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PLEASE NOTE 
 
 The statements in this newsletter cited as quotes from other newsletters, quarterlies, 
etc., are quotations and not necessarily fact.  I try not to reproduce statements that have 
been denied as being true and also those statements that are “old news” and have been 
quoted over a few years. 
 
 I would like to remind you that a few extra “paper” copies of newsletters from the 
recent 2 months are filed at the “Ask Us” Desk on the 2nd floor along with the most recent 
“handouts” from the last 2 months.  Please remember that you can take any of the extra 
paper copies in the folder.  The Newsletter as well as all “handout” summaries for a 
particular program will be contained in a folder specifically for that program date e.g. 
Newsletter as well as “handout” summary for program on 1/12/10 are contained in a 
separate folder.  Each program date will have its own folder.  If you do not find a copy in 
the manila “extra” folder, you will have to copy from the permanent file binder.  If the staff 
has trouble finding the folders, please let me know. 
 
 More importantly, electronic PDF copies of the Newsletter and the “handouts” 
summary for our monthly program can be obtained electronically as PDF files from our 
Library’s Genealogy Blog called “Tony’s Genealogy Blog at the Schaumburg Township 
District Library”.  This is a WordPress blog that you can reach directly at: 
 
   http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
 Look on the right side of the blog for links within the “Newsletter” category and the 
“Program Handouts” category.  You can read the material online, download as a PDF file to 
your computer or print it from the blog. 
 
 If anyone needs to contact me via e-mail, you may reach me at the Schaumburg 
Township District Library at: 
 
     akierna@stdl.org 
 
 Or if you need to reach me the old fashioned way by phone, please contact me 
through the Schaumburg Township District Library at 847-923-3390.  I now can 
also be reached by direct FAX at the Schaumburg Township District Library.  The 
FAX number in Reference is 847-923-3335. 
 
 I am at the library each Monday, Tuesday (except on program dates) and 
Wednesday morning from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Reference Office should you need to 
meet me to obtain assistance in your research plan.  Please let me know in advance if you 
plan on dropping in on these days so we can schedule a convenient time slot within those 
hours. 
 
Tony Kierna - Genealogy Coordinator/Schaumburg Township District Library 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
JANUARY 14, 2020 GENEALOGY PROGRAM TOPIC 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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Our next genealogy program will take place on Tuesday evening, January 14, 2020.  
 

The title of the program is “Pins and Needles: Adding Social Media to Your Genealogy 
Repertoire”.  The presenter is Tina Beaird. 

 
Guest speaker Tina Beaird will present "Pins and Needles: Adding Social Media to 

Your Genealogy Repertoire",  a discussion on the changes many social media sites are 
making to add some fun to the search for family and ancestors. Join Tina for a lively session 
on how to use sites like Facebook, Pinterest, Flickr and more to find, identify and share 
ancestors. 

 
Tina Beaird is the owner of Tamarack Genealogy and is a Genealogy & Local History 

librarian at the Plainfield Public Library. She holds a Masters of Library and Information 
Science degree with a specialization in Archives/Preservation from Dominican University. 
Tina has won multiple research and digitization grants to preserve and digitize historic 
documents and photographs. 

 
Doors will open at approximately 7 p.m. so you can pick-up handouts, review books 

and journals, and network with other participants. Tony Kierna will start the program at 
7:30 p.m. with introductions of new participants and a brief review of handouts and 
genealogical matters. 

 
For further information, contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
You may visit the library’s web page at: 

 
   www.SchaumburgLibrary.org  
 
to view a Calendar of Events section of the library web page for this program and for many 
more non-genealogical programs offered by our library. 
 

You can also visit the Genealogy Blog of the library that is authored by Tony Kierna.  
Visit the blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com for all things related to 
genealogy and the genealogy programs at the Schaumburg Township District Library. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS 
 
 Glad you could join us as you embark on a rather adventurous journey into the 
unknown and far-reaching past!  Please see me so I can get to know you and the details of 
the “journey” you plan to take.  Make sure you receive from me a special “newcomer” 
package of materials that will help you take your first big steps. 
 
 I would greatly appreciate your taking the time to fill out and return to me a simple 
questionnaire that I use to better understand areas of research into which you may delve as 
well as your having access or not to a home personal computer. 
 
 Please feel free to become acquainted with the Genealogy Collection at Schaumburg 
Township District Library.  Our book material is generally located in the 929.1XXXX to 

http://www.schaumburglibrary.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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929.3XXXX sections of both the Circulating Collection as well as the Reference Collection.  
The library also has a Video, Audio and Microform Collection of Genealogy material located 
in the AV-Department.  The materials in AV are also identified in the same Dewey number 
range as the printed material.  These are two great browsing areas for you to review 
introductory material. 
 
 For book material I would like to recommend as a starter a book titled Unpuzzling 
Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy, 4th Ed. by Emily Anne Croom (929.1 CRO).  A 
companion book that would follow Unpuzzling Your Past is The Genealogist’s Companion & 
Sourcebook also by Emily Anne Croom (R 929.1 CRO).  These two books present a good 
place to begin familiarizing yourself with the field of Genealogy.  Feel free to review these 
books. 
 
 If you have access to the Internet, you may want to check out a “How To Make A 
Family Tree” web page that appears at the National Genealogical Society web site.  The 
address is: 
 
  http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/How_to_make_a_family_tree  
 

Our participants are a great group of friendly people who are willing to help each 
other in their quest to discover their ancestors.  Don’t be shy to mingle!!  You may be 
sitting next to a long, lost relative!? 
 
 Welcome to the group! 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
WHO WE ARE AND WHERE WE ARE LOOKING - FOLLOW-UP 
 
 Here is an update on our participant information that I am tracking.  My database to 
date includes information on 246 participants that have returned a filled-out questionnaire 
to me over many years.  (In fact, the questionnaire has just recently been revised as of 
March 2018 to include questions on family trees being uploaded and to what locations and 
DNA testing as well as through which companies.  The questionnaire has also been revised 
to allow multiple responses to a variety of the questions. The revised questionnaire is now 
included in all of the “Welcome” packages I hand out to new participants at our monthly 
program.  Those that may have submitted the “old” questionnaire to me are certainly 
welcome to submit the new updated one back to me.  I bring extra copies of this revised 
questionnaire to our program just for that purpose for those interested in filling out the new 
revised one.)  I have received updates from many of you since our last meeting.  You truly 
are a very sharing group in your willingness to share your personal information with others 
attending our genealogy program concerning your research efforts. 
 
 From the filled-out questionnaires that have been returned to me, the numbers show 
that program participants are searching for a total of 1,937 surnames among all of the 
individuals. 
 
 Remember, that I will bring to the program a current group report that I would 
appreciate you reviewing and marking any additions, deletions or changes for your 
particular information that you would like me to make onto the report itself.  Look for the 

http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/How_to_make_a_family_tree
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red binder in the area of the handout material at our programs.  I will make 
additions/deletions to the participants that will be reflected in the listing of participants 
contained in the red binder. 
 
 Any feedback from you is welcome concerning the report and the material included 
in it.  I do occasionally make typos or I possibly misread what you provided. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
SHORT TAKES / POTPOURRI 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter October 21, 2019, 
October 25, 2019, November 5, 2019, November 11, 2019, November 12, 2019 and 
November 12, 2019 and are copyright 2019 by Richard W. Eastman.  They are re-published 
here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at 
http://www.eogn.com. 
 
Over the Next Several Months, AncestryDNA Customers May Receive Updated 
Ethnicity Estimates and That’s a Good Thing (October 21, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · October 21, 2019 · DNA · 10 Comments  

The team of scientists at AncestryDNA have increased the company’s reference panel 
to more than double its previous size with DNA samples from more places around the world, 
resulting in the latest update to AncestryDNA ethnicity estimates. In short, with more 
detailed data to work with today, the company can now provide more accurate locations of 
your ancestors. This means there may be some changes to the results you received earlier. 

 

The expanded AncestryDNA reference panel helps deliver even more precise regions in West 
Africa, northwestern Europe, the Americas, Oceania, and Southeast Asia. 

Quoting from the announcement in the AncestryDNA Blog: 

“For example, previously we had North and South America as two large regions: 
Native American–Andean and Native American–North, Central, South. With this new update, 
we are able to refine the areas into 11 smaller ones. If you received one of the older regions 
before, your new report will most likely have one of the newer, more precise regions instead 

http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/10/21/over-the-next-several-months-ancestrydna-customers-may-receive-updated-ethnicity-estimates-and-thats-a-good-thing/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/dna/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/10/21/over-the-next-several-months-ancestrydna-customers-may-receive-updated-ethnicity-estimates-and-thats-a-good-thing/#comments
https://tinyurl.com/eogn191021
https://tinyurl.com/eogn191021
https://tinyurl.com/eogn191021
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like Indigenous Eastern South America, Indigenous Cuba, and Indigenous Americas–Mexico, 
among others. 

“While not common, some customers may also lose a small percentage region as a 
result of this update.” 

You can read the full announcement in the AncestryDNA Blog at: 
https://tinyurl.com/eogn191021. 

What is a Polygenic Risk Score? (October 25, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · October 25, 2019 · DNA · One Comment  

Jessica Greenwood, MS, LGC has written an article about DNA that is now available 
in the MyHeritage Blog. I suspect this article will interest many people, genealogists and 
non-genealogists alike. It certainly was of interest to me! The article describes your 
inherited DNA and the effect it has on your health and life expectancy. 

 

Jessica Greenwood writes: 

“As the average lifespan has grown over the past several decades, learning about 
your health and how to preserve it has become increasingly more important. Scientists are 
constantly uncovering new developments about the impact that genetics has on our long 
term health. Genetics, and what they mean for us personally, can be complicated. But 
learning how our genetics may impact our health can empower us to make different choices 
that can significantly change the long-term risk to develop certain conditions. 

“In this Health blog series, we’ll dive into hot topics related to DNA testing and 
health as well as how this testing can be incorporated into your overall health management 
plan. So, let’s get started! 

“How is the Risk for Complex Conditions Determined? 

“Ever wonder if heart disease has some genetic component? What about type 2 
diabetes? Or breast cancer? There is a new technique that aims to combine DNA testing 
with mathematical modeling to answer that very question on a personal level. It is called a 
polygenic risk score (PRS). But what exactly is a polygenic risk score?”: 

https://tinyurl.com/eogn191021
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/10/25/what-is-a-polygenic-risk-score/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/dna/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/10/25/what-is-a-polygenic-risk-score/#comments
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/10/what-is-a-polygenic-risk-score/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/10/what-is-a-polygenic-risk-score/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/10/what-is-a-polygenic-risk-score/
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You can read the full article in the MyHeritage Blog at: 
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/10/what-is-a-polygenic-risk-score/. 

Genealogy at Sea! July 2020 (November 5, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · November 5, 2019 · Education, Travel · No Comments  

The following announcement was written by Diana Smith, the organizer of next 
year’s Genealogy at Sea Adventure: 

You may have heard that Gary Smith, my husband and genealogy partner, passed 
away in February 2018. Although he is terribly missed (especially by me), he wanted the 
genealogy adventures to continue, so I am preparing for a cruise to Bermuda in July 2020. 
Our friend Dick Eastman will serve as cohost. 

We will be traveling with CruiseEverything again, on 
the lovely Celebrity Summit, with our friends, professional genealogists and popular 
speakers, Dick Eastman and Ann Staley, 19 July to 26 July 2020. 

Full details are available on the CruiseEverything website at 
https://www.cecruisegroups.com/2020-genealogy-cruise.html. There is a link to the 
upcoming cruise, with photos of the ship, cabins, restaurants, and public areas, and 
information on the ports of call. You can also see a gallery of photos from our previous 
genealogy cruises. Check it out! 

As before, we are planning a wide range of genealogy activities. We will have 
presentations and some group sessions in private meeting rooms, one-on-one consultation 
opportunities, and lots of networking available. There will be genealogy activities every day 
at sea, plus a few optional opportunities in port, should anyone choose to stay onboard. The 
topics will be announced soon. 

The Summit is a lovely 5-star ship (I’ve sailed on her before), and Celebrity treats us 
very well. We will leave Port Liberty (New York City metro area) on Sunday afternoon, 
sailing past the Statue of Liberty en route to Newport, RI, (Many of us have ancestry in RI) 
where we will dock for the day on Monday, departing at 5 PM. We will then be at sea until 
Wednesday afternoon when we will dock in Kings Wharf, Bermuda. We will remain there 
until Friday afternoon. We will then be at sea Friday night and Saturday, returning to Port 
Liberty on Sunday morning. We will have two and a half days at sea for presentation and 
group activities. This will also give us plenty of time for talking about genealogy, 
networking, participating in shipboard activities, and sightseeing in the ports. 

https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/10/what-is-a-polygenic-risk-score/
https://blog.myheritage.com/2019/10/what-is-a-polygenic-risk-score/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/05/genealogy-at-sea-july-2020/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/education/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/travel/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/05/genealogy-at-sea-july-2020/#respond
https://www.cecruisegroups.com/genealogy-cruise-2014.html
https://www.cecruisegroups.com/2020-genealogy-cruise.html
https://www.cecruisegroups.com/2020-genealogy-cruise.html
https://cruiseeverything.com/
https://www.cecruisegroups.com/2020-genealogy-cruise.html
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I would appreciate your assistance in getting the word out about our cruise. As 
always, the more, the merrier. If you could share to your blog, forward this to others, or 
just tell your friends, it will be appreciated. 

We already have a few signed up, but would love more. For more details and any 
questions, contact Herb at CruiseEverything (239)275-1717. Be sure to ask if there are any 
early booking amenities available from Celebrity and don’t forget to get travel insurance. 
The deposit to hold space is $250 per person, with final payment due 15 March 2020. 

Any questions on the genealogy portion of the trip, contact me at 
TalkGenealogy@gmail.com. 

Diana Crisman Smith 
and Dick Eastman 
and Ann Staley 

Your genealogy-at-sea hosts  

 

Geni Introduces Consistency Checker to the World Family Tree (November 11, 
2019) 

Dick Eastman · November 11, 2019 · Online Sites · No Comments  

The following announcement is an excerpt from a much longer article posted to the 
Geni Blog: 

Today we are excited to introduce the new Consistency Checker to Geni’s World 
Family Tree. The Consistency Checker will constantly monitor changes to profiles in the 
family tree to detect common errors or inconsistencies and bring them to your attention so 

mailto:TalkGenealogy@gmail.com
https://www.cecruisegroups.com/2020-genealogy-cruise.html
https://www.cecruisegroups.com/2020-genealogy-cruise.html
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/11/geni-introduces-consistency-checker-to-the-world-family-tree/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/11/geni-introduces-consistency-checker-to-the-world-family-tree/#respond
https://www.geni.com/blog/introducing-the-consistency-checker-to-the-world-family-tree-3104764.html
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that you can make the necessary changes to improve the quality and accuracy of the family 
tree. 

 

This helpful tool checks for 26 types of inconsistencies, ranging from obvious issues, 
such as a child born before their parent, to more subtle problems, such as an event after 
death. It offers you a fast and easy way to fix mistakes to ensure that the most accurate 
information is found on Geni profiles. 

And it is available to everyone for free! 

The Consistency Checker has been running on all newly added and edited profiles 
since the beginning of this year. We will soon back fill inconsistencies for older profiles in 
batches, until all profiles on Geni have been checked. 

You can read the full announcement, including detailed instructions on how to access 
the new Consistency Checker, at: https://www.geni.com/blog/introducing-the-consistency-
checker-to-the-world-family-tree-3104764.html. 

23andMe’s Stance on Protecting Customers’ Data (November 12, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · November 12, 2019 · DNA, Legal Affairs · 3 Comments  

The following is from an article by Kathy Hibbs, 23andMe’s Chief Legal and 
Regulatory Officer, as published in the company’s blog: 

“A Florida judge recently issued a warrant granting law 
enforcement access to search the database of GEDmatch, a small publicly accessible DNA 
and genealogy research site. Allowing law enforcement access to GEDmatch’s nearly one 
million users should trouble anyone who values people’s right to privacy. 

“It certainly troubles us here at 23andMe. 

https://www.geni.com/blog/introducing-the-consistency-checker-to-the-world-family-tree-3104764.html
https://www.geni.com/blog/introducing-the-consistency-checker-to-the-world-family-tree-3104764.html
https://www.geni.com/blog/introducing-the-consistency-checker-to-the-world-family-tree-3104764.html
https://www.geni.com/blog/introducing-the-consistency-checker-to-the-world-family-tree-3104764.html
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/12/23andmes-stance-on-protecting-customers-data/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/dna/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/legal-affairs/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/12/23andmes-stance-on-protecting-customers-data/#comments
https://blog.23andme.com/news/our-stance-on-protecting-customers-data/
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“Perhaps just as disturbing is GEDmatch’s apparent lack of scrutiny and challenge of 
the validity of the warrant issued. 

“According to reporting by the New York Times, the company opened up its database 
to law enforcement within 24 hours of the judge’s decision. Given this timing, it does not 
appear that GEDmatch exhausted all legal avenues to challenge the warrant. In contrast, if 
we had received a warrant, we would use every legal remedy possible. And to be clear, 
because our database is and always has been private, we don’t believe that this decision 
impacts 23andMe.” 

There is a lot more information in the complete blog post at: 
https://blog.23andme.com/news/our-stance-on-protecting-customers-data/. 

Ancestry Says, “Your Privacy is our Top Priority” (November 12, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · November 12, 2019 · Uncategorized · 3 Comments  

From an article by Ancestry’s Chief Privacy Officer, Eric Heath, published in the 
Ancestry Blog: 

“Your privacy is important to us. That’s why we want to 
share our position on a recent event where a Florida judge issued a search warrant to allow 
law enforcement to search all of GEDmatch, an open data personal genomics database. 
Following the issuance of the search warrant, GEDmatch opened its database of nearly one 
million users — beyond those who had consented to such access — within 24 hours. 
Ancestry believes that GEDmatch could have done more to protect the privacy of its users, 
by pushing back on the warrant or even challenging it in court. Their failure to do so is 
highly irresponsible, and deeply concerning to all of us here at Ancestry. GEDmatch’s 
actions stand in stark contrast to our values and commitment to our customers. 

“We want to be clear – protecting our customers’ privacy and being good stewards of 
their data is our highest priority. Not only will we not share customer information with law 
enforcement unless compelled to by valid legal process, such as a court order or search 
warrant, we will also always advocate for our customers’ privacy and seek to narrow the 
scope of any compelled disclosure, or even eliminate it entirely. You can find more 
information on our privacy philosophy here.” 

There is a lot more information available in the article at: 
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2019/11/08/your-privacy-is-our-top-priority/. 

   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
   
LOCAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY NEWS/PROGRAMS 

 
Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society 

https://blog.23andme.com/news/our-stance-on-protecting-customers-data/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/12/ancestry-says-your-privacy-is-our-top-priority/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/uncategorized/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/12/ancestry-says-your-privacy-is-our-top-priority/#comments
https://www.ancestry.com/cs/privacyphilosophy
https://blogs.ancestry.com/ancestry/2019/11/08/your-privacy-is-our-top-priority/


 11 11/27/2019 

Please note that there is no program offered by the society during the month of 
December 2019. Also note that the January 4, 2020 program will take place at the 
Mount Prospect Public Library and NOT the Arlington Heights Senior Center. 
    

The next meeting of the Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society will take place on 
Saturday morning January 4, 2020.  The program for the morning is titled “Preparing to 
Write and Publish Your Family History”.   The speaker for the morning will be Regina 
Yuill. 

 
Does publishing your family history book seem like a daunting task?  This talk will 

help you overcome your fears of writing and publishing your family history book.  The 
discussion will cover how to generate ideas for your book, finding your target audience, 
setting up the book, finding publishing companies and how to use Microsoft Word to add 
special features to your book. 

  
Regina has experience in researching within state courthouses, libraries and 

archives.  She has traveled to and conducted genealogy research in Ireland and has become 
an expert in locating real estate records.  She has published a 500 page family history book 
on her mother’s family line and is currently working on a second volume, this one focusing 
on her father’s heritage. 

 
This meeting will take place at the Mount Prospect Public Library, 10 S. Emerson St., 

Mount Prospect, IL 60056 at 10:00 AM.  There is a round table discussion that takes place 
at 9:00 AM prior to the main meeting/program that starts at 10:00 AM.  Participants are 
invited to attend this round table and bring their research questions for discussion.  

 
You may visit the society web page at: 

 
   http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  
 
 Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 
program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
DuPage County Genealogical Society 
 

Please note that meetings that will take place for the society will occur 
between September 2019 and May 2020.  The September 2019 program will occur 
at the DuPage County Historical Museum located at 102 E. Wesley Street in 
Wheaton, IL.  The October 2019 through May 2020 programs are once again 
taking place at the Wheaton Public Library in the Lower Level.  The address of the 
library is 225 N. Cross St. in Wheaton, IL.  Please note the times for refreshments 

http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
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and the program.  Refreshments are offered at 6:30 PM.  The meeting will start at 
7 PM and last till no longer than 8:45 PM. 

 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the DuPage County Genealogical Society will 

take place on Wednesday evening, January 15, 2020 between 7:00pm to 8:30pm at the 
Wheaton Public Library located at 225 N. Cross Street in Wheaton, IL.  Refreshments are 
offered at 6:30pm.  The program scheduled for that evening is “Explore U.S. Church 
Records – Find Family”.  The speaker for the program will be Jacquie Schattner.  

 
Church records provide surprising information, not just baptisms, marriages and 

deaths. They provide clues to much more, including town of origin and immigration 
information, how active families were in their church, and their financial situation. Church 
records predate government records, and often provide information on under-represented 
people: women, minorities, immigrants, and young children.  You will learn how to identify 
your ancestor's place of worship, access surviving records and solve research problems such 
as maiden names and overseas birthplaces.  Come find out what new and exciting 
information you may find in church records! 

 
You may visit the society's web page at: 

 
    www.dcgs.org 
 
The society also has a blog that you can visit to find out about “this and that” related 

to the society as well as find genealogical tips.  You can visit the DuPage County 
Genealogical Society blog at: 

 
 http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 

 
 Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 
program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI) 

 
The next regular meeting of CAGGNI will take place on Saturday morning, January 

18, 2020 at the Schaumburg Township District Library in Schaumburg, IL at 10:30 am.  The 
program scheduled for this day is ”A Walk Down Memory Lane”.  The speaker will be 
Rochelle Pennington. 

Author Rochelle Pennington will transport all to the "good old days" of the 1930s, 40s 
and 50s in this lighthearted presentation detailing everyday life and featuring vintage 

http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
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photographs of bygone years of corner photo booths, party lines, hand-me-down clothes, 
wringer washing machines and outhouses. 

Speaker: Rochelle Pennington is an award-winning newspaper columnist and 
bestselling author of 10 books who gives hundreds of presentations a year. She resides in 
Wisconsin with her husband. They have two grown children and four grandchildren. 

You may visit the organization web page at: 

    www.CAGGNI.org 
 
Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 

program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
INTERNET INFORMATION 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter November 8, 2019, 
and November 8, 2019 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2019. They are re-
published here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is 
available at http://www.eogn.com 
 
Family History Researcher Academy Re-releases the English and Welsh Family 
History Researcher Course (November 8, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · November 8, 2019 · Education · No Comments  

The following announcement was written by the Family History Researcher Academy: 

The Family History Researcher Academy has revised and re-released its wide-ranging 
English/Welsh course aimed at helping researchers find elusive English or Welsh ancestors 
in the records. The concise lessons highlight some of the lesser known resources which are 
often overlooked by many researchers, as well as looking at what record collections are 
available on and offline. 

For November they are running a trial offer of just $1/£1 for a 4 week trial, after 
which it becomes $14 or £11 a month, with the option to cancel at any time. 

http://www.caggni.org/
http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/08/family-history-researcher-academy-re-releases-the-english-and-welsh-family-history-researcher-course/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/education/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/08/family-history-researcher-academy-re-releases-the-english-and-welsh-family-history-researcher-course/#respond
https://www.familyhistoryresearcher.com/specialoffer
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The Family History Researcher Academy’s English and Welsh Family History 
Course offers a new lesson released inside a private members area weekly for 52 weeks. 
The course has been well received since it was first released back in 2013.  

 

The 52 weekly lessons explore the different resources, data sets and documents that 
reveal more about English or Welsh ancestry and allow the reader to become a much better 
informed researcher from studying the modules at their own pace. Written from a practical 
point of view, contributors include professional genealogists, online data experts and family 
historian, Nick Thorne. 

Topics covered in the 12 months include: 

The census collections, The Parish records, The Parish Chest, Dade 
Registers, County Record offices and the valuable treasures they contain, 
Nonconformist Religious records, Clandestine marriages, City and Town 
Directories, Census substitutes, Apprentices, Professionals, Military, Merchant 
Navy, Illegitimacy, The Workhouse, Poor Law, Death records, Burial, Wills, Rural 
ancestors, Bankrupts, Black sheep, Genetics and DNA, Occupations, Maps and 
Charts, The National Archives and Other depositories, Family Search Centres, 
Passports, Manorial records, Newspapers and more! 

The Family History Researcher Academy is offering a Special Offer Trial for just $1 
or £1 for a month (then $14/£11 per month x 11 – However, you may cancel anytime). 

Receive 4 modules plus the bonus content (Pay in US$) now by going to: 
https://www.familyhistoryresearcher.com/specialoffer/ 

Or for the GB£ offer here 

Have You Used the FamilySearch Digital Library? (November 8, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · November 8, 2019 · Genealogy Basics · 6 Comments  

https://www.familyhistoryresearcher.com/specialoffer
https://www.familyhistoryresearcher.com/specialoffer
https://www.familyhistoryresearcher.com/specialoffer/
https://familyhistoryresearcher.com/fhrmembers/gbp/englishwelsh-family-history-course/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/08/have-you-used-the-familysearch-digital-library/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/genealogy-basics/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/08/have-you-used-the-familysearch-digital-library/#comments
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Here is a quote from https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/: 

“The Family History Library sponsored by FamilySearch is the largest genealogical 
library in the world. The Family History Library is actively digitizing its family histories, local 
histories, and other collections to make them searchable and available online to researchers 
worldwide. Together with other world-renowned genealogical research partner libraries, the 
Family History Library is pleased to make its collections and its partners’ collections 
available together in the new online digital library. 

“The FamilySearch Digital Library offers a collection of more than 440,000 digitized 
genealogy and family history books and publications. Here, you can dive into family 
histories, county and local histories, genealogy magazines, gazetteers, and even medieval 
histories and pedigrees! “ 

Indeed, I have used the FamilySearch Digital Library a number of times and have 
been pleased with the results. Of course, I probably could have achieved the same results 
had a I purchased airline tickets to Salt Lake City, spent money on taxis or Uber, spent 
money in hotels and restaurants for a few days, and paid whatever other miscellaneous 
expenses are incurred on a multi-day trip. Besides that, such a trip also involves an 
“investment” of several days of my time. There has to be a better way. 

The FamilySearch Digital Library is available free of charge. That’s great, but the real 
“bottom line” financial benefit is even more impressive. Remotely accessing the Digital 
Library actually SAVED me hundreds, perhaps a thousand, dollars or so when compared to 
the traditional method of using my hard-earned money to pay for a trip to Salt Lake City to 
use a library there. 

To paraphrase Benjamin Franklin’s Poor Richard’s Almanac, a penny saved is a penny 
earned. 

Note: “A penny saved is a penny earned” is a quote often attributed to Benjamin 
Franklin, but it appears that he never wrote those exact words. Instead, he originally wrote, 
“A penny saved is two pence clear.” Later, he wrote a version closer to the saying we know: 
“A penny saved is a penny got.” He never used the word “earned.” However, a number of 
other authors have written the familiar version, “A penny saved is a penny earned.” 

The digital library at https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/?cid=bl-fsb-8007 is 
a powerful resource for finding family history books and learning about families and places 

https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/?cid=bl-fsb-8007
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/?cid=bl-fsb-8007
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/?cid=bl-fsb-8007
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all over the world. Not only are the books and microfilms stored in Salt lake City, but 
digitization is also taking place at other major genealogy libraries, including: 

Allen County Public Library (ACPL) Genealogy Center in Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Arizona State Library  

Southern History Department of the Birmingham (Alabama) Public Library 

BYU (Brigham Young University0 Family History Library 

Houston Public Library 

Dallas Public Library Genealogy & History Division 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania 

Midwest Genealogy Center of Mid-Continent Public Library (MGC 

Onondaga (New York) County Public Library specializing in the history of Syracuse, 
Onondaga County, New York State, the New England States, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey. 

Ontario Ancestors (The Ontario (Canada) Genealogical Society) 

History & Genealogy at St. Louis (Missouri) County Library 

University of Florida George A. Smathers Libraries 

Searching the FamilySearch Digital Library also includes searches of all the above 
libraries, resulting in saving even more money: I don’t have to travel to all those libraries! 

There is one major downside, however: the digitization of the genealogical works at 
all of these libraries is still a work-in-progress effort. That is, none of the libraries have yet 
had all of their collections completely digitized. Digitizing crews are presently active in these 
libraries and more digital documents are being added weekly to the FamilySearch Digital 
Library’s web site. If you don’t find what you seek today, come back again every month or 
two and search again. The information you seek may have been added since your last 
search. 

You can find the FamilySearch Digital Library at 
https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/?cid=bl-fsb-8007. 

To learn more, you need to read the articles in the FamilySearch Blog at: 
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/. 

To access the library, follow the instructions at: 
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-books/. 

Have fun at the (digital) library! 

https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/?cid=bl-fsb-8007
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/family-history-books/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
   

 
PERIODICAL NEWS 
     
Your Genealogy Today 
 
 We have received the November/December 2019, Volume 5, Number 5 issue of Your 
Genealogy Today. 
 
 Key articles in this issue are: 
 
  “Dwelling in the Past: Going Home to An Ancestral Cottage” 
   By Joe Grandinetti 
 
  Joe Grandinetti recounts his recent stay at the cottage of his great 
  grandfather’s youth. 
 
  “Becoming a Certified Genealogist” 
   By Diane L. Richard 
 
  Diane L. Richard looks at credentialing for genealogists. 
 
  “Holiday Traditions” 
   By Leslie Michele Derrough 
 
  Leslie Michele Derrough looks at five ways family history is part of the 
  season. 
 
  “Imperfect Reflections: Visualizing Your Ancestors” 
   By Sue Lisk 
 
  Sue Lisk looks at resources that might help you catch a glimpse of your 
  ancestors when photos are scarce. 
 
  “Save Your Receipts … For Your Genealogy” 
   By David A. Norris 
 
  David A. Norris looks at the collection of paper receipts, slips and vouchers 
  that mark a trail through a family history. 
 
  “Researching Road Records and Finding Family” 
   By Diane L. Richard 
   
  Diane L. Richard says there’s a lot to discover about our ancestors who 
  built the nation’s roads. 
 
  “Surrounding Yourself with Family After They Are Gone” 
   By Lynn Cassity 
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  Lynn Cassity offers some insight into saving at least some of the  
  important items that are left after the passing of a family member. 
 
  “The Value of Spilt Milk: Handling Errors in Research” 
   By Sue Lisk 
 
  Sue Lisk looks at how we handle errors in our research with an eye 
  on learning from the experience. 
 
  “Taking Your Memoir From Stuck … to Finished” 
   By Karen Dustman 
 
  Karen Dustman offers tips to help overcome the inevitable stumbling 
  blocks in writing your life story. 
 
  “The Camden Point Female Academy” 
   By Lynn Cassity 
 
  Lynn Cassity looks at the history and determination of Missouri 
  pioneers who built and rebuilt a school to educate their daughters. 
 
  “The Answer May Be in Black & White” 
   By Dave Obee 
 
  Dave Obee says don’t overlook digitized newspapers when researching 
  hard-to-find kin. 
 
 I thought that an interesting article in this issue is one titled “Becoming a Certified 
Genealogist”.  The author of the article is Diane L. Richard. 
 
 Perhaps you have reached the pinnacle of your own personal research in genealogy.  
You have been very successful at discovering information about your ancestors.  Maybe you 
are also good at helping others discover their ancestors.  Maybe you are looking for a 
challenge.  Maybe you can put your skills to work helping others and generating a stream of 
income from those endeavors.  Such a pathway to such success is accomplished by 
becoming a Certified Genealogist. 
 
 The author notes some helpful information on how to make that happen for you: 
 

• Certified Genealogist is a registered trademark. 

• There are two independent formal genealogical accreditation systems: 

o Board for Certification of Genealogists (BCG) @ 
https://bcgcertification.org  

 You will often see the status of a Certified Genealogist as CG in 
a list of their credentials often on a business card. 

 BCG was established in 1964 

 BCG has “set the standards for competence and ethics in 
genealogical research through certification, lectures, and 
publications.  These attainable, uniform standards of 

https://bcgcertification.org/
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competence in research, evidence analysis, writing and kinship 
determination became generally accepted for the field.” 

 Why hire a BCG Associate @ 
https://bcgcertification.org/bcgassociates/why-hire-associate  

o International Commission for the Accreditation of Professional 
Genealogists (ICAPGen) @ www.icapgen.org  

 Accredited genealogists (AG) have demonstrated proficiencies 
specific to a US region or country. 

 Those with an AG designation are found worldwide and show 
knowledge in one or more of 8 United States regions and 21 
different countries. 

 ICAPGen began in 1964 by the Genealogical society of Utah @ 
https://fasg.org/resources/accreditation  

• Has a searchable list of members @ 
www.icapgen.org/find-an-ag-professional   

 Not all professional genealogists are credentialed 

• Two other genealogical groups that can help you down the road towards 
professionalism: 

o Association of Professional Genealogists (APG) @ www.apgen.org  

 APG is an independent organization whose principal purpose is 
to support professional genealogists. 

 You can search for a professional from within the organization 
@ www.apgen.org/articles/hire.html  

 Every APG member signs a Code of Ethics @ 
www.apgen.org/ethics/index.html   

 APG has a robust program of continuing education for their 
members. 

o ProGen Study Groups @ www.progenstudy.org  

 Further options for genealogical education through this 
organization. 

 Not typically done through classroom interaction 

 Each ProGen group has either an Accredited Genealogist or a 
Certified Genealogist mentoring the group. 

• Monthly discussions to answer questions. 

• Strength relies on peer review and discussion. 

• Seeking to become a credentialed genealogist will definitely enhance your 
research skills. Expand your awareness of professional requirements, and 
elevate your understanding of what quality research entails. 

I thought that another interesting article in this issue is one titled “Save Your 
Receipts … For Your Genealogy”.  The author of the article is David A. Norris. 

 

https://bcgcertification.org/bcgassociates/why-hire-associate
http://www.icapgen.org/
https://fasg.org/resources/accreditation
http://www.icapgen.org/find-an-ag-professional
http://www.apgen.org/
http://www.apgen.org/articles/hire.html
http://www.apgen.org/ethics/index.html
http://www.progenstudy.org/
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It is certainly important that within your genealogy research that you search for the 
“triumvirate” of official documents for your ancestors … birth, marriage and death 
certificates.  They represent the best chance for you to establish the facts related to your 
ancestors for these key events in their lives.  What about those just common day-to-day 
events of activities that show up in the lives of our ancestors, purchase receipts, monthly 
bills, membership documents.  These too really add an even more insightful view of our 
ancestors and their day-to day lives.  What about your own receipts and bills for future 
generations?  What can these pieces of paper tell about your ancestors and what can your 
receipts and bills tell about you? 

 
Regarding the pieces of papers from your ancestors.  Let us admit that there does 

need to be some luck involved for you to be able to discover such materials since they are 
not “official” documents of federal, state, county or city governments.  Yes, you have to be 
lucky to have had parents, or grandparents that may have been paper hoarders that did not 
dispose of such priceless pieces of paper and in fact that they seemed to be passed down 
generation to generation.  Personally, I was lucky to some extent with such documents I 
came across.  First, my mom did save a variety of odds and evens pieces of information on 
paper.  Secondly, for some reason, I thought they were meaningful and did not dispose of 
them myself!  I guess I must have been a budding genealogist and did not even know it 
back then! 

 
Paper receipts that were given to our ancestors are being replaced over time with 

thermal paper receipts or not even paper receipts anymore but rather electronic receipts 
such as a PDF file image of a bill, or in email format.  Thermal images you may save today 
will not even be readable in a few years at best. 

 
The author suggests that there can be a fair amount of family history in the receipts 

of our ancestors, if they have survived and were discovered by you.  The author also 
suggests that many of the old receipts of our ancestors are forms of art.  Companies often 
created elaborate letterheads on official documents given to our ancestors as receipts.  
Imagine discovering a document related to the Civil War that was used to finance the war.  

 
The author even identifies where some of this material may be found today: 
 

• Estate sales 

o School records 

o Report cards 

o Classroom photos 

o Tuition receipts 

o FamilySearch has digitized microfilm reels of estate files 

• Probate Records 

• Unofficial military records 

o If a muster role is lost perhaps and ancestor received a receipt for pay 
or supplies 

o Confederate cavalrymen generally used their own horses. 

 Receipts for forage 

 Receipt for a horse lost in battle 
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o Officers may have signed for receiving equipment. 

o May discover receipts for travel 

o Daily rations might be converted to cash if on leave 

o Receipts for materials sold to Union or Confederate forces 

o Receipts for compensation for lost personal material during wars e.g. 
look for “southern Claims” in Fold3 

Personally, I have been lucky enough to have saved some of the receipts connected 
to my Family History.  Again, I was lucky that my mother had them.  You may not be so 
lucky but now is the time to ask your surviving parents, grandparents, uncles, etc. if 
perhaps they would have saved family receipts that could help you with your family history 
research.  Here are some of the items I have: 

• Receipt from my father’s purchase of a brand new automobile in 1953. 

• Receipt for all of the funeral expenses for my father who passed away in 1953 

• Some receipt from the grammar school I attended for tuition payments 

• Report card for my mother from approximately 1918. 

• Receipt for the first automobile I was able to purchase approximately 1968 

• Receipts for the purchase of War Bonds from my father around 1943 

• Fishing license from Minnesota approximately 1956. 

These may not seem like earth shattering documents but to me they are everything.  
They give dates and events associated with those events.  They often give the cost of goods 
and services at the time.  They provide me with geographic areas tying my ancestors to 
certain places at certain time f I was not aware of that. 

In our digital age, such receipts may become harder to have in paper format because 
they are often in electronic version.  Think of saving some of your day-to -receipts for your 
children and grandchildren.  Let them know you have such items and that you want them to 
have them for their own research efforts in the future. 

You can look at this recent issue of “Your Genealogy Today” on the 2nd floor of our 
library on the magazine shelves.  Many good articles in the issue, some of which may have 
a direct connection to your own research interests.  Look at the Table of Contents I 
identified above and see which ones are of interest to you.  Feel free to make a personal 
copy for your use. 

  
   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
BOOKS IN PRINT 

 
No new genealogy book added during this time period. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter November 5, 2019 
and November 7, 2019 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2019.   They are re-
published here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is 
available at http://www.eogn.com 
 
Don’t Want to Lose (Parts of) Your Genealogical Data? (November 5, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · November 5, 2019 · Genealogy Basics · 15 Comments  

The following is an article written by guest author Bob Coret and is copyright by him. 
The article is published here with the permission of Bob Coret: 

Don’t want to lose (parts of) your genealogical data?  

A recent research report by Genealogy Online shows that genealogists 
have a high risk of losing (parts of) their genealogical data when transferring a GEDCOM file 
from their family tree program or service to another family tree program or service. This is 
caused by the fact that most family tree programs and services do not follow the GEDCOM 
specification to the letter and because a lot of undocumented “user-defined tags” are used. 

Recently, Nigel Munro Parker, made his GEDCOM validator GED-inline [http://ged-
inline.elasticbeanstalk.com/validate] available for re-use. GED-inline reads a GEDCOM file 
and checks if the file follows the rules of the specified GEDCOM specification. You get a 
report nearly instantly (and free). Besides statistics it shows the number of warnings and 
user-defined tags, as well as a list of all warnings. Genealogy Online (a service for easily 
publishing your family tree online) recently deployed the open-sourced GED-inline in its 
infrastructure. Genealogy Online [https://www.genealogieonline.nl/en/] now checks all 
GEDCOM files it receives to publish online. When there are warning in regards to the 
GEDCOM file, Genealogy Online notifies the user. 

In order not to lose genealogical information when it is transferred from “A” to “B”, 
agreements on how the information is recorded are of great importance. If both “A” and “B” 
adhere to these agreements, then the information will come across properly – without loss 
of information! Agreements about the format of genealogical information are laid down in 
the GEDCOM specification. The most recent GEDCOM version is 5.5.5, which is published on 
http://www.gedcom.org [https://www.gedcom.org/]. 

As a genealogist you do not have to dive into these GEDCOM specifications. The 
specifications are intended for the suppliers of family tree programs and services (more 
specifically, their developers). But as a genealogist you should make sure that the GEDCOM 
function of your family tree program or service adheres to the GEDCOM specifications! After 

http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/05/dont-want-to-lose-parts-of-your-genealogical-data/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/genealogy-basics/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/05/dont-want-to-lose-parts-of-your-genealogical-data/#comments
http://ged-inline.elasticbeanstalk.com/validate
http://ged-inline.elasticbeanstalk.com/validate
https://www.genealogieonline.nl/en/
http://www.gedcom.org/
https://www.gedcom.org/
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all, if a family tree program or service does not adhere to the GEDCOM specifications, then 
there is a risk of information loss during the transport of the genealogical information! 

As a genealogist you can check the quality of your GEDCOM too! If you’re not using 
Genealogy Online, just go to GED-inline [http://ged-inline.elasticbeanstalk.com/validate] 
directly and upload your GEDCOM. See how many warnings are in the validation report. The 
number of warnings says nothing about your genealogical information, you didn’t do 
anything wrong. The warnings relate to compliance of the GEDCOM file with the GEDCOM 
specification. If there are warnings, there is a good chance that the GEDCOM file will not be 
fully understood by another family tree program or service and that there is a risk of 
information loss! 

Another number that you should pay attention to in the GED-inline report is the 
User-defined value. This number represents the number of lines in the GEDCOM file where a 
so-called user-defined tag is used. Such tags are valid within GEDCOM, but the meaning of 
this is not laid down in the GEDCOM specification. And often, these use-defined tags are not 
documented publicly. So if program “A” places a certain information in a user-defined tag, 
chances are that program “B” does not know what information it is and what it should do 
with it. In a best case scenario these values are included as a comment, in the worst case 
scenario, these values are ignored. So, the user-defined tags also increase the risk of 
information loss. 

Genealogy Online’s ‘GED-inline validation statistics’ 
[https://www.genealogieonline.nl/en/GED-inline/] report show that 1,215,130,449 lines of 
GEDCOM were inspected, 8,129,466 warnings were given (that’s 0.7%), and 93,365,260 
lines contained user defined tags (that’s 7.7%). With these shocking numbers, you have to 
wonder, just how much genealogical data is lost when transferred? 

What can you, as a genealogist, do to reduce the risk of information loss? 

If you – after checking the quality of your GEDCOM file – find that there is a risk of 
information loss, contact the supplier of your family tree program or service. Ask them to 
improve GEDCOM support (and minimize the use of user-defined tags and document them), 
so that parts of your genealogical data are not lost during export (and import)! 

In your contact with the vendor you can send the GED-inline report of the validation 
of your GEDCOM file and the link to www.gedcom.org where the GEDCOM specifications are 
published. If the supplier does not consider the quality of the GEDCOM export (your 
genealogical data!) as important, it may be time to look for another family tree program of 
service. 

The Free Scanner App You Probably Already Have Installed (November 7, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · November 7, 2019 · Software · 4 Comments  

Genealogists often save digital images of old records. They might embed the images 
into genealogy program(s) or as separate files in a folder someplace on their hard drive(s) 
or in the cloud. 

http://ged-inline.elasticbeanstalk.com/validate
https://www.genealogieonline.nl/en/GED-inline/
http://www.gedcom.org/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/07/the-free-scanner-app-you-probably-already-have-installed/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/software/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/11/07/the-free-scanner-app-you-probably-already-have-installed/#comments
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Today’s flatbed scanners generally cost $50 or so for 
basic scanners or as much as $600 or $700 (US) for the fancier models with lots of 
features. In the past few years, many genealogists have also learned to use their cell 
phones with high-resolution cameras as substitute scanners. 

NOTE: For my earlier articles about using cameras as 
scanners, start at: 
https://duckduckgo.com/?ratb=c&q=site%3Aeogn.com+camera+scanner&t=brave&ia=web
. 

However, a bigger and often more expensive challenge is to convert the words 
printed in a digital image into computer text that can be imported into genealogy programs, 
word processors, or other applications. OCR (Optical Character Recognition) software can 
accomplish that but the higher-quality OCR applications tend to be expensive and require a 
considerable amount of computing power to produce accurate results. 

Indeed, there is a better and inexpensive solution: use Google’s high-powered 
servers in dozens of data centers around the world to convert digital images into text for 
you. 

In fact, you probably have that capability today if you already have Google Drive 
installed on your Windows, Macintosh, Chromebook, Linux, iPhone, or Android system. 
(Google Drive is pre-installed on most Android and Chromebook systems and is available for 
installing as a free app for almost all other operating systems.) Best of all, the OCR 
capability of Google Drive is available FREE of charge. 

Quoting an article by Sydney Butler in the 9to5Google web site: 

“Unless you have huge pockets, chances are that there’s no document 
scanner on you most of the time. However, plenty of people have figured out that they can 

https://duckduckgo.com/?ratb=c&q=site%3Aeogn.com+camera+scanner&t=brave&ia=web
https://duckduckgo.com/?ratb=c&q=site%3Aeogn.com+camera+scanner&t=brave&ia=web
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simply take a picture of any document with their smartphone. That’s a smart idea, but the 
Google Drive app actually has a supercharged camera-based scanning function that takes 
this simple trick to the next level. Let’s learn how to scan documents to Google Drive. 

“Using the document-scanning function in the Google Drive app has more than a few 
advantages over simply opening up your camera app and snapping a picture of a document. 
Google has built image processing intelligence into their software that can instantly format 
the picture into something pretty close to a proper flatbed scan. 

“Even better, any scans you make are automatically stored in your Google Drive, 
which makes this a perfect tool to rapidly scan documents in libraries, government offices or 
at the lawyer’s office. The scanning function also allows you to create multi-page PDF files 
from your scans on the fly. Sold yet? Then it’s time to take this neat Google Drive trick for a 
spin.” 

The article then provides step-by-step instructions on how to scan documents with 
Google Drive: 

1. Install the Google Drive app 
2. Click the “plus” icon 
3. Tap “scan” 
4. Edit your scan 
5. That’s it! 

There’s many more details available, including how to edit your scan, at 
https://9to5google.com/2019/11/06/how-to-quickly-scan-documents-with-the-google-
drive-app/.  However, that article focuses primarily on how to create a high-quality scanned 
image.  For information about using the OCR capabilities, see: How to OCR Documents for 
Free in Google Drive by by Rebecca Tarnopol at 
https://business.tutsplus.com/tutorials/how-to-ocr-documents-for-free-in-google-drive–
cms-20460. 

You might want to read both articles to learn how to easily add OCR text conversion to 
your present genealogy research tools. 

Please keep three things in mind: 

1. The higher the resolution of the original image, the more accurate the OCR results 
will be. Most of today’s cell phones include 8-megapixel or higher resolution 
cameras. That will be sufficient for most applications if the printed text is clear, the 
image is sharp, and if proper lighting was available when the image was digitized. 
Older cameras, fuzzy images, or images with low contrast will not work as well. 

2. OCR software doesn’t work very well on hand-written text. That is not a limitation of 
Google Drive’s software. Instead, it is a technical limitation of all of today’s OCR 
products. 

3. This process is not limited to OCR conversion of photographs that you take. Google 
Drive’s OCR conversion also works well on clear digital images you received in email 
messages, saved from web sites, or obtained from most anyplace else. Simply save 
the image to Google Drive and follow the instructions available at: How to OCR 
Documents for Free in Google Drive by by Rebecca Tarnopol at 

https://9to5google.com/2019/11/06/how-to-quickly-scan-documents-with-the-google-drive-app/
https://9to5google.com/2019/11/06/how-to-quickly-scan-documents-with-the-google-drive-app/
https://business.tutsplus.com/tutorials/how-to-ocr-documents-for-free-in-google-drive--cms-20460
https://business.tutsplus.com/tutorials/how-to-ocr-documents-for-free-in-google-drive--cms-20460
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https://business.tutsplus.com/tutorials/how-to-ocr-documents-for-free-in-google-
drive–cms-20460. 

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
FUNNY BONE 
 

Found some interesting genealogy humor images on Pinterest.  Thought I would 
share the link below to the entirety of what is all there.  Enjoy all of them. 
 

https://www.pinterest.com/lisal4/genealogy-humor/ 
 
Here are some interesting examples: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://business.tutsplus.com/tutorials/how-to-ocr-documents-for-free-in-google-drive--cms-20460
https://business.tutsplus.com/tutorials/how-to-ocr-documents-for-free-in-google-drive--cms-20460
https://www.pinterest.com/lisal4/genealogy-humor/
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
For An Even More Comprehensive List of All Kinds of Genealogy 
Programs Being Offered Locally and Even Nationally, Please Visit My 
Blog I Write for the Library and Look At My Page Titled “Calendar of 
Local Genealogy Events”.   
 
Here Is A Direct Link To the Calendar: 
 
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-
genealogy-events/  
 
(Additions Since Last Newsletter Indicated With An “*”) 
 
Dec 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2019  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jan 4  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, January 4, 2020. 
SAT “Preparing to Write and Publish Your Family History: Tips and  
2020  Tricks For the Writer” 
             Presented by Regina Yuill 

Mount Prospect Public Library.   
10 S. Emerson St.  Mount Prospect, IL.   
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/ 

 
Jan 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Pins and Needles: Adding Social Media to Your Genealogy 
Repertoire” 

  Presented by Tina Beaird 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jan 15 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday, January 15, 2020 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St., Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2020 6:30 PM Refreshments.   
 Meeting/Program Presentation 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM. 

“Explore U.S. Church Records: Find Family”. 
 Presented by Jacquie Schattner. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-genealogy-events/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-genealogy-events/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
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Feb 1  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, February 1, 2020. 
SAT  “Naturalization Records” 
2020             Presented by Teresa McMillin 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Feb 11  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Planning An Ancestral Genealogy Trip” 
  Presented by Terri O’Connell 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Feb 19 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St., Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2020 6:30 PM Refreshments.   
 Meeting/Program Presentation 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM. 

“Navigating Autosomal DNA Results and Contacting Matches”. 
 Presented by Robert Sliwinski. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
Mar 7  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, March 7, 2020. 
SAT  “Eastern European Research” 
2020             Presented by Daniel Earl 

Palatine Public Library.   
700 N. North Court.  Palatine, IL.   
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Mar 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Apr 4  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, April 4, 2020. 
SAT  “The Nature of Genealogy” 
2020             Presented by Tony Burroughs 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/ 

http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
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Apr 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Genealogy Lineage Societies: Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) And Others” 

  Presented by Michelle Wilson 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Apr 15 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St., Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2020 6:30 PM Refreshments.   
 Meeting/Program Presentation 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM. 

“American Migration Trails Westward”. 
 Presented by Steve Szabados. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
May 2  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, May 2, 2020. 
SAT  “Researching at the Newberry Library” 
2020             Presented by Becky Lowery 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
May 12 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“The Different Genealogy DNA Tests: What They DO and DON’T Do 
For Your Research” 

  Presented by Barb Peterson 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
May 20 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St., Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2020 6:30 PM Refreshments.   
 Meeting/Program Presentation 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM. 

“DPO Flow – A Beginner’s Look At Organizing Digital Photos”. 
 Presented by Caroline Guntur. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
Jun 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
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  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jul 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Investigating Your Infamous Ancestors” 
  Presented by Ray Johnson 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
 
*Aug 11 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Cobbler, Tailor, Trunkmaker: How My Grandpappies Made A Living” 
  Presented by Ginger Frere 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Sep 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
*Oct 13 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Researching Your Chicago Ancestors” 
  Presented by Steve Szabados 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
*Nov 10 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“FamilySearch – The Digital Age” 
  Presented by Maureen Brady 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Dec 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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