............................…… Page 6 

 Delaware May Increase Time Interval To Access Vital Records .….....….  Page 8 
 Republishing Obituaries: Is It Piracy?............................................…  Page 8 
 America Is Losing Its Memory .....................................................… Page 9 
Local Genealogy Society News/Programs …………………………………………………..……. Page 10 
 Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society ……………………………..………………. Page 10 
 DuPage County Genealogical Society ……………………………………………………. Page 10 
 CAGGNI (Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of  
 Northern Illinois) …………………….....………………………………………………………… Page 11 
Internet Information …………………………………………………………………………………….….. Page 12 
 Great Migration Parish Web Mapping App Now Online ....………….....….. Page 12 
 Genealogy Squad Facebook Group Announced …...........................… Page 13  
Periodical News …………………………………………………………………………………………….…… Page 16 
 Your Genealogy Today ………….…………….…………..……………...........…….…… Page 17 
Books In Print …………………………………………………………………………………………….……… Page 22 

No New Genealogy Book Added This Month ………………….……………..….…. Page 22 
Software/Hardware ……………………………………………………………………………………….…… Page 22 
 Death Of The Keyboard? Let’s “Ask Alexa” ...................................…. Page 22 

RESTORE Software By Vivid-Pix Greatly Improved ………………..……...….. Page 25 
Funny Bone ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Page 26 
Calendar of Events ………………………………………………………………………………………….... Page 28 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 6/4/2019 

PLEASE NOTE 
 
 The statements in this newsletter cited as quotes from other newsletters, quarterlies, 
etc., are quotations and not necessarily fact.  I try not to reproduce statements that have 
been denied as being true and also those statements that are “old news” and have been 
quoted over a few years. 
 
 I would like to remind you that a few extra “paper” copies of newsletters from the 
recent 2 months are filed at the “Ask Us” Desk on the 2nd floor along with the most recent 
“handouts” from the last 2 months.  Please remember that you can take any of the extra 
paper copies in the folder.  The Newsletter as well as all “handout” summaries for a 
particular program will be contained in a folder specifically for that program date e.g. 
Newsletter as well as “handout” summary for program on 1/12/10 are contained in a 
separate folder.  Each program date will have its own folder.  If you do not find a copy in 
the manila “extra” folder, you will have to copy from the permanent file binder.  If the staff 
has trouble finding the folders, please let me know. 
 
 More importantly, electronic PDF copies of the Newsletter and the “handouts” 
summary for our monthly program can be obtained electronically as PDF files from our 
Library’s Genealogy Blog called “Tony’s Genealogy Blog at the Schaumburg Township 
District Library”.  This is a WordPress blog that you can reach directly at: 
 
   http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
 Look on the right side of the blog for links within the “Newsletter” category and the 
“Program Handouts” category.  You can read the material online, download as a PDF file to 
your computer or print it from the blog. 
 
 If anyone needs to contact me via e-mail, you may reach me at the Schaumburg 
Township District Library at: 
 
     akierna@stdl.org 
 
 Or if you need to reach me the old fashioned way by phone, please contact me 
through the Schaumburg Township District Library at 847-923-3390.  I now can 
also be reached by direct FAX at the Schaumburg Township District Library.  The 
FAX number in Reference is 847-923-3335. 
 
 I am at the library each Monday, Tuesday (except on program dates) and 
Wednesday morning from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Reference Office should you need to 
meet me to obtain assistance in your research plan.  Please let me know in advance if you 
plan on dropping in on these days so we can schedule a convenient time slot within those 
hours. 
 
Tony Kierna - Genealogy Coordinator/Schaumburg Township District Library 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
JULY 9, 2019 GENEALOGY PROGRAM TOPIC 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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Our next genealogy program will take place on Tuesday evening, July 9, 2019. 
 
Our program is titled “The Latest in Chicago Vital Records Online”.  Our speaker for 

the evening will be Dan Niemiec. 
 

This is an ever-evolving presentation on the available Chicago birth, marriage, and 
death records on-line. Dan Niemiec, genealogy correspondent for Fra Noi, will explain how 
to get free and fee-based genealogy records. 

 
Dan Niemiec has been the Italian genealogy correspondent of Fra Noi for 10 years 

(over 120 monthly columns). He is co-founder and immediate past president of the Italian 
genealogy group called POINTers In Person, Chicago-North chapter. He has given many 
presentations to local and national genealogy conferences and societies. His Italian 
ancestral lines go back to the mid-late-1600s, and his Polish lines go back to the mid 1700s. 
By tracing descendant lines from his ancestors, he has found over 77,000 relatives, the 
result of 25 years of original research.    

 
Dan has been speaking and writing about genealogy for over a decade. Years of 

participating and coaching high school forensics have made his presentations both 
informative and entertaining. Dan’s background in computers and databases has made him 
an expert at genealogy web site search techniques. 

 
Doors will open at approximately 7 p.m. so you can pick-up handouts, review books 

and journals, and network with other participants. Tony Kierna will start the program at 
7:30 p.m. with introductions of new participants and a brief review of handouts and 
genealogical matters. 

 
For further information, contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
You may visit the library’s web page at: 

 
   www.SchaumburgLibrary.org  
 
to view a Calendar of Events section of the library web page for this program and for many 
more non-genealogical programs offered by our library. 
 

You can also visit the Genealogy Blog of the library that is authored by Tony Kierna.  
Visit the blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com for all things related to 
genealogy and the genealogy programs at the Schaumburg Township District Library. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS 
 
 Glad you could join us as you embark on a rather adventurous journey into the 
unknown and far-reaching past!  Please see me so I can get to know you and the details of 
the “journey” you plan to take.  Make sure you receive from me a special “newcomer” 
package of materials that will help you take your first big steps. 
 

http://www.schaumburglibrary.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/


 4 6/4/2019 

 I would greatly appreciate your taking the time to fill out and return to me a simple 
questionnaire that I use to better understand areas of research into which you may delve as 
well as your having access or not to a home personal computer. 
 
 Please feel free to become acquainted with the Genealogy Collection at Schaumburg 
Township District Library.  Our book material is generally located in the 929.1XXXX to 
929.3XXXX sections of both the Circulating Collection as well as the Reference Collection.  
The library also has a Video, Audio and Microform Collection of Genealogy material located 
in the AV-Department.  The materials in AV are also identified in the same Dewey number 
range as the printed material.  These are two great browsing areas for you to review 
introductory material. 
 
 For book material I would like to recommend as a starter a book titled Unpuzzling 
Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy, 4th Ed. by Emily Anne Croom (929.1 CRO).  A 
companion book that would follow Unpuzzling Your Past is The Genealogist’s Companion & 
Sourcebook also by Emily Anne Croom (R 929.1 CRO).  These two books present a good 
place to begin familiarizing yourself with the field of Genealogy.  Feel free to review these 
books. 
 
 If you have access to the Internet, you may want to check out a “How To Make A 
Family Tree” web page that appears at the National Genealogical Society web site.  The 
address is: 
 
  http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/How_to_make_a_family_tree  
 

Our participants are a great group of friendly people who are willing to help each 
other in their quest to discover their ancestors.  Don’t be shy to mingle!!  You may be 
sitting next to a long, lost relative!? 
 
 Welcome to the group! 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
WHO WE ARE AND WHERE WE ARE LOOKING - FOLLOW-UP 
 
 Here is an update on our participant information that I am tracking.  My database to 
date includes information on 244 participants that have returned a filled-out questionnaire 
to me over many years.  (In fact, the questionnaire has just recently been revised as of 
March 2018 to include questions on family trees being uploaded and to what locations and 
DNA testing as well as through which companies.  The questionnaire has also been revised 
to allow multiple responses to a variety of the questions. The revised questionnaire is now 
included in all of the “Welcome” packages I hand out to new participants at our monthly 
program.  Those that may have submitted the “old” questionnaire to me are certainly 
welcome to submit the new updated one back to me.  I bring extra copies of this revised 
questionnaire to our program just for that purpose for those interested in filling out the new 
revised one.)  I have received updates from many of you since our last meeting.  You truly 
are a very sharing group in your willingness to share your personal information with others 
attending our genealogy program concerning your research efforts. 
 

http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/How_to_make_a_family_tree
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 From the filled-out questionnaires that have been returned to me, the numbers show 
that program participants are searching for a total of 1,851 surnames among all of the 
individuals. 
 
 Remember, that I will bring to the program a current group report that I would 
appreciate you reviewing and marking any additions, deletions or changes for your 
particular information that you would like me to make onto the report itself.  Look for the 
red binder in the area of the handout material at our programs.  I will make 
additions/deletions to the participants that will be reflected in the listing of participants 
contained in the red binder. 
 
 Any feedback from you is welcome concerning the report and the material included 
in it.  I do occasionally make typos or I possibly misread what you provided. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
SHORT TAKES / POTPOURRI 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter April 29, 2019, May 
3, 2019, May 7, 2019, May 8, 2019, May 9, 2019 and May 10, 2019 and are copyright 2019 
by Richard W. Eastman.  They are re-published here with the permission of the author. 
Information about the newsletter is available at http://www.eogn.com. 
 
Prediction: The Dead Will Take Over Facebook in the Next 50 Years (April 29, 
2019) 

Dick Eastman · April 29, 2019 · Business News, Online Sites · 2 Comments  

An interesting article by Charlie Osborne in the ZDNet web site 
says that “Analysis suggests that the deceased will soon outnumber the living on the 
network.” 

“An analysis of Facebook user levels in 2018 was conducted, in which the research 
team estimate at least 1.4 billion current users will die before 2100. Based on this estimate, 
memorial accounts could outstrip active ones by 2070. 

“However, if you take Facebook’s potential expansion rates into account, the Oxford 
team says that the number of deceased users could be as high as 4.9 billion by 2100.” 

Obviously, that assumes there is no change in Facebook’s current business practices 
and the company continues to function in the same manner it has in the past few years, all 
of which is doubtful. 

http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/04/29/the-dead-will-take-over-facebook-in-the-next-50-years/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/business-news/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/04/29/the-dead-will-take-over-facebook-in-the-next-50-years/#comments
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You can read Charlie Osborne’s article and watch a video at: https://zd.net/2Lbxs7s. 

Follow-up: Ancestry.com is under Fire as new DNA Algorithm Drastically Changes 
the Ethnicity of Some Users (May 3, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · May 3, 2019 · DNA · 10 Comments  

The following is a follow-up to my previous article at: http://bit.ly/2DN6o8y: 

In the earlier article, I wrote: 

“Ancestry.com is updating its databases and altering the results for some users. The 
new findings of ethnic origins has sent some users into a full-blown identity crisis. If you 
previously had your DNA tested by Ancestry and have already found your family’s ethnic 
origins, you might want to go back to the AncestryDNA web site and check again. The 
results may have changed.” 

Some readers posted comments posted at the end of the article by newsletter 
readers questioned whether or not this was a new update to Ancestry.com’s DNA databases. 
However, that question seems to be cleared up by the following information written by the 
Ancestry Team and published in the Ancestry Blog at 
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2019/05/02/understanding-your-new-ethnicity-
estimate/ on May 2, 2019: 

“Understanding Your New Ethnicity Estimate 

“We’re always looking for new ways to help support our customers on their journeys 
of personal discovery. Often that means updating our products and services to take 
advantage of the most advanced science and technology. 

“Last fall, we introduced the capability to provide more precise ethnicity estimates to 
our customers using an algorithm that analyzes longer segments of genetic information. For 
some of our existing customers, this has meant that previous ethnicity estimates have 
evolved as a result of this new technology. 

“We recognize that an individual’s personal sense of identity is very important and 
that any journey of personal discovery may take turns that are surprising or unexpected. 
However, it is important to keep in mind that your DNA doesn’t change, but the science and 
technology behind understanding it constantly evolves and we endeavor to ensure that this 
cutting-edge science is reflected in our offerings. 

“All AncestryDNA® customers who have not already transitioned to their new, more 
precise ethnicity estimate will be transitioned starting May 30, 2019. If you received your 
AncestryDNA® results prior to September 2018 and wish to keep a record of your prior 
results, you may download them by July 20, 2019.” 

The U.S. Version of “Who Do You Think You Are?” will Return, this Time on NBC 
(May 7, 2019)  

Dick Eastman · May 7, 2019 · Video & Television · 11 Comments  

https://zd.net/2Lbxs7s
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/03/follow-up-ancestry-com-is-under-fire-as-new-dna-algorithm-drastically-changes-the-ethnicity-of-some-users/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/dna/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/03/follow-up-ancestry-com-is-under-fire-as-new-dna-algorithm-drastically-changes-the-ethnicity-of-some-users/#comments
http://bit.ly/2DN6o8y
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2019/05/02/understanding-your-new-ethnicity-estimate/
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2019/05/02/understanding-your-new-ethnicity-estimate/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/07/the-u-s-version-of-who-do-you-think-you-are-will-return-this-time-on-nbc/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/video-television/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/07/the-u-s-version-of-who-do-you-think-you-are-will-return-this-time-on-nbc/#comments
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The following is a press release from NBC:  

Hit Documentary Series Produced by Ancestry(R) and Shed Media Returns with All 
New Episodes 

UNIVERSAL CITY, Calif. – May 6, 2019 – The Emmy Award-
winning documentary series “Who Do You Think You Are?” returns to celebrate all new 
journeys of self-discovery, connection and diversity on NBC with 13 episodes. A new group 
of celebrities will celebrate culture and set sail on their mission to connect with their 
personal history. 

From executive producers Lisa Kudrow, Dan Bucatinsky and Ancestry, the global 
leader in family history and consumer genomics, the series returns to NBC at a time when 
ancestral and genealogical exploration is enjoying unprecedented popularity. Cutting-edge 
research tools and billions of digitized records from Ancestry will provide remarkable 
insights into the star’s background and illustrate the cultural mosaic that connects us all 
together. 

“Dan and I could not possibly be happier to be back at NBC where we get to work 
with Paul Telegdy, George Cheeks and Meredith Ahr. It honestly feels like we’re back 
home,” said executive producer Lisa Kudrow. 

“Now, more than ever, people are looking to connect with their ancestry to uncover a 
deeper understanding of who they are,” said Meredith Ahr, President, Alternative and 
Reality Group, NBC Entertainment. “We’re excited to once again travel around the world 
with some of our favorite celebrities as they get answers and surprises about family 
members who came before them.” 

Each week a different celebrity will go on a poignant search to trace their family tree 
with the help of historians and experts, unlocking past mysteries and unbelievable real-life 
stories across the world and through time. 

“Lisa Kudrow and Dan Bucatinsky, along with our team at Shed Media, have made 
‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ not only a great television show but a genre-defining brand. 
We are thrilled to come back home to NBC. It couldn’t be a more perfect fit,” said Mike 
Darnell, President, Warner Bros. Unscripted and Alternative Television. 

“Who Do You Think You Are” will be produced by Shed Media and Is or Isn’t 
Entertainment. Lisa Kudrow, Dan Bucatinsky, Pam Healey and Stephanie Schwam will 
executive produce. 

Ancestry, the global leader in family history and consumer genomics, harnesses the 
information found in family trees, historical records, and DNA to help people gain a new 
level of understanding about their lives. Ancestry has more than 3 million paying 
subscribers across its core Ancestry websites with an extensive collection of over 20 billion 
records and nearly 15 million people in the AncestryDNA network. Since 1996, users have 
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created over 100 million family trees and 11 billion ancestor profiles on the Ancestry 
flagship site and its affiliated international websites. Ancestry offers a suite of family history 
products and services including AncestryDNA(R), Archives(R), 
AncestryProGenealogists(R),Newspapers.com(TM) and Fold3(R). AncestryDNA is owned and 
operated by Ancestry.com DNA, LLC, a subsidiary of Ancestry.com Holdings LLC. 

Delaware may Increase the Embargo Periods for Birth, Marriage, and 
Death Records (May 8, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · May 8, 2019 · Legal Affairs · 3 Comments  

The following article was written by Jan Meisels Allen, Chairperson of the IAJGS 
Public Records Access Monitoring Committee: 

As previously reported in the IAJGS Records Access Alert, a bill 
before the Delaware House will increase the embargo periods for birth marriage and death 
records. On May 7, it was amended and passed by House. The embargo periods were 
further extended. The bill now would extend embargo periods to: 

• Birth from 72 years to 100 years 
• Marriage from 40 to 70 years an 
• Death records from 40 to 50 years 

The original bill maybe accessed at: https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/47308. 

The amended bill may be read at: 
http://legis.delaware.gov/json/BillDetail/GenerateHtmlDocument?legislationId=47426&legisl
ationTypeId=5&docTypeId=2&legislationName=HA1 

To read the previous posts about the Delaware legislation go to the IAJGS Records 
Access Alert archives. To access the archives go to: 
http://lists.iajgs.org/mailman/private/records-access-alerts. You must be registered to 
access the archives. To register for the IAJGS Records Access Alert go to: 
http://lists.iajgs.org/mailman/listinfo/records-access-alerts. You will receive an email 
response that you have to reply to or the subscription will not be finalized. It is required to 
include your genealogical affiliation (genealogy organization, etc.)  

Republishing Obituaries: Is it Piracy? (May 9, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · May 9, 2019 · Legal Affairs · 28 Comments  

Who owns the copyrights of obituaries? A recent court case in Canada may have far-
reaching implications for genealogists in many countries. While the recent court case applies 
only to Canada, similar copyright issues exist in many other countries. 

https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/08/delaware-may-increase-the-embargo-periods-for-birth-marriage-and-death-records/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/legal-affairs/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/08/delaware-may-increase-the-embargo-periods-for-birth-marriage-and-death-records/#comments
http://www.iajgs.org/blog/legislation/
http://www.iajgs.org/blog/legislation/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/47308
http://legis.delaware.gov/json/BillDetail/GenerateHtmlDocument?legislationId=47426&legislationTypeId=5&docTypeId=2&legislationName=HA1
http://legis.delaware.gov/json/BillDetail/GenerateHtmlDocument?legislationId=47426&legislationTypeId=5&docTypeId=2&legislationName=HA1
http://lists.iajgs.org/mailman/private/records-access-alerts
http://lists.iajgs.org/mailman/listinfo/records-access-alerts
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/09/republishing-obituaries-is-it-piracy/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/legal-affairs/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/09/republishing-obituaries-is-it-piracy/#comments
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Thomson v. Afterlife Network Inc., 2019 FC 545, is a (Canadian) 
Federal Court decision in which the Court considers the existence of copyright in obituaries 
used in an e-commerce context. 

The case involves a class action lawsuit claiming that posted obituaries and 
photographs posted in local funeral home web sites were copied and republished by the 
plaintiff and other class members without the permission of the true copyright holders. The 
suit then claims that the defendant infringed the copyright and the moral rights of the class 
members. 

Afterlife (the defendant) operated a website that contained over a million obituaries 
in Canada and on which Afterlife reproduced obituaries and photos from the websites of 
Canadian funeral homes and newspapers and sold, for its own profit, flowers and virtual 
candles and hosted advertising for third party businesses. The Terms of Service on 
Afterlife’s website asserted that Afterlife owned the copyright in the website contents. The 
lawsuit claims that Afterlife has no legal rights to the copyrights. 

You can read the details in an article by attorney Martin P.J. Kratz in the 
Lexology.com web site at: http://bit.ly/2V7csyw.  

America is Losing its Memory (May 10, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · May 10, 2019 · Preservation · 6 Comments  

I will suggest that an article by T.J. Stiles should be required reading by all 
Americans. (T.J. Stiles is a member of the governing boards of the Society of American 
Historians and the Organization of American Historians. He received the 2016 Pulitzer Prize 
for History, the 2010 Pulitzer Prize for Biography, and the 2009 National Book Award for 
Nonfiction.) 

Stiles starts by writing: 

“America is losing its memory. The National Archives and Records Administration is 
in a budget crisis. More than a resource for historians or museum of founding documents, 
NARA stands at the heart of American democracy. It keeps the accounts of our struggles 
and triumphs, allows the people to learn what their government has done and is doing and 
it maintains records that fill in family histories. Genealogy researchers depend on it, as do 
journalists filing Freedom of Information Act requests. If Congress doesn’t save it, we all will 
suffer.” 

You can read the full article in the Bangor Daily News‘ web site at: 
http://bit.ly/2WzLGjL. 

https://bit.ly/2V7csyw
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/10/america-is-losing-its-memory/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/preservation/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/10/america-is-losing-its-memory/#comments
http://bit.ly/2WzLGjL
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
   
LOCAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY NEWS/PROGRAMS 

 
Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society 
    

THE SOCIETY WILL NOT BE MEETING DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE AND 
JULY 2019.  THEY WILL RE-GATHER AGAIN ON A STILL UNDETERMINED DAY 
POSSIBLY IN AUGUST 2019 (POSSIBLY AUGUST 24, 2019) INSTEAD OF A 
SEPTEMBER PROGRAM THAT WOULD CONFLICT WITH LABOR DAY.   

 
The next meeting of the Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society will take place on 

Saturday morning “To Be Determined” 2019.  The program for the morning is titled “To Be 
Determined”.   The speaker for the morning will be To Be Determined. 

 
This meeting will take place at the Arlington Heights Senior Center, 1801 W. Central 

Road, Arlington Heights, IL 60005 at 10:00 AM.  There is a round table discussion that takes 
place at 9:00 AM prior to the main meeting/program that starts at 10:00 AM.  Participants 
are invited to attend this round table and bring their research questions for discussion.  

 
You may visit the society web page at: 

 
   http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  
 
 Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 
program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
DuPage County Genealogical Society 
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE ARE NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED BY THE SOCIETY 
DURING THE MONTHS OF JUNE, JULY AND AUGUST 2019. 

 
Please note that meetings that will take place for the society will occur 

between September 2019 and May 2020.  The September 2019 program will occur 
at the DuPage County Historical Museum located at 102 E. Wesley Street in 
Wheaton, IL.  The October 2019 through May 2020 programs are once again 
taking place at the Wheaton Public Library in the Lower Level.  The address of the 

http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
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library is 225 N. Cross St. in Wheaton, IL.  Please note the times for refreshments 
and the program.  Refreshments are offered at 6:30 PM.  The meeting will start at 
7 PM and last till no longer than 8:45 PM. 

 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the DuPage County Genealogical Society will 

take place on Wednesday evening, September 18, 2019 between 7:00pm to 8:30pm at the 
DuPage County Historical Museum.  Refreshments are offered at 6:30pm.  The program 
scheduled for that evening is “To Be Determined”.  The speaker for the program will be 
To Be Determined.  
 

You may visit the society's web page at: 
 

    www.dcgs.org 
 
The society also has a blog that you can visit to find out about “this and that” related 

to the society as well as find genealogical tips.  You can visit the DuPage County 
Genealogical Society blog at: 

 
 http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 

 
 Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 
program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI) 

 
The next regular meeting of CAGGNI will take place on Saturday morning, June 15, 

2019 at the Schaumburg Township District Library between 10:30am to 12:30pm.  The 
program scheduled for this day is ”Explore U.S. Church Records: Find Family”.  The 
speaker will be Jacquie Schattner. 

Church records provide surprising information, not just baptisms, marriages and 
deaths. They provide clues to much more, including town or origin and immigration 
information, how active families were in their church, and their financial situation. Church 
records predate government records, and often provide information on under-represented 
people: women, minorities, immigrants and young children. You will learn how to identify 
your ancestor's place of worship, access surviving records and solve research problems such 
as maiden names and overseas birthplaces. Come find out what new and exciting 
information you may find in church records! 

http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
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Jacquie Schattner has been actively researching her family's ancestors since 1996. 
She volunteered at the local Family History Center for 15 years, teaches genealogy at local 
high schools and area libraries. She is active in several genealogy societies including 
CAGGNI. Jacque received her B.S. degree from the University of Illinois. She is a retired 
school secretary, allowing her free time to pursue new information. Living in Palatine, 
Illinois she is happily married for 39 years, and has 3 grown children and 2 sons-in-laws and 
6 adorable grandchildren. 

You may visit the organization web page at: 

    www.CAGGNI.org 
 
Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 

program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
INTERNET INFORMATION 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter April 24, 2019, and 
May 1, 2019 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2019. They are re-published here 
with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at 
http://www.eogn.com 
 
The Great Migration Parish Web Mapping App is now Online  (April 24, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · April 24, 2019 · Online Sites · 7 Comments  

The New England Historic Genealogical Society has just released has just released a 
valuable tool for anyone with English ancestors who emigrated during the Great Migration of 
immigrants to New England from 1620 to 1640. 

http://www.caggni.org/
http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/04/24/the-great-migration-parish-web-mapping-app-is-now-online/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/04/24/the-great-migration-parish-web-mapping-app-is-now-online/#comments
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I’m already enthused about this new online site because, within two minutes of my 
first visit, I found the village of origin of one of my ancestors who left England in 1637 and 
moved to Massachusetts. After two minutes on the new Great Migration Parish Web Mapping 
site, I not only found where he came from but also his home village’s location was displayed 
on the map! 

This new web mapping app shows you the last-known parish for all 1,795 emigrants 
whose origin is confirmed, about a third of the nearly 5,700 emigrants who left England 
(and a few other places) for New England between 1620 and 1640. The emigrant 
information is based on The Great Migration Directory by Robert Charles Anderson, FASG. 
He is the Director of The Great Migration Study Project at the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society and the author of many publications, including The Great Migration 
Directory, the source of the emigrant information. 

The web mapping app gives you a map view of parishes and a list view of emigrants. 
The app opens in map view, and includes a set of options and tools for the map and access 
to the list view. Access to the Great Migration Parish Web Mapping App is available to 
everyone free of charge. 

Check it out at: https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-
map. 

Press Release: The Genealogy Squad Facebook Group Announced  (May 1, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · May 1, 2019 · Announcements, People · 17 Comments  

The following announcement was written by George G. Morgan and the other people 
listed below: 

https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://www.americanancestors.org/specials/great-migration-parish-map
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/01/press-release-the-genealogy-squad-facebook-group-announced/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/announcements/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/people/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/05/01/press-release-the-genealogy-squad-facebook-group-announced/#comments


 14 6/4/2019 

 

Tampa, Florida – 1 May 2019 – A new Facebook group for genealogy, The Genealogy 
Squad, is being launched at https://www.facebook.com/groups/genealogysquad on Monday, 
6 May 2019. The mission of the Genealogy Squad Facebook group is to provide a positive 
space for the sharing of appropriate and reliable methods and resources to assist 
genealogists at all levels in their research activities. The principals and administrators are: 

• Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph.D. J.D., is an internationally recognized genetic genealogy 
expert, lecturer, and author of two landmark books about DNA. His DNA Central 
subscription site provides educational information about genetic genealogical 
research tests, tools, and methodologies. 

• Cyndi Ingle is the creator of the award-winning Cyndi’s List, the categorized, 
searchable directory of more than 336,000 online genealogical resource links. Cyndi, 
a genealogist for more than 39 years, has an expertise in using technology for 
genealogy and research in the United States. Cyndi’s favorite topics bring together 
traditional methodology with organization, computers, software, and the Internet. 
She is the author of 3 books and numerous articles, and she is a popular 
genealogical speaker for seminars and conferences worldwide. 

• George G. Morgan is the president of Aha! Seminars, Inc., an internationally 
recognized genealogy expert, lecturer, author of 14 genealogy books, writer for four 
magazines, and author of hundreds of online columns and blog postings. He is co-
host of The Genealogy Guys Podcast, the longest-running genealogy podcast since 
2005, and his company produces the Genealogy Connections podcast. He is author of 
The Genealogy Guys Blog. 

• Drew Smith is the genealogy librarian for the University of South Florida Library in 
Tampa, an internationally recognized genealogy expert, lecturer, and author of three 
books. He is the 2016 winner of the Filby Award for Genealogical Librarianship, 
presented by the National Genealogical Society. He is co-host of The Genealogy Guys 
Podcast and host of the Genealogy Connections podcast. 

The Genealogy Squad will focus on answering questions and solving problems, while 
demonstrating best practices in all aspects of genealogical research. The extensive 
combined knowledge and experience of the four principals in all aspects of genealogical 
research allows them to respond and share the highest quality information and suggested 
research paths. 

“We believe that our many decades of combined experience and research strengths will 
make us the best “go-to” genealogy group about genealogy research and resources,” said 
George G. Morgan. “Each of us is familiar with all aspects of quality genealogical research 
and, between us, we can offer excellent guidance or referrals to reliable resources and tools 
to help group members solve problems.” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/genealogysquad
https://dnacentral.com/
http://www.cyndislist.com/
http://ahaseminars.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
http://blog.genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
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People interested in this new group must personally request to join, beginning on May 6. 
2019, and the administrators will respond as promptly as possible. We are very excited and 
expect this new FB group to be an instant success. 

About the Principals 

Blaine T. Bettinger, Ph. D, JD, began researching his family history in 
1989 with a middle school assignment. Although he currently specializes in DNA evidence, 
he has been actively researching his family history for more than 30 years. He became a 
genealogy educator in 2007 with the launch of The Genetic Genealogist 
(www.TheGeneticGenealogist.com). 

Blaine lectures internationally and teaches week-long courses at genealogy institutes 
across the United States. Blaine is also the founder of Genetic Genealogy Tips & Techniques 
group on Facebook (www.facebook.com/groups/geneticgenealogytipsandtechniques), one of 
the world’s largest genealogy forums. 

In 2018 he launched DNA Central (www.DNA-Central.com), the first membership site 
specifically dedicated to DNA education. DNA Central offers online courses, webinars, 
resources, and a twice-monthly newsletter providing information about the latest 
developments in the world of DNA. Members of The Genealogy Squad can join DNA Central 
using the coupon code THESQUAD for $20 discount off a new one-year membership 
(normally $99). 

Cyndi Ingle is the creator and innovator behind the award-winning and 
globally recognized CyndisList.com, a free categorized list of more than 336,000 links for 
genealogical research. Cyndi’s List was founded 23 years ago and is the “go-to” website for 
quality, reliable, and up-to-date resources worldwide. 

Cyndi has been a genealogist for more than 39 years and has expertise in using 
technology for genealogy. Additionally, her many active years in genealogy have also 
resulted in a specialty for research in the United States with particular focus on 
homesteaders, the Civil War, the Plains States, the Midwest, the Old Northwest, and 
beyond. Cyndi’s favorite topics bring together traditional methodology with organization, 
computers, software, and the Internet. 

Cyndi is the recipient of several awards and honors, she has served in several 
capacities for genealogical organizations, she is an internationally-known guest lecturer, and 
she has authored numerous articles and three books. 

http://www.thegeneticgenealogist.com/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/geneticgenealogytipsandtechniques
http://www.facebook.com/groups/geneticgenealogytipsandtechniques
http://www.dna-central.com/
https://cyndislist.com/
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George G. Morgan began his family research odyssey in 1962 when a 
grandmother got him interested in his Revolutionary War and other ancestors. He is 
president of Aha! Seminars, Inc., and an internationally recognized genealogy expert, a 
popular genealogy lecturer, and a prolific author. George has fourteen books to his credit 
including the fourth edition How to Do Everything: Genealogy (McGraw-Hill). He authored a 
chapter in the new Professional Genealogy: Preparation, Practice & Standards, and has 
written chapters for four other books. He is a regular writer for the Association of 
Professional Genealogists Quarterly, and four commercial genealogy magazines. He was 
won writing awards from the Association of Professional Genealogists and the International 
Society of Family History Writers and Editors. 

George is the co-host of The Genealogy Guys Podcast, author of The Genealogy Guys 
Blog, and his company produces the Genealogy Connection podcast. He has served on the 
boards of the Federation of Genealogical Societies, the Florida State Genealogical Society, 
the Florida Genealogical Society (Tampa), and others. 

Drew Smith is the genealogy librarian with the University of South 
Florida Tampa Library and is the 2016 winner of the Filby Award for Genealogical 
Librarianship, presented by the National Genealogical Society. He has served on the boards 
of the Federation of Genealogical Societies and the Association of Professional Genealogists. 
He is past president of the Florida Genealogical Society (Tampa). 

Drew is the host of the Genealogy Connection podcast, and the co-host of The 
Genealogy Guys Podcast. 

Drew is the author of the book Social Networking for Genealogists, is the co-author 
of the book Advanced Genealogy Research Techniques and has written extensively for a 
number of genealogical print and online magazines. His latest book, Organize Your 
Genealogy: Strategies and Solutions for Every Researcher, was published in 2016 by Family 
Tree Books. 

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  

 
PERIODICAL NEWS 

https://ahaseminars.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
http://blog.genealogyguys.com/
http://blog.genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
http://genealogyguys.com/
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Your Genealogy Today 
 
 We have received the May/June 2019, Volume 5, Number 2 issue of Your Genealogy 
Today. 
 
 Key articles in this issue are: 
 
  “Roadside Attractions and Vacation Memories” 
   By David A. Norris 
 
  David A. Norris looks at the snapshots, tourist traps, and folded maps that 
  make family history memories. 
 
  “Emotional Genealogy: Traveling Back to Your Roots” 
   By Lori Sims 
 
  Lori Sims recounts a recent family history journey with her sister to 
  South Bohemia. 
 
  “Finding the Feds” 
   By Judy G. Russell 
 
  Judy G. Russell looks at why early statutes passed by Congress are 
  important to genealogists. 
 
  “Postage Stamps and the Family History” 
   By Gil Fried 
 
  Gil Fried discovers that stamp collecting can foster a better understanding 
  for genealogy and researching the past. 
 
  “The Stories Only You Can Tell” 
   By Sue Lisk 
 
  Sue Lisk recommends using and honing tools you already possess when 
  crafting your family’s story. 
 
  “Jumping into the Fray Family History” 
   By Susan Aucoin Clark 
 
  When research feels like one big battle, and you need strategies to 
  succeed! 
 
  “Home by Another Way: Mind Maps Revisited” 
   By Sue Lisk 
 
  Sue Lisk looks at ways to gather those memories related to your 
  family history. 
 
  “Turning on the Memory Tap” 
   By Karen Dustman 
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  Karen Dustman offers some tips to help get the memories flowing 
  when interviewing family members. 
 
  “Help! I’m Drowning in Documents and Photos” 
   By John M. Hoenig 
 
  John M. Hoenig explains how he organized his documents and brought 
  Order to a chaotic collection. 
 
  “Language Alert: LNU, MNU, FNU and UNK” 
   By Gena Philibert-Ortega 
 
  Gena Philibert-Ortega warns against using convenient shortcuts in your 
  family research. 
 
  “Dave Obee Looks at Why You should Test with as Many DNA 
  Companies as Possible” 
   By Dave Obee 
 

Also included in this issue is a section titled “Research Resources”.  In here you will 
find recently published materials, usually books, that are relevant to genealogical research.  
You might even find described material that directly relates to your own person genealogical 
research interests.  
 
 A newly published title noted here in this issue is: 
 
  Historic German Newspapers Online, 2nd Ed 
   Compiled by Ernest Thode 
  
 I thought that a good article in this issue is one titled “Turning on the Memory Tap” 
by Karen Dustman. 
 
 One of the most important activities for a beginning genealogical researcher is to 
meet with and interview various members of your family e.g. parents, siblings, aunts, 
uncles, grandparents etc.  This will allow you to capture the stories of their lives for which 
you can begin your research efforts to prove out or disprove or flesh out and develop 
further with research.  Far too many researchers do not take the time to actually capture 
the stories face to face with relatives.  Not a good thing, but it happens.  So interview your 
family members.  Capture their stories on video or audio because you can use them in the 
future to research. 
 
 When interviewing, you will generally start with basic questions such as asking for 
your name, birthdate, birth location, early childhood, schooling, occupation etc.  However, 
after these basic questions and depending on the person you are interviewing, you may 
discover that you just entered “interview desert”!  What is that?  This can easily happen if 
the person you are interviewing is shy or reluctant and just cannot get past giving a simple 
“yes” or “no” answer to a question you ask.  Phrase your question in such a way that the 
interviewee cannot give you just a “yes” or “no” response.  You want the interviewee to give 
you a story that is deep and detailed as best as possible. 
 
 But what do you do when you need to simply pull out so much more from the person 
you are interviewing? 



 19 6/4/2019 

 
 The author suggests the following to keep the stories flowing and containing plenty 
of stuff for you to use: 
 

• Use Photo Prompts 

o Pictures can unlock vivid memories of time and place, plush unleashing 
the stories that go with them. 

o Ask your subject to pick out a picture they especially like. 

 What is special to them about the picture? 

 What is the story behind it? 

 Who are the individuals in the photo and how do you know 
them? 

• Use Magazines as Memory-Joggers 

o Have some older magazines to use with the interviewee. 

 Visuals contained in the magazine can bring out memories. 

 Old advertisements can be a great source to trigger old 
memories about the item in the advertisement and how it may 
have connected to the person being interviewed. 

 If you will be interviewing someone born in the 1930s, bring 
some magazines from the 1940s or 1950s. 

• Ask them about what fashion expectations existed for 
them. 

• Let them thumb through the older magazine and see 
what stories are triggered by what images. 

• Ask for a Drawing 

o Give the interviewee a pencil and some paper and ask them to draw 
somethings you ask: 

 “Draw me a picture of the street where you grew up”. 

• Who were the neighbors they knew? 

• What were the main streets of town? 

• Where was the school, grocery store etc.? 

 Each place they can draw can elicit those memories to give you 
so much more. 

• Things to Consider as the Interviewer 

o Listening is an art.  Do not “step” on the stories once they start to 
flow. 

 Don’t immediately try to re-steer a veering away story. 

• This story may be even more important than what you 
started to ask with a different question. 

o Your own enthusiasm can be contagious. 
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 Tell the person how much you enjoy hearing their stories. 

• Sample Questions to Consider To Use in an Interview 

o “What was the first job for which you actually got paid?” 

o “What was the most adventuresome of foolhardy thing you ever did?” 

o “Was there a special turning point that shaped your life?” 

o “What was your biggest disappointment as a child?” 

o “What accomplishment are you most proud of?  Why?” 

Just remember that when you ae interviewing someone to capture those stories, 
phrase your question so you do not receive a simple “yes” or “no” answer.  You want full 
stories that you can work with.  Use the tools that are out there that they alone can trigger 
some great stories such as with photos or magazines.  It is very common for the person 
being interviewed to feel uneasy.  After all, to them you may be a total stranger.  Put them 
at ease.  Be enthusiastic yourself and the stories may flow like water! 

I thought that another good story in this issue is one titled “Help! I’m Drowning in 
Documents and Photos” by John M. Hoenig. 

 
Sometimes having fewer items is great for us.  We can better process the material 

we have and organize it better.  But as a researcher you will discover that as you research 
you will collect more and more “stuff” related to your research until it becomes 
overwhelming and unorganized.  Now what?  The author offers some great solutions for you 
to organize all that you may have collected before it gets out of hand. 

 
Here are some things to consider: 
  

• Paper Collections May Have Been Easier to Manage 

o Research material from 15 years ago was generally in paper format. 

o Perhaps we had a few hundred of things. 

o Now we may have thousands of photos and documents that cannot be 
thumbed through because they are now on hard drives. 

• Document History and Provenance 

o Is the document I have originating in electronic form or paper? 

 Maybe the paper copy originally came from a digital electronic 
that was scanned at too low of a resolution making the paper 
hard to read. 

 Create files from scans at high resolution and save as TIFF files 
and not JPEGs.  There will be some loss of quality with JPEGs. 

 A copy of an original document or image is acceptable.  But a 
copy of a copy of a copy ultimately reduces the readability of 
that document. 

o The provenance of your information is important: 

 A researcher using Ancstry.com could not find an ancestor in 
one of the 1915 New York census series of data. They had 
exact address of location.  Turned out Ancestry had filmed a 
copy of this census from an original Albany, New York copy.  
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Another copy existed in a Brooklyn courthouse.  Researcher 
went to the Brooklyn located data and found what they were 
looking for.  Point is that knowing the provenance of where 
something came from is important. Same with your own data 
you accumulate. 

 Similar situation on an Ancestry.com piece of data.  Passenger 
record image from Ancestry.com was not legible.  Reearcher 
discovered than an alternative image of the data was easily 
readable and thus realizes there are likely at least two copies of 
the data. 

 Properly identify your material as to source of origin. 

• A Three Component System 

o Give documents a unique identifying number.  Author’s father’s name 
was initially spelled HONIG.  Became HOENIG when he came to the 
United States.  Author gave family unique ID of H147. 

o Author created a Word document that serves as an inventory list for all 
H documents: 

 Identifying Information 

 Source 

 Provenance/History information 

o Author also created an Excel spreadsheet to identify this material 

 Each row pertains to a person 

 Each column pertains to a type of document 

 He enters in an “H” type number in the cell for the document. 

 Color codes the cell content e.g. dark green presumes record 
does not exist etc.  

 Color code of yellow means author has the document. 

 Color code of magenta means he has the document but unsure 
if it pertains to his ancestor. 

 Digital “H” documents then can appear among other identified 
ancestors’ records without starting a new number for that 
document. 

• Complexities of Organization and Documentation 

o Would like to designate whether a document is an original or a copy of 
a copy etc. but not always possible to know this. 

 When known if document is “Original”, author appends an ORG 
to designate it as an original document. 

The author does describe a complex way to keep track of your documents and 
photos.  Hi system is worth investigating and can better be appreciated by truly reading the 
entire article in this journal.  You can also benefit from the images contained in the article 
that shows his process, especially the image of the spreadsheet he uses to document the 
images and documents he has. 
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The lesson to be learned is to have some form of organization of all of your 
materials.  Many times we use examples of how others organize.  Sometimes the light bulb 
lights up, sometimes their system just does not make sense to you.  The best system is the 
one that is easy for you to set up and that works for you.  Something is better than nothing! 

 
This is another great issue of Your Genealogy Today.  Lots of great articles.  Check 

out the Table of Content of articles in this issue you can find above and see if any of them 
have a connection to your own research directions from which you can learn something to 
help your own research. 

 
You can find this most recent issue of Your Genealogy Today on the 2nd floor of our 

library on the Magazine Shelves. 
    
   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
BOOKS IN PRINT 

 
No New genealogy book added this month. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter April 23, 2019 and 
April 26, 2019 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2019.   They are re-published here 
with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at 
http://www.eogn.com 
 
Death of the Keyboard? Let’s Ask Alexa.  (April 23, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · April 23, 2019 · Hardware, Off Topic · 24 Comments  

 

Radio Shack TRS-80 

I have written often about my vision of the future of computer hardware and 
software. One thing I am certain of is that today’s computer state-of-the-art will not be the 

http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/04/23/death-of-the-keyboard-lets-ask-alexa/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/hardware/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/off-topic/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/04/23/death-of-the-keyboard-lets-ask-alexa/#comments
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/TRS-80
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same the state-of-the-art in a few years. Just ask anyone who owns a Radio Shack TRS-80 
computer with data storage on audio cassette tapes or anyone who has a collection of 
floppy disks or even CD-ROM disks. In that vein, I was interested in a recent survey which 
predicts that computer keyboards are already being replaced in many cases by voice input. 

A survey conducted by Pindrop Solutions queried 4057 consumers in the UK, USA, 
France, and Germany. According to the survey, nearly half (48 percent) of the general 
public think keyboards will barely be used by 2023 as voice technology takes over. That’s 
just four years away. 

You can read more about the recent Pindrop Solution survey, the lack of keyboards 
in future computers, and even watch a video about the same subjects, in an article by Greg 
Nichols on ZDNet‘s web site at https://zd.net/2IFHP0q. 

Of course, I never believe one article, so I went looking for a 
second opinion. I asked Alexa (Amazon’s Echo device). Seeking a third opinion, I asked 
Google Home (Google’s competitor to Alexa). Still not satisfied, I also asked the GPS 
navigation system in my automobile that is voice-controlled. 

OK, so I didn’t exactly receive clear predictions from any of these computer devices; 
but, all of them are excellent examples of the direction in which our computing devices are 
headed. I see four obvious trends: one about voice input replacing keyboards and three 
other closely-related predictions. 

1. Keyboards are becoming less and less popular. New 
computing devices that depend less on keyboards are therefore becoming more and more 
popular. While some growth in voice input has occurred on Windows, Macintosh, and 
Chromebook systems, the largest growth of voice input has been on both mobile computing 
devices (cell phones, iPad and other tablets, in-automobile uses such as GPS) and similar 
computing devices that are not used for “traditional” programs like word processing, 
spreadsheets, and similar operations. 

2. Expensive, general-purpose computers (Windows, Macintosh, Linux, etc.) are 
becoming less and less popular in the home. Instead, these are being supplemented or 
sometimes even replaced by cheaper, single-purpose computers designed only for specific 
tasks. The surge of Chromebooks has proven the interest in cheaper devices that still 
provide many of the traditional programs, now offered online, but many of these now 

https://www.pindrop.com/press-release/business-use-voice-technology-triple-next-12-months-according-pindrops-latest-survey/
https://zd.net/2IFHP0q
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Echo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Echo
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search/ref=as_li_qf_sp_sr_tl?ie=UTF8&tag=httpwwwroot00-20&keywords=Amazon%20Echo&index=aps&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=ur2&linkId=ae5c3b807695665bf6b6ff5d8638ce08
https://store.google.com/product/google_home
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01N1TW0A4/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B01N1TW0A4&linkCode=as2&tag=httpwwwroot00-20&linkId=957cd612196a77c982f9d3eed4e9dc80
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01N1TW0A4/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B01N1TW0A4&linkCode=as2&tag=httpwwwroot00-20&linkId=957cd612196a77c982f9d3eed4e9dc80
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chromebook
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provide touchscreen input, just like tablets and smartphones. Even more telling, you can 
purchase a Google Home Mini for about $40, an Amazon Echo Dot (Alexa) for about $40, 
and voice-controlled GPS devices for $150 or so. Yet all of these are computers. The 
difference is that these low-cost computers are designed for limited tasks, not for “general 
purpose” applications such as spreadsheets, word processing, and other traditional 
computer applications. Owners of such devices can simply ask their computers to perform 
common tasks like setting a thermostat or timer, building a shopping list, getting the daily 
news or weather, and finding the best route to a given destination. 

3. Voice control of Windows, Macintosh, and Chromebook computers as well as 
smartphones already exists. For instance, look at Siri, Cortana, Google Docs, Microsoft 
Word, Google Voice Typing, Dragon Naturally Speaking, and a number of other products 
that already convert spoken words into computer commands and text. Today’s smartphones 
(primarily iPhones and Android phones) already have extensive voice input capabilities. 

Comment: I grew to love Dragon Naturally Speaking a few years ago when I slipped 
on wet ice, fell forward, and broke both arms. I “wrote” this newsletter through the use of 
Dragon Naturally Speaking’s voice-to-text conversion for several weeks while both arms 
were in casts. 

4. Connections to the cloud are more and more commonplace, and that coverage 
obviously will become more and more popular every year as the internet continues to 
expand. More and more devices are now cloud-connected. The result is the computing-
intensive tasks, such as converting spoken words into computer commands and text, can be 
“off-loaded” to very powerful artificial intelligence systems in the cloud with the converted 
commands and text then returned to the inexpensive cloud-connected devices. The result is 
cheaper computers for consumers and computing providers alike. 

After all, you don’t want to use a $20,000 server in your home to turn the lights off 
and on. However, thousands of $50 cloud-connecting computing devices in thousands of 
homes, connected to a single $20,000 server in a remote data center, can be very cost-
effective when the expenses are distributed across thousands of users. This is the business 
model behind Google Home, Amazon Echo Dot (Alexa), Siri, Cortana, and other voice input 
computing devices. 

In short, voice input applications are supplementing and (in some cases) replacing 
the old-fashioned keyboard-input applications. Indeed, keyboards may someday join floppy 
disks, CD-ROM disks, and 80-column punch cards in the local computer museum. This 
probably will happen whether we want it or not. 

Did you ever see the Star Trek episode where Scotty encounters a computer from 
the 1990s, picks up the mouse of that computer, then speaks to the mouse saying, “Hello 
computer?” The process didn’t work very well for Scotty. 

That still remains science fiction today, but we all are getting closer and closer to 
voice input-controlled computing devices that have no need for keyboards. 

Will the conversion happen overnight? Probably not. It will be slowly integrated into 
our lives. 

https://www.nuance.com/dragon.html
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Will voice input ever completely replace keyboards? Again, I would say probably not, 
at least not for a long time yet. However, in many cases, using voice input is easier and 
safer than using keyboards. For example: I don’t want to be typing on a keyboard while 
traveling on a superhighway at 70 miles per hour when I need to find where the next rest 
stop or gas station is located. Voice input is far safer. Voice input is a great idea for many 
applications although perhaps not for all of them. 

Is the slow disappearance of keyboards a good thing? I think so. Then again, I never 
did learn to touch-type! I much prefer voice input. 

Press Release: Vivid-Pix adds Image Metadata Creation and Artificial Intelligence 
Image-Improvement Capabilities to its RESTORE Software  (April 26, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · April 26, 2019 · Photography, Software · One Comment  

I have written about Vivid-Pix’s very impressive photo restoration and preservation 
software. See http://bit.ly/2XPoNJA for the past articles. Now the company has added 
major new enhancements to the software. The following was written by Vivid-Pix: 

Alpharetta, Ga. – For centuries, people have written on the backs of photos and 
made notations on pictures and documents to retain knowledge, like date, time or location, 
about the image or record. This was an easy way to provide insights to future readers. In 
the digital world, adding information – known as “metadata” – to an image was difficult, but 
Vivid-Pix just made it easy with its updated RESTORE software for Mac and Windows. 

 

How does it work? Imagine scanning or finding an old 
record or photograph about an ancestor. By selecting this 
image in RESTORE, you improve the color, contrast, 
sharpness and lightness in 1 click with Vivid-Pix patented 
software and then, with one more click, you can type in 
any information you wish about that image. The improved 
image and information are automatically saved as a new 
file that does not affect the original image. 

The U.S. Patent Office recently awarded a second patent 
to Vivid-Pix for the image processing used to improve 
images. This patent is for the automatic correction of 
faded images and covers the techniques used in Vivid-Pix 
RESTORE. A fully functional trial is available for Mac and 
Windows at: https://vivid-pix.com/restore. 

https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/04/26/press-release-vivid-pix-adds-image-metadata-creation-and-artificial-intelligence-image-improvement-capabilities-to-its-restore-software/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/photography/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/software/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/04/26/press-release-vivid-pix-adds-image-metadata-creation-and-artificial-intelligence-image-improvement-capabilities-to-its-restore-software/#comments
http://bit.ly/2XPoNJA
https://vivid-pix.com/restore
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Vivid-Pix continues to enhance its software by listening to customers and experts. 
This new metadata feature was added following a suggestion from Allen County Public 
Library (http://www.genealogycenter.org/), the largest genealogy public library in America. 
Their software is being used by consumers, libraries, archivists, historians and historical 
societies – as demonstrated by Alachua, FL, County Clerk Office, who has also provided 
suggestions on how to improve RESTORE: (http://www.alachuaclerk.org/archive/), and 
others, including family history experts (https://vivid-pix.com/news-blog/entry/learn-how-
experts-describe-vivid-pix-restore.html). 

Past purchasers of RESTORE receive a free update from Vivid-Pix. 

About Vivid-Pix 

Vivid-Pix designs, creates and delivers Fast, Easy and Affordable Imaging Software. 
Since launching in 2012, Vivid-Pix has advanced its product to earn the support and respect 
of business leaders and photographers in over 100 countries. Co-Founder Randy Fredlund 
has more than 150 digital-imaging patents and has extensive experience in Research, 
Development and Commercialization, enabling him to translate theory into practice. Co-
Founder Rick Voight has created billion-dollar businesses through Product Development, 
Sales and Marketing for Eastman Kodak and Hewlett-Packard. The Vivid-Pix Team is a far-
flung group of excellent people who deliver software that “Give your pics (and documents) 
the Vivid-Pix Fix!” 

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
FUNNY BONE 
 

Found some interesting genealogy humor images on Pinterest.  Thought I would 
share the link below to the entirety of what is all there.  Enjoy all of them. 
 

https://www.pinterest.com/lisal4/genealogy-humor/ 
 
Here are some interesting examples: 

 

https://vivid-pix.com/restore
https://vivid-pix.com/restore
http://www.genealogycenter.org/
http://www.alachuaclerk.org/archive/
https://vivid-pix.com/news-blog/entry/learn-how-experts-describe-vivid-pix-restore.html)
https://vivid-pix.com/news-blog/entry/learn-how-experts-describe-vivid-pix-restore.html)
https://www.pinterest.com/lisal4/genealogy-humor/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
For An Even More Comprehensive List of All Kinds of Genealogy 
Programs Being Offered Locally and Even Nationally, Please Visit My 
Blog I Write for the Library and Look At My Page Titled “Calendar of 
Local Genealogy Events”.   
 
Here Is A Direct Link To the Calendar: 
 
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-
genealogy-events/  
 
(Additions Since Last Newsletter Indicated With An “*”) 
 
Jun 11  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2019  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jul 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-genealogy-events/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-genealogy-events/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2019  PM. 
  “The Latest in Chicago Vital Records Online” 
  Presented by Dan Niemiec. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jul 20 Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI).  
SAT July 20, 2019, Saturday, 10:30 AM, Schaumburg Township District  
2019  Library 

“The Art of Negative Space Research”. 
 Presented by Jeanne Larzalere Bloom. 
 Society website at www.caggni.org 
 
Aug 13  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2019  PM. 
  “When Was It Taken?: Dating Genealogy Photos” 
  Presented by Julia Johnas. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Aug 17 Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI).  
SAT August 17, 2019, Saturday, 10:30 AM, Schaumburg Township District  
2019  Library 

“Untying the Knot: Divorce Records”. 
 Presented by Kimberly Nagy. 
 Society website at www.caggni.org 
 
Sep 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2019  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Sep 21 Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI).  
SAT September 21, 2019, Saturday, 10:30 AM, Schaumburg Township District  
2019  Library 

“Murder on the Meadow”. 
 Presented by Deborah Fandrei. 
 Society website at www.caggni.org 
 
Oct 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2019  PM. 
  “Probate Records: Looking Beyond the Will” 
  Presented by Jane Haldeman. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.caggni.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.caggni.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.caggni.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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Oct 19 Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI).  
SAT October 19, 2019, Saturday, 10:30 AM, Schaumburg Township District  
2019  Library 

“Holy Cow! Where Are My Chicago Catholics Now?”. 
 Presented by Teresa McMillin. 
 Society website at www.caggni.org 
 
Nov 12  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2019  PM. 
  “One Touch Genealogy Research: How to Handle a Record Just Once” 
  Presented by Thomas MacEntee via a Live Webinar. 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Nov 16 Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI).  
SAT November 16, 2019, Saturday, 10:30 AM, Schaumburg Township District  
2019  Library 

“Amelia Earhart”. 
 Presented by To Be Determined. 
 Society website at www.caggni.org 
 
Dec 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2019  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jan 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Pins and Needles: Adding Social Media to Your Genealogy 
Repertoire” 

  Presented by Tina Beaird 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Feb 11  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Planning An Ancestral Genealogy Trip” 
  Presented by Terri O’Connell 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Mar 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 

http://www.caggni.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.caggni.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Apr 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Genealogy Lineage Societies: Daughters of the American Revolution 
And Others” 

  Presented by Michelle Wilson 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
*May 12 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“The Different Genealogy DNA Tests: What They DO and DON’T Do 
For Your Research” 

  Presented by Barb Peterson 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jun 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jul 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
Aug 11  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
Sep 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Oct 13  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
Nov 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
Dec 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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