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PLEASE NOTE 
 
 The statements in this newsletter cited as quotes from other newsletters, quarterlies, 
etc., are quotations and not necessarily fact.  I try not to reproduce statements that have 
been denied as being true and also those statements that are “old news” and have been 
quoted over a few years. 
 
 I would like to remind you that a few extra “paper” copies of newsletters from the 
recent 2 months are filed at the “Ask Us” Desk on the 2nd floor along with the most recent 
“handouts” from the last 2 months.  Please remember that you can take any of the extra 
paper copies in the folder.  The Newsletter as well as all “handout” summaries for a 
particular program will be contained in a folder specifically for that program date e.g. 
Newsletter as well as “handout” summary for program on 1/12/10 are contained in a 
separate folder.  Each program date will have its own folder.  If you do not find a copy in 
the manila “extra” folder, you will have to copy from the permanent file binder.  If the staff 
has trouble finding the folders, please let me know. 
 
 More importantly, electronic PDF copies of the Newsletter and the “handouts” 
summary for our monthly program can be obtained electronically as PDF files from our 
Library’s Genealogy Blog called “Tony’s Genealogy Blog at the Schaumburg Township 
District Library”.  This is a WordPress blog that you can reach directly at: 
 
   http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
 Look on the right side of the blog for links within the “Newsletter” category and the 
“Program Handouts” category.  You can read the material online, download as a PDF file to 
your computer or print it from the blog. 
 
 If anyone needs to contact me via e-mail, you may reach me at the Schaumburg 
Township District Library at: 
 
     akierna@stdl.org 
 
 Or if you need to reach me the old fashioned way by phone, please contact me 
through the Schaumburg Township District Library at 847-923-3390.  I now can 
also be reached by direct FAX at the Schaumburg Township District Library.  The 
FAX number in Reference is 847-923-3335. 
 
 I am at the library each Monday, Tuesday (except on program dates) and 
Wednesday morning from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the Reference Office should you need to 
meet me to obtain assistance in your research plan.  Please let me know in advance if you 
plan on dropping in on these days so we can schedule a convenient time slot within those 
hours. 
 
Tony Kierna - Genealogy Coordinator/Schaumburg Township District Library 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
MARCH 10, 2020 GENEALOGY PROGRAM TOPIC 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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Our next genealogy program will take place on Tuesday evening, March 10, 2020.  
 

We will have another “break-out” session for our gathering on March 10, 2020.   Our 
previous attempts proved to be quite a good success.  I would like us to build on those 
successes and afford those participants the opportunity to meet with those again or sample 
other groups.   
 

After an initial introduction of new participants at the start of our normally scheduled 
meeting, we will establish our “breakout” groups at approximately 7:45 PM.  We would have 
these breakout discussions from about 8:00 PM until about 9:30 PM.  These groups would 
consist of about 7 to 8 participants.  They would discuss some common topic of genealogy 
that interests them or from which they could learn even more to assist their research from 
sharing with others in the group and learning from others within the group. 
 

The groups we previously tried seemed to work out quite well.  I want to go with 
those same groups and am open to suggestions to attempt to add others or delete those 
that may not have a following. 
 

I want to reconvene the following groups: 
 
  Polish Researchers 
  German Researchers 
  Czech Researchers 
  Irish Researchers 
  Italian Researchers 
  British Researchers 
  Scandinavian Researchers 
  Colonial Americans Researchers 
  DNA/Adoption Researchers (NEW as of 12/16!) 
 

I also will have a Beginner’s Group that I will lead. 
 

We will also have the computer in the room for anyone to access the internet. 
 

I would also encourage participants to bring their personal laptop or netbook to 
these sessions and tap into the internet via our WiFi network.  I saw many researchers 
doing this at our last breakout session and they found it very productive to access internet 
information while being in one of the groups if they wanted to show something to someone 
else at the table. 
 

Please remember that the group’s composition is based on the numbers that will 
participate.  If only one person is present to participate in the Polish group, then we cannot 
have a Polish group that evening.  I cannot guarantee there will be enough participants to 
form a group.  In that case I would always recommend participating in another ethnic group 
of interest if that is also in your research interests or join me at the Beginner’s Group. 
 

The key to this effort is to be flexible in selecting a group to work with. 
 

I look forward to our next “break-out” session on March 10, 2020. 
 
Doors will open at approximately 7 p.m. so you can pick-up handouts, review books 

and journals, and network with other participants. Tony Kierna will start the program at 
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7:30 p.m. with introductions of new participants and a brief review of handouts and 
genealogical matters. 

 
For further information, contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
 
You may visit the library’s web page at: 

 
   www.SchaumburgLibrary.org  
 
to view a Calendar of Events section of the library web page for this program and for many 
more non-genealogical programs offered by our library. 
 

You can also visit the Genealogy Blog of the library that is authored by Tony Kierna.  
Visit the blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com for all things related to 
genealogy and the genealogy programs at the Schaumburg Township District Library. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
WELCOME TO ALL NEWCOMERS 
 
 Glad you could join us as you embark on a rather adventurous journey into the 
unknown and far-reaching past!  Please see me so I can get to know you and the details of 
the “journey” you plan to take.  Make sure you receive from me a special “newcomer” 
package of materials that will help you take your first big steps. 
 
 I would greatly appreciate your taking the time to fill out and return to me a simple 
questionnaire that I use to better understand areas of research into which you may delve as 
well as your having access or not to a home personal computer. 
 
 Please feel free to become acquainted with the Genealogy Collection at Schaumburg 
Township District Library.  Our book material is generally located in the 929.1XXXX to 
929.3XXXX sections of both the Circulating Collection as well as the Reference Collection.  
The library also has a Video, Audio and Microform Collection of Genealogy material located 
in the AV-Department.  The materials in AV are also identified in the same Dewey number 
range as the printed material.  These are two great browsing areas for you to review 
introductory material. 
 
 For book material I would like to recommend as a starter a book titled Unpuzzling 
Your Past: A Basic Guide to Genealogy, 4th Ed. by Emily Anne Croom (929.1 CRO).  A 
companion book that would follow Unpuzzling Your Past is The Genealogist’s Companion & 
Sourcebook also by Emily Anne Croom (R 929.1 CRO).  These two books present a good 
place to begin familiarizing yourself with the field of Genealogy.  Feel free to review these 
books. 
 
 If you have access to the Internet, you may want to check out a “How To Make A 
Family Tree” web page that appears at the National Genealogical Society web site.  The 
address is: 
 
  http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/How_to_make_a_family_tree  
 

http://www.schaumburglibrary.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/How_to_make_a_family_tree
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Our participants are a great group of friendly people who are willing to help each 
other in their quest to discover their ancestors.  Don’t be shy to mingle!!  You may be 
sitting next to a long, lost relative!? 
 
 Welcome to the group! 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
WHO WE ARE AND WHERE WE ARE LOOKING - FOLLOW-UP 
 
 Here is an update on our participant information that I am tracking.  My database to 
date includes information on 246 participants that have returned a filled-out questionnaire 
to me over many years.  (In fact, the questionnaire has just recently been revised as of 
March 2018 to include questions on family trees being uploaded and to what locations and 
DNA testing as well as through which companies.  The questionnaire has also been revised 
to allow multiple responses to a variety of the questions. The revised questionnaire is now 
included in all of the “Welcome” packages I hand out to new participants at our monthly 
program.  Those that may have submitted the “old” questionnaire to me are certainly 
welcome to submit the new updated one back to me.  I bring extra copies of this revised 
questionnaire to our program just for that purpose for those interested in filling out the new 
revised one.)  I have received updates from many of you since our last meeting.  You truly 
are a very sharing group in your willingness to share your personal information with others 
attending our genealogy program concerning your research efforts. 
 
 From the filled-out questionnaires that have been returned to me, the numbers show 
that program participants are searching for a total of 1,937 surnames among all of the 
individuals. 
 
 Remember, that I will bring to the program a current group report that I would 
appreciate you reviewing and marking any additions, deletions or changes for your 
particular information that you would like me to make onto the report itself.  Look for the 
red binder in the area of the handout material at our programs.  I will make 
additions/deletions to the participants that will be reflected in the listing of participants 
contained in the red binder. 
 
 Any feedback from you is welcome concerning the report and the material included 
in it.  I do occasionally make typos or I possibly misread what you provided. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
SHORT TAKES / POTPOURRI 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter December 26, 2019, 
January 3, 2020, January 3, 2020, January 6, 2020, January 7, 2020 and January 10, 2020 
and are copyright 2020 by Richard W. Eastman.  They are re-published here with the 
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permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is available at 
http://www.eogn.com. 
 
How Artificial Intelligence is Helping Identify Thousands of Unknown Civil 
War Soldiers (December 26, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · December 26, 2019 · History, Photography · 2 Comments  

 

Norman Spencer Pierce 

Another great use of modern technology: 

David Morin in Exeter, N.H. owns a collection of more than 260 Civil War military 
pictures. Until now, many of the men in the photos remained a mystery to him — but in the 
course of the last year, he identified many of them by using Civil War Photo Sleuth, a 
website that uses facial recognition technology, a form of artificial intelligence (A.I.), to 
identify the men in such photos. And in 2020 the site is planning to add a new feature, after 
a successful test: a way for users to get second opinions on potential photo matches. 

“Today history is so much better documented and the chances of things living on are 
so much greater,” says Morin. 

Thanks to Morin’s efforts, a new online web site was created. Civil War Photo 
Sleuth at https://www.civilwarphotosleuth.com/ is a website that uses facial recognition 
technology, a form of artificial intelligence (A.I.), to identify the men in such photos. Best of 
all, YOU can upload any Civil War photos you have and this crowd-sourced web site may be 
able to identify the person in the photo. 

You can read this interesting story in an article by Olivia B. Waxman published in the 
Time magazine web site at: https://time.com/5749059/civil-war-photos/. 

 
 

http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/12/26/how-artificial-intelligence-is-helping-identify-thousands-of-unknown-civil-war-soldiers/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/history/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/photography/
https://blog.eogn.com/2019/12/26/how-artificial-intelligence-is-helping-identify-thousands-of-unknown-civil-war-soldiers/#comments
https://www.civilwarphotosleuth.com/
https://www.civilwarphotosleuth.com/
https://www.civilwarphotosleuth.com/
https://www.civilwarphotosleuth.com/
https://time.com/5749059/civil-war-photos/
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Get Those Records, Tapes and CDs Onto Your Smartphone (January 3, 2020) 

Dick Eastman · January 3, 2020 · Preservation · One Comment  

Want to preserve family photographs, 
videos, and audio recordings? I wouldn’t use a smartphone for the purpose of archiving 
things for years. However, having those items conveniently saved on a phone is a great 
method for sharing them with relatives at reunions, holiday events, and other family get-
togethers. 

J. D. Biersdorfer has published an article in the New York Times that should interest 
many genealogists: 

“A huge amount of the world’s audio has been digitized, but many veterans of the 
Analog Age still have out-of-print albums, lectures and other content locked on vinyl 
records, cassettes and CDs. Converting the audio to digital formats for personal use is much 
simpler than it used to be, though, thanks in part to gadgets that connect to a computer’s 
USB port. 

“In addition to making files that play on your smartphone or media server, digitizing 
your analog audio creates an electronic archive you can store online for safekeeping. The 
steps for converting your old recordings vary on the formats and equipment you have, but 
here’s a general outline of the process and the equipment you may need.” 

The full article is available at: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/25/technology/personaltech/digitize-analog-audio.html. 

Works from 1924 are Now in the Public Domain (January 3, 2020) 

Dick Eastman · January 3, 2020 · Legal Affairs · 3 Comments  

For years, genealogists learned that anything published prior to 1923 is 
now considered to be in the public domain. In other words, there are no copyrights on these 

https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/03/get-those-records-tapes-and-cds-onto-your-smartphone/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/preservation/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/03/get-those-records-tapes-and-cds-onto-your-smartphone/#comments
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/25/technology/personaltech/digitize-analog-audio.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/25/technology/personaltech/digitize-analog-audio.html
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/03/works-from-1924-are-now-in-the-public-domain/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/legal-affairs/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/03/works-from-1924-are-now-in-the-public-domain/#comments


 8 2/4/2020 

older works and they may be copied or reproduced freely. However, the date of early 
copyrights changed last year. 

Starting on January 1, 2019, anything published in the United States in 1923 (or 
anything published prior to 1924) is now considered to be in the public domain. Now the 
new year has pushed the date out another year. 

Starting on January 1, 2020, anything published in 1924 (or anything published prior 
to 1925) is now considered to be in the public domain. 

It’s time to (legally) republish some of those old family history books! 

See https://web.law.duke.edu/cspd/publicdomainday/2020/ for further details. 

Interment.net adds 368,000 Cemetery Records in the month of December 2019 
(January 6, 2020) 

Dick Eastman · January 6, 2020 · Online Sites · No Comments  

The following announcement was written by Interment.net: 

January 3, 2020, Menifee, CA — Interment.net 
published 368,107 cemetery records covering 59 cemeteries in 20 US states in the month of 
December 2019. They are now available for free viewing to the general public by visiting 
http://www.interment.net/new.htm. 

These records were acquired mostly from city and county offices as well as cemetery 
sextons. Most of these records include dates of birth, death, and burial, and many include 
plot locations and names of funeral homes. 

States and counties covered in these records… 

Alaska (Matanuska-Susitna Borough) 
Colorado (Boulder, El Paso, Weld) 
Florida (Alachua, Lake, Osceola) 
Idaho (Ada) 
Illinois (Douglas, Logan, Kane, Sangamon, Winnebago) 
Iowa (Johnson, Clay) 
Kentucky (Jefferson) 
Massachusetts (Worcester) 
Michigan (Charlevoix) 
Minnesota (Ramsey) 
Nebraska (Dodge) 
North Carolina (Iredell) 
North Dakota (Cass) 
Ohio (Franklin, Lucas, Montgomery) 
Oklahoma (Ellis, Oklahoma) 
Texas (El Paso, Gillespie) 

https://web.law.duke.edu/cspd/publicdomainday/2020/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/06/interment-net-adds-368000-cemetery-records-in-the-month-of-december-2019/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/06/interment-net-adds-368000-cemetery-records-in-the-month-of-december-2019/#respond
http://www.interment.net/
http://www.interment.net/new.htm
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Utah (Salt Lake) 
Virginia (City of Richmond, Bedford) 
Wisconsin (Juneau, Waukesha, Richland) 
Wyoming (Fremont, Johnson, Park) 

All records were left unedited to reflect the same information exactly as appears 
from their original sources. 

Since 1997, Interment.net has published transcriptions of cemetery records acquired 
from genealogists, government agencies, churches, and cemetery sextons. To date, more 
than 25 million records are available online for free, unlimited access. 

Genealogists may browse or search the full archive, or contribute their 
transcriptions, by visiting http://www.interment.net. 

RootsWeb Mailing Lists to be Discontinued (January 7, 2020) 

Dick Eastman · January 7, 2020 · Announcements, Business News, Online Sites · 33 
Comments  

The following is from an email message sent to many RootsWeb users from the 
RootsWeb administrators: 

Beginning March 2nd, 2020 the Mailing Lists functionality on 
RootsWeb will be discontinued. Users will no longer be able to send outgoing emails or 
accept incoming emails. Additionally, administration tools will no longer be available to list 
administrators and mailing lists will be put into an archival state. 

Administrators may save the emails in their list prior to March 2nd. After that, 
mailing list archives will remain available and searchable on RootsWeb. 

As an alternative to RootsWeb Mailing Lists, Ancestry message boards are a great 
option to network with others in the genealogy community. Message boards are available 
for free with an Ancestry registered account. 

Thank you for being part of the RootsWeb family and contributing to this community. 

Sincerely, 
The RootsWeb team 

Irish Research Trip – October 2020 (January 10, 2020) 

Dick Eastman · January 10, 2020 · Travel · No Comments  

https://www.interment.net/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/announcements/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/business-news/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/#comments
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/#comments
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/10/irish-research-trip-october-2020/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/travel/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/10/irish-research-trip-october-2020/#respond
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The following announcement was written by Donna M Moughty: 

 

January 6, 2020 – Genealogy Research Trip to Dublin and/or Belfast, Ireland 
Sarasota, FL — Donna Moughty, a professional genealogist and specialist in Irish research, 
will be taking a group of researchers to Ireland in October of 2020. This will be the 8th year 
for the trip. The Belfast Research Trip from Oct 10-17, 2020 will visit the Public Records 
Office of Northern Ireland, the Ulster Historical Foundation, the Linen Hall Library, the North 
of Ireland Family History Society and the Ulster American Folk Park and Mellon Library for 
Emigration Studies. The Dublin Research Trip from October 17-24, 2020 includes the 
National Library of Ireland, National Archives, General Register Office, Valuation Office, EPIC 
and the Irish Family History Centre and the Registry of Deeds. In both cases, other 
repositories can be scheduled as needed. This is a research trip, as opposed to a tour with 
each day spent in a repository with assisted research. Because research in Ireland is highly 
dependent on time and place, researchers must know where in Ireland their ancestor was 
born. 

The trip includes accommodations (including breakfast each day), two hours of pre-
trip consultation, orientation and assistance at the research facilities and two dinners. Each 
trip is limited to 15 researchers, however, non- researching companions are welcome to join 
you. For further information visit https://www.irishfamilyroots.com/2020-research-trips. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
   
LOCAL GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY NEWS/PROGRAMS 

 
Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society 
 

The next meeting of the society will take place on March 7, 2020.  The program is 
titled “Preparing to Write and Publish: Tips and Tricks for the Writer”.  The presenter for the 
program will be Regina Yuill. 

     
This meeting will take place at the Palatine Public Library, 700 N. North Ct., Palatine, 

IL 60067 at 10:00 AM.  There is a round table discussion that takes place at 9:00 AM prior 
to the main meeting/program that starts at 10:00 AM.  Participants are invited to attend 
this round table and bring their research questions for discussion. 

 
If attending the program, please register yourself with the Palatine Public 

Library either online via their calendar of events or give them a call at (847) 358-
5881.  

https://www.irishfamilyroots.com/2020-research-trips
https://www.irishfamilyroots.com/2020-research-trips


 11 2/4/2020 

 
You may visit the society web page at: 

 
   http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  
 
 Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 
program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
DuPage County Genealogical Society 
 

Please note that meetings that will take place for the society will occur 
between September 2019 and May 2020.  The September 2019 program will occur 
at the DuPage County Historical Museum located at 102 E. Wesley Street in 
Wheaton, IL.  The October 2019 through May 2020 programs are once again 
taking place at the Wheaton Public Library in the Lower Level.  The address of the 
library is 225 N. Cross St. in Wheaton, IL.  Please note the times for refreshments 
and the program.  Refreshments are offered at 6:30 PM.  The meeting will start at 
7 PM and last till no longer than 8:45 PM. 

 
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the DuPage County Genealogical Society will 

take place on Wednesday evening, February 19, 2020 between 7:00pm to 8:30pm at the 
Wheaton Public Library located at 225 N. Cross Street in Wheaton, IL.  Refreshments are 
offered at 6:30pm.  The program scheduled for that evening is “Navigating Autosomal 
DNA Results and Contacting Matches”.  The speaker for the program will be Robert 
Sliwinski.  

 
Autosomal DNA testing such as Family Finder or Relative Finder are THE most 

available direct to consumer DNA test at affordable prices available from Ancestry DNA, 23 
and Me and Family Tree DNA. I call these tests the “cousins test” and provides information 
about geographic ethnicity and cousin matches. Also covered are ways to navigate match 
results for each of the three companies and methods to contact matches. 

 
You may visit the society's web page at: 

 
    www.dcgs.org 
 
The society also has a blog that you can visit to find out about “this and that” related 

to the society as well as find genealogical tips.  You can visit the DuPage County 
Genealogical Society blog at: 

 
 http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 

http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
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 Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 
program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
Computer Assisted Genealogy Group of Northern Illinois (CAGGNI) 

 
The next regular meeting of CAGGNI will take place on Saturday morning, February 

15, 2020 at the NIU Conference Center in Hoffman Estates, IL at 10:30 am.  The program 
scheduled for this day is ”A Guide to An Archive Visit”.  The speaker will be Laura 
Cosgrove Lorenzana. 

Why visit an Archives? What to know before you go; the 'whys' behind the rules in 
an Archives; handling the materials available or 'To Glove or Not to Glove.' 

Laura Cosgrove Lorenzana is a consulting archivist, professional genealogist and 
lecturer. She has a BA in art history with a certificate in museum studies from the University 
of Illinois at Chicago and is a graduate of the ProGen Study Group 15 and the Forensic 
Genealogy Institute's Master Practicum. 

You may visit the organization web page at: 

    www.CAGGNI.org 
 
Please note that it has happened once in a while that the society may change a 

program schedule without actively sharing that fact.  Checking their web site may also not 
give you notice of such a change if they do not change the web site.  That is still the first 
place to check.  You may also want to contact someone at the society if a phone number is 
available to verify that a program is still scheduled as they had advertised.  That is always 
not available either. 
 
 We do our best here to try to be sure that information we convey about programs is 
accurate.  However, sometimes we are unable to convey changes unless we are made 
aware of those changes. 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
INTERNET INFORMATION 

http://www.caggni.org/
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The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter January 6, 2020, 
and January 10, 2020 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2020. They are re-
published here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is 
available at http://www.eogn.com 
 
What to Expect from FamilySearch in 2020 (January 6, 2020) 

Dick Eastman · January 6, 2020 · Online Sites · One Comment  

The following announcement was written by FamilySearch: 

Making fun personal and family discoveries at 
FamilySearch.org will be easier than ever in 2020. FamilySearch.org, the popular, free 
genealogy website, has announced some of its plans to enhance user experiences in 2020 
through select updates and improvements to records and Family Tree search capabilities. As 
a global leader in free family history discovery experiences, FamilySearch serves more than 
13 million users worldwide. 

In 2020, FamilySearch will add over 500 million new viewable digital images and 
searchable records online, ensuring more exciting discovery opportunities. The following list 
gives an idea of more fun innovation to anticipate. 

Sitewide Support for Additional Languages 

FamilySearch has a growing international user base and will translate core user 
experiences into additional languages in 2020. 

Family Tree 

The FamilySearch Family Tree is the world’s largest shared tree. In 2020, users will 
enjoy an improved merge experience. They will be able to learn more and more easily 
collaborate by combining duplicate profiles for common ancestors. 

The Latest Changes feature for ancestor profiles (FamilySearch person pages) will 
be enhanced, allowing users to see more details of all past edits and changes through the 
family tree view. 

The FamilySearch mobile app will release a cool new My Contributions feature 
available in both iOS and Android formats, with access on the website to follow. My 
Contributions will help users organize their family history work in three tabs: 

http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/06/what-to-expect-from-familysearch-in-2020/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/06/what-to-expect-from-familysearch-in-2020/#comments
http://familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/online-family-tree/
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/familysearch-person-pages/
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Stats. These stats summarize your contributions to the shared Family Tree. They will 
include sources and memories attached and persons added. 

Changes. This item is a list of all your activity in the shared Family Tree. Changes 
are organized by person, with the most recent on top. 

Private Persons. This tab shows you a list of the living and confidential people you 
have added to the Family Tree, allowing you to better manage them within your private 
space. Only you are able to see and modify these profiles. 

Memories 

A simple but powerful update in Memories will allow users to add topic tags to photos 
and documents uploaded to FamilySearch.org. This change will improve the ability to 
categorize memories that users add to their ancestors’ profiles and enable them to search 
for specific memories among those that have been uploaded. 

Users will also be able to “like” whole albums in FamilySearch Memories. Currently, 
they can only “like” individual photos and other memories so they show up in the My 
Likes section of their Memories gallery. 

Social Interactions and Social Media 

In 2020, FamilySearch will make updates to help improve social interactions between 
users on FamilySearch.org. For example, Family Tree users will find it easy to share the 
profile pages of their ancestors on social media channels. 

Searching Records 

A new tool, Explore Images, will be available for viewing new record images within 
days of their being digitized from archives worldwide and published on FamilySearch.org, 
not to mention the billions of other historical records images FamilySearch already has 
online. This feature will give users quicker and better access to images that aren’t yet text-
searchable. 

Indexers will be able to edit dates and places on indexed records. This feature is an 
expansion of the update from 2019 that allowed users to edit the name field on indexed 
records. 

10th Anniversary of RootsTech 

RootsTech, one of the largest genealogy conferences in the world, will once again be 
held at the historic Salt Palace in Salt Lake City, Utah, on February 26–29, 2020. The 
theme, “The Story of You,” will celebrate the many contributions that have been made in 
genealogy research and encourage attendees to reflect on their personal journeys. For 
seasoned researchers as well as beginners, the 300 breakout sessions, impressive keynote 
speakers, professional entertainers, and exciting events are sure to have something for 
everyone. 

https://www.familysearch.org/photos/
https://media.familysearch.org/familysearch-users-can-correct-name-indexing-errors/
https://www.rootstech.org/why-attend?gclid=CjwKCAiA58fvBRAzEiwAQW-hzSu3sVg0nV2WYjinHWh1nc_c3BT_fvGDPsKramVG2Nflo7v8PbO8GBoCp-EQAvD_BwE
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RELATED 

What’s Coming to FamilySearch in 2020 

FamilySearch 2019 Highlights 

About FamilySearch 

FamilySearch International is the largest genealogy organization in the world. It is a 
nonprofit, volunteer-driven organization sponsored by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. FamilySearch and its predecessors have helped millions of people make fun 
personal and family discoveries and connections for over 125 years. FamilySearch’s free 
services and resources can be accessed at FamilySearch.org or through more than 5,000 
family history centers in 129 countries, including the Family History Library in Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

Groups.io: The Do-It-Yourself Replacement for Disappearing Message Boards and 
Mailing Lists (January 10, 2020) 

Dick Eastman · January 10, 2020 · Cloud Services, Online Sites · 21 Comments  

There seems to be a trend amongst many online services to 
delete or scale back the services of the message boards and/or mailing lists that they offer. 
Most genealogists now know Ancestry.com recently announced that the Mailing Lists 
functionality on RootsWeb will be discontinued on March 2, 2020. 

See my earlier article at https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-
to-be-discontinued/ that includes the announcement from Ancestry.com as well as a 
number of comments from the company’s customers expressing displeasure with the 
announcement. If you are a user of Ancestry.com’s mailing lists on RootsWeb, you probably 
will want to read that announcement as well as the comments that followed it. 

I also posted a comment to that article: “In short, my advice to genealogists is the 
same as my advice to most anyone else: If you are unhappy with the service you have been 
using, look for alternatives. You are free to do so. That’s what free enterprise is all about. 
There is no monopoly.” 

Of course, Ancestry.com is not the only web site that is cutting back on mailing lists 
and/or message boards. Yahoo Groups has recently gone through a similar reduction in its 

https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/whats-new-in-familysearch-2020/
https://media.familysearch.org/familysearch-2019-genealogy-highlights/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/10/groups-io-the-do-it-yourself-replacement-for-disappearing-message-boards-and-mailing-lists/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/cloud-services/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/online-sites/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/10/groups-io-the-do-it-yourself-replacement-for-disappearing-message-boards-and-mailing-lists/#comments
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo
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many mailing lists (and the Yahoo Ham Radio mailing list I subscribe to is up in arms about 
the reduction!) 

Newsletter reader “Chris in CT” and a number of other newsletter readers asked 
similar questions: 

“Now that we know RootsWeb Mailing Lists are being discontinued, the question is 
what to do about it. Several people have recommended Groups.io as a substitute. What do 
you know about it? What other alternatives would you suggest that respect privacy?” 

Of course, the highly-popular Facebook offers somewhat similar services, allowing 
many people with similar interests to gather together and exchange messages about their 
favorite topic(s). However, many people refuse to use Facebook because of the company’s 
disreputable business practices and its open cooperation with Cambridge Analytica, the 
Russian government, and other providers of “fake news” as well as being swamped with 
questionable advertisements. In short, Facebook Groups doesn’t seem to be a very 
attractive alternative. 

RootsChat at https://www.rootschat.com/ (with no advertising) is popular in the 
United Kingdom but hasn’t enjoyed much popularity elsewhere. One possible solution is to 
expand RootsChat to handle thousands more worldwide messages; but, so far, there has 
been no announcement of any such plans. 

Of course, other genealogy mailing lists already exist at MyHeritage.com, 
FamilySearch.org, and a number of other web sites. However, these all seem to have 
similarities to the RootsWeb mailing lists; they are typically provided by one organization 
and are subject to the whims of the managers of those organizations. Such message boards 
therefore could be deleted or “frozen” at any time. 

In the comments to the original announcement at 
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/, several 
people suggested switching to Groups.io, a so-called “freemium” service that promises to 
be a great alternative. As mentioned by “jimella” in the comments section at 
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/: 

[Groups.io] “…offers the ability to send images and all other file types, either by 
adding them directly to each group’s web site or as attachments (with group moderator’s 
control over whether to allow the attachments), as well as searchable archives, topic 
threading, databases, wikis and more, and it has a very responsive support service. Quite a 
few people have tried both FB and groups.io, and they invariably then abandon FB. Unlike 
FB, groups.io makes a point of not monitoring what people do and does not sell personal 
details of any kind.” 

That sounds great! I decided to try Groups.io and to report on my experience here in 
this newsletter. 

Groups.io may be found at: https://groups.io/. According to that web site (I added 
bold text to some of the items I considered most important.): 

“Email Groups. Supercharged. 

https://www.rootschat.com/
https://myheritage.com/
https://familysearch.org/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/07/rootsweb-mailing-lists-to-be-discontinued/
https://groups.io/
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“A modern platform for online communities. Powerful management tools. Mobile 
ready. Free and paid plans. No ads, no tracking.“ 

“Easily integrate Feeds, Slack, Google Drive, Github, Trello, Email and soon even 
more services into your group.” 

“No Ads, No Tracking 

“We are a freemium service. We don’t run advertising and your data is never 
submitted to any ad tracking networks.” 

“Each group also has a calendar, chat, polls, a database section, a photos 
section, a files section, and a wiki. Also, groups can have an unlimited number of 
subgroups on your own subdomain.” 

“Mute topics and keywords, ensuring you only see the messages you’re interested in. 
Take advantage of better email delivery options, including receiving the first message only 
in each thread or receiving replies only.” 

“We make it easy for you to move your group to Groups.io. Take advantage of our 
advanced features. Host with a company dedicated only to groups, where groups aren’t just 
an afterthought.” 

There is a lot more information available at https://groups.io/ and especially at 
https://groups.io/static/features. 

In short, ANYONE can start a new discussion group on Groups.io. Any discussion 
board on that site alo may be used as a mailing list. As an example, I just started a group 
as a test for readers of this newsletter to “try it out.” I’ll describe that later in this article. 

Groups.io has been around for several years and appears to be very stable and 
reliable. You can read about the history of this site at: 
https://wingedpig.com/2014/09/23/introducing-groups-io/. 

To use Groups.io, you first must create a free user account. The web site promises 
that your information will remain private, will not be shared with any other organization 
(meaning no future spam-like email messages), the web site will not track you, and 
generally will protect your privacy. The Groups.io Privacy Policy may be found at: 
https://groups.io/static/privacy. 

Groups.io offers both free and paid accounts. I suspect most users use free accounts 
and probably will never upgrade to paid accounts. In any case, you should first sign up for a 
free account. If you later decide to add the extra features available in paid accounts, you 
can upgrade at any time. Pricing information may be found at: 
https://groups.io/static/pricing. 

After signing up, the next page you see doesn’t provide much information. However, 
you can click on “Find or Create a Group” to see all sorts of options. I first went to the 
SEARCH box and entered: genealogy 

https://groups.io/
https://groups.io/static/features
https://wingedpig.com/2014/09/23/introducing-groups-io/
https://groups.io/static/privacy
https://groups.io/static/privacy
https://groups.io/static/pricing
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The result was a list of 168 discussion boards about various genealogy-related 
topics! Some of them are designed to attract many users’ interests (such as the Mostly 
South-Jersey Genealogy Forum with 263 members) while others will attract smaller groups 
of very focused users, such as the “RIPPINGALE Family History” forum with 9 members. 

I also saw other forums about non-genealogy topics that have thousands of users. 
Most are in English, but a few are in other languages as well. If you read, write, and speak 
the language of your ancestors, you might want to search for a genealogy or history forum 
that is in that language! 

I searched for some of my interests and soon signed up for the “on-line meeting 
place where members of the Pittsfield Historical Society and anyone interested in the history 
of the town of Pittsfield, Maine can exchange information.” I selected the option to receive 
one email message every morning of all messages posted to that group the previous day, if 
any. (If there are no new messages, no email message is sent.) 

I could go on and on about all the features and options available in Groups.io but 
(1.) that would be a VERY long article and (2.) all that information seems to already be 
available in a well organized manner on the https://groups.io/ web site. I don’t see any 
need to duplicate the information that is already online and is easy to read. Instead, I would 
suggest you first spend some time exploring the https://groups.io/ site. 

I then decided to create a new group. The eogn@groups.io discussion board 
became available within 5 minutes after I first conceived the idea! In short, it was simple. 

The https://groups.io/ site is open and accessible to anyone who wishes to join and 
read or write messages there. Each user has an option to RECEIVE new messages in email, 
in the same manner as most mailing lists. I suggest the new tps://groups.io/ site be used 
as a “test bed” for experimentation. Please feel free to read and/or write messages as you 
wish so that you do not clutter up other message boards with your test messages. All I ask 
is to keep the posted messages clean with no profanity, no spam, and only content that 
your mother would approve of. In short, just be polite. 

Feel free to post messages such as: “This is a test message.” 

I am guessing this will not be an active message board for years and years. I suspect 
it will receive a flurry of activity for a while and then will receive fewer and fewer messages 
as time goes by. If I am correct, I will eventually delete the entire message board and focus 
on other things. However, if this new message board remains active, I will keep it open for 
as long as it receives usage. 

To subscribe to the new EOGN discussion group on groups.io, you can: 

1. Go to https://groups.io/g/eogn and subscribe manually. 
2. Or you can send a brief email messages to: eogn+subscribe@groups.io. 
3. Of course, you can always unsubscribe instantly at any time by sending a brief 

email message to: eogn+unsubscribe@groups.io. There is no need to ask someone 
else to unsubscribe you. You are always in full control of your options! 

https://groups.io/
https://groups.io/
https://eogn@groups.io
https://groups.io/
https://groups.io/
https://groups.io/g/eogn
mailto:eogn+subscribe@groups.io
mailto:eogn+unsubscribe@groups.io
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Please feel free to ask questions about articles posted in this newsletter, ask about 
obtaining research help in the areas where your ancestor(s) lived, ask about DNA, or 
discuss any other topics. 

Summation 

In short, in my brief test of Groups.io, I was impressed with the service. It is easy to 
use, is free (with an optional paid upgrade), can be used as a message board and/or a 
mailing list, works well on desktop, laptop, smartphones, and tablet computers, is available 
online and by email, accepts images, and more. Best of all, Groups.io does not spy on its 
users, does not collect and sell your personal information, includes a calendar, chat, polls, a 
database section, a photos section, a files section, and a wiki, as well as a lot more. 

I am impressed! 

Will Groups.io ever replace the RootsWeb mailing lists or any other discussion 
groups? I have no idea. However, it certainly seems to have the CAPABILITIES of replacing 
other groups. All it needs is interested users who will create and use genealogy groups on 
Groups.io. 

My suggestion? Try it! Go to https://groups.io/ to get started. 

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
   

 
PERIODICAL NEWS 
     
Your Genealogy Today 
 
 We have received the January/February 2020, Volume 5, Number 6 issue of Your 
Genealogy Today. 
 
 Key articles in this issue are: 
 
  “School Books and Report Cards” 
   By David A. Norris  
 
  David A. Norris looks at resources for researching your ancestor’s 
  school days. 
 
  “Riding into Town … “ 
   By Judy G. Russell 
 
  Judy G. Russell looks at how the law is changing with respect to DNA 
  and criminal investigations. 
 
  “Storytelling – Weaving Yarns into the Irish Family Fabric” 
   By Joe Grandinetti 
 

https://groups.io/
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  Joe Grandinetti looks at the importance of storytelling and your 
  Irish family history. 
 
  “Information Wanted” 
   By Diane L. Richard 
 
  Diane L. Richard looks at pursuing “lost” Civil War veterans and  
  Irish immigrants via newspapers. 
 
  “More Genealogy Adventuring on Virginia’s Eastern Shore” 
   By Monty Joynes 
   
  St. Leger “Monty” Joynes returns to the Eastern Shore for a genealogy 
  adventure vacation. 
 
  “For the Birds: Capturing Stories in Flight” 
   By Sue Lisk 
 
  Sue Lisk offers strategies for getting relatives engaged and talking about 
  family history. 
 
  “Leaving Your Genealogical Footprint” 
   By Robbie Gorr 
 
  Robbie Gorr offers tips on leaving a genealogical legacy for future 
  generations. 
 
  “Don’t Forget the Most Important Question” 
   By John M. Hoenig 
 
  John M. Hoenig advises: If you ask only one question, ask “Where?”. 
 
  “Romance in the Air” 
   By Sue Lisk 
 
  Sue Lisk suggests a few ways you might reveal some of the romance in 
  your ancestors’ lives. 
 
  “Researching Church Records in Louisiana” 
   By Leslie Michele Derrough 
 
  Leslie Michele Derrough reminds us that records at the Diocese in 
  Baton Rouge are not just for Catholics. 
 
  “Cleaning Up Your Data Can Reveal Unexpected Results” 
   By Dave Obee 
 
  Dave Obee says planning a research road trip might be the answer. 
 
 I thought that a good and timely article is one titled “Riding into town …”.  The 
author of the article is Judy G. Russell who is known as one of the foremost exports in 
genealogy and the law. 
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 Her article sheds light on the significant changes that have taken place over the 
years on how uploaded DNA genealogical data is currently being used by law enforcement.  
This is a short one-page article but it is important to be aware of how added protections 
have come into play for those of us that have submitted genealogical DNA testing, results of 
which were also added into the secondary GEDmatch DNA database to allow us to see more 
matches among a larger amount of DNA submitters. 
 
 Much fear has arisen for those submitting DNA for genealogy purposes that we might 
be contacted by law enforcement because our DNA results may have a match to what is 
considered a cold-case investigation in which DNA material was left behind by a criminal and 
saved by law enforcement for future use.  That future use is “now” as law enforcement has 
submitted that cold-case DNA for testing and then into GEDmatch.  Average DNA genealogy 
submitters have a fear about how law-enforcement could come down on them because they 
are matched to as yet an unidentified criminal that has a DNA connection to them. 
 
 In September 2019 new guidelines were announced by the United States 
Department of Justice (DOJ) on how the DNA genealogy matches can be used for further 
investigation.  The new rules went into effect in November 2019.  They govern all federal 
cases and all state and local cases where federal funds are used. 
 
 Here are the key elements of these new guidelines: 
 

• “No surreptitious use of DNA databases is allowed: no fake names to sneak a 
crime scene sample into a database.  Investigators have to identify 
themselves as law enforcement to testing companies, and they can only use 
databases that tell customers it’s being done.  That means, today, only Family 
Tree DNA, and GEDmatch can be used.  All other genetic genealogy 
companies – 23andMe, AncestryDNA, MyHeritage DNA and Living DNA – have 
policies against law enforcement use of their databases without a court 
order.” 

• “If police want to test somebody who hasn’t already tested, they need 
informed consent or a search warrant before they run that sample through a 
genealogy database”. 

• “Nobody should be arrested based only on a match in a genealogy database.  
A separate test matching the suspect’s individual DNA against the crime 
scene DNA is needed.” 

• “If a suspect is arrested, any other testing is to stop and all data about third 
parties is to be destroyed at some point whether the case is solved or not.” 

Those are some strong and powerful guidelines that should give the average 
genealogy DNA testing submitter some relief. 

 
The author of the article still points out there are some weaknesses with these 

guidelines such as: 
 

• “ … even though they do say that data collected from the databases is 
confidential, they don’t require that the identities of the test-takers whose 
DNA was used to identify suspects be protected in court filings”. 

• “Even street thugs who provide information to the police get tagged as 
“Confidential Informant 1” in typical cases”. 
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The author does note that while the guidelines are not perfect, they are a good start 
to provide added protections to casual genealogy DNA submitters. 

 
This article is worth making a personal copy for yourself, especially if you have 

submitted your DNA for genealogy purposes and have also uploaded your results to 
GEDmatch to capture further matches to your own results. 

 
I thought that another good article in this issue is one titled “Leaving Your 

Genealogical Footprint”.  The author of the article is Robbie Gorr. 
 
The author poses the question that while we may be great researchers for our family 

history, turning over every data stone that exists to discover and add more, we should be 
aware of how many “crumbs” we are leaving about ourselves in the data world that exists 
today for future generations to discover. 

 
The author notes that for himself he is a life-long bachelor, with no surviving siblings 

or descendants, making it even more important to leave a clear legacy footprint for future 
generations. 

 
The author suggests the following items to consider to utilize to ensure you leave a 

good legacy trail: 
 

• Census Records 

o If living in the same area for a lengthy period of time and also fulfilling 
the obligation to respond to the required census request as it occurs 
can be helpful to leave your legacy trace. 

o For those who are frequent movers, especially during a census period, 
your legacy trail may be a little more unpredictable as future 
generations need to expand their search for you outside of the normal 
community where you had normally lived. 

• Vital Records and Church Records 

o If you have been living in the same area as your parents AND have 
participated in church/community involvement over the years it is 
likely your trail of birth, baptism, confirmation, communion, marriage 
and death records from church and the local municipality has been 
left. 

o The author notes that if you have moved more frequently over the 
years, your church/municipal record trail may be there but may be 
more difficult to discover by future generations. 

o If you have been a mover over the years and have included 
international living, municipal/church records may be even more 
difficult to discover by future generations.  Marriage records in 
particular may be more difficult to discover simply because many 
weddings are taking place outside the normal community as a gesture 
of a special occasion.  These records for the marriage will be filed in 
that locality. 

o You will probably leave a local municipal legacy record for such things 
as land records, assessment rolls and property tax records when you 
are a homeowner. 
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o Inheritance records will possibly be part of your legacy trail.  Wills and 
probate records are part of this legacy trail. 

• Telephone and Community Directories 

o If you still have local telephone service, your name may appear in the 
print directories to be discovered. 

o However, if you only have cellular service, that may be another issue 
because listings of users of cellular service do not exist to be 
discovered in the future. 

• Social Media 

o You can leave your trail via social media such as Facebook, Twitter, 
Blogs and the like.  Over the years each has expanded its offering so 
that after your death, your social media presence still exists in a 
“memorialized” form.  But you need to establish your wishes of such a 
memorial continuance before your death. 

• Newspapers 

o Has anything been reported on you over the years in local community 
newspapers e.g. school accomplishments, sports accomplishments, 
marriage reports, graduation lists, real estate transactions etc. 

• Funerary Items 

o Have you made pre-paid funeral plans that may have included an 
obituary as well as your gravestone?  It could already have your name 
and birth year inscribed awaiting the final date when that happens. 

• Your Own Genealogical Research Material 

o Cardboard boxes, file cabinets of your research.  (Better if it is 
organized in some fashion.  Those who “cleanup” your materials after 
your death are notorious for just throwing out the material, especially 
if they have no idea what it is or how to go through it.) 

o Your computers, external hard drives, flashdrives and electronic 
devices. (Again, better to have shared with family log-in and password 
information before your death to allow them to access and possibly 
use all of your research material and the legacy trail you have left on 
yourself.) 

o Donate your research material to a society, archive, library where it 
may have a better chance of surviving.  Even that is not guaranteed 
for a lifetime as material is often discarded by such organizations in 
the future. 

Do what you can now within your own research to be sure there is a legacy trail for 
future discovery on you.  Get this all lined up now while you can to be sure your story can 
be found when you are gone. 

This is another great issue of Your Genealogy Today.  Many great articles in this 
issue.  Check out the Table of Contents I noted above to see which articles are of specific 
interest to your own research that you can learn from. 

 
You can find this most recent issue of Your Genealogy Today on the 2nd floor of our 

library on the magazine shelves.  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
BOOKS IN PRINT 

 
No New genealogy book added to the collection during this previous month. 

 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
SOFTWARE/HARDWARE 
 
The following articles are from Eastman’s Online Genealogy Newsletter December 24, 2019 
and January 2, 2020 and are copyright by Richard W. Eastman 2020.   They are re-
published here with the permission of the author. Information about the newsletter is 
available at http://www.eogn.com 
 
FamilySearch Releases GEDCOM Version 5.5.1 (December 24, 2019) 

Dick Eastman · December 24, 2019 · Genealogy Basics, Software · 15 Comments  

GEDCOM is an abbreviation that stands for 
GEnealogy Data COMmunications. In short, GEDCOM is the language by which different 
genealogy software programs talk to one another. 

GEDCOM was developed by the Family History Department of The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latterday Saints (LDS Church) to provide a flexible, uniform format for exchanging 
computerized genealogical data. 

(See my 2014 article, GEDCOM Explained, at 
https://blog.eogn.com/2014/05/24/gedcom-explained/ for a more detailed explanation of 
GEDCOM.) 

GEDCOM is not a program. Instead, it is a specification of the method that different 
genealogy programs should use to exchange data. The purpose is to exchange data 
between dissimilar programs without having to manually re-enter all the data on a 
keyboard. A GEDCOM file is a plain text file (usually either UTF-8, ANSEL or ASCII) 

http://www.eogn.com/
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
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https://edge.fscdn.org/assets/img/documents/ged551-5bac5e57fe88dd37df0e153d9c515335.pdf
https://blog.eogn.com/2014/05/24/gedcom-explained/
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containing genealogical information about individuals, and meta data linking these records 
together. 

All of today’s more popular genealogy programs will import and export GEDCOM 
data. However, the GEDCOM standard first adopted in 1985 did not envision today’s 
environment of multimedia files, such as digital pictures, video, audio, text files using non-
English alphabets (Cyrillic, Bulgarian, Hindi, Chinese, Japanese, Hebrew, and other 
languages), links to external data stored in the World Wide Web, and many more 
commonly-used standards of today. 

Over the years, the GEDCOM standard has been updated several times with each 
update adding new functionality and significantly improving the standard. However, because 
of the constantly evolving improvements in genealogy programs, data transferred via 
GEDCOM often has not been perfect. After transferring from one program to another, 
manual “clean-up” has often been required to fix any data that was not transferred 
properly. 

Now FamilySearch has released a new update: GEDCOM 5.5.1 

This is the first update in ten years. The new GEDCOM 5.5.1 standard may be found 
at: https://edge.fscdn.org/assets/img/documents/ged551-
5bac5e57fe88dd37df0e153d9c515335.pdf. The most important part of that document is 
listed in the section entitled Modifications in Version 5.5.1 that starts on page 6 of that 
document. 

While there are numerous changes and clarifications, perhaps the most interesting 
items are the new tags added in GEDCOM 5.5.1: 

EMAIL electronic mailing address 
FAX FAX address 
FACT A fact or characteristic. 
FONE Phonetic variation of a text. 
ROMN Romanized variation of a text. 
WWW Web Home page address. 
MAP Pertaining to maps. 
LATI value of a latitudinal coordinate pertaining to the place of an event 
LONG value of a longitudinal coordinate pertaining to the place of an event. 

What will the impact of GEDCOM 5.5.1 mean to non-programmers? 

Nothing will change immediately for most users. However, the new update does 
mean that the programmers who write the many genealogy programs will need to update 
their products and then release new updates. As these updated products become available, 
anyone using a newly-updated genealogy product that conforms to GEDCOM 5.5.1 can 
exchange data with more accuracy with anyone else who is also using a GEDCOM 5.5.1-
compatible genealogy program. 

GEDCOM 5.5.1 Specification: GEDCOM-L Addendum (January 2, 2020) 

Dick Eastman · January 2, 2020 · Software · 6 Comments  

https://edge.fscdn.org/assets/img/documents/ged551-5bac5e57fe88dd37df0e153d9c515335.pdf
https://edge.fscdn.org/assets/img/documents/ged551-5bac5e57fe88dd37df0e153d9c515335.pdf
https://blog.eogn.com/author/eogn/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/02/gedcom-5-5-1-specification-gedcom-l-addendum/
https://blog.eogn.com/category/software/
https://blog.eogn.com/2020/01/02/gedcom-5-5-1-specification-gedcom-l-addendum/#comments
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The GEDCOM standard was unchanged for many years. In the past few months, that 
status has changed dramatically. FamilySearch released the GEDCOM Version 5.5.1 
(although it appears to be a rather minor update to the earlier proposal for changes). Other 
people and organizations have recently published PROPOSED changes to the GEDCOM 
standard. You can find the recent articles in this newsletter about GEDCOM by starting at: 
http://bit.ly/2FbkCk1. 

Now the GEDCOM-L group in Germany has added a proposed addendum to the 
present GEDCOM standard. Here is the announcement written by that group: 

 

The addendum is prepared by the GEDCOM-L group, a working group initiated by the 
Computer Genealogy Society of Germany (CompGen). More than 20 developers of 
genealogical programs have been working since 2009 with the following goals: 

• to improve the communication between genealogy programs via GEDCOM files 
• to reduce data loss during export and import of GEDCOM files 
• to improve the common understanding and interpretation of the GEDCOM standard 
• to agree on common solutions, in order to improve the users’ satisfaction 
• to use the GEDCOM Standard 5.5.1 as its base 
• to add, when required, common user-defined tags for transferring data, where the 

standard does not offer solutions 

This document serves as an explanation of incorrect and wrong text parts of the 
GEDCOM Specification 5.5.1, interprets ambiguous statements of the specification, defines 
agreements for solving this situation and contains additional user-defined tags to allow 
extended functionality. 

It summarizes in one place the modifications, additions and, where necessary, 
explanations including new User-defined tags. This document is version controlled. In the 
past, this was documented on Wiki pages. 

The first release of the document is available at https://genealogy.net/GEDCOM/. 

The GEDCOM-L group is going on to discuss the data transfer in between genealogical 
programs. Later versions will include more results of the group, and have higher version 
numbers. 

We hope this documentation will help to improve data transfer in between other 
programs, too. 

  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

http://bit.ly/2FbkCk1
https://genealogy.net/GEDCOM/
https://genealogy.net/GEDCOM/
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FUNNY BONE 
 

Found some interesting genealogy humor images on Pinterest.  Thought I would 
share the link below to the entirety of what is all there.  Enjoy all of them. 
 

https://www.pinterest.com/lisal4/genealogy-humor/ 
 
Here are some interesting examples: 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.pinterest.com/lisal4/genealogy-humor/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
For An Even More Comprehensive List of All Kinds of Genealogy 
Programs Being Offered Locally and Even Nationally, Please Visit My 
Blog I Write for the Library and Look At My Page Titled “Calendar of 
Local Genealogy Events”.   
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Here Is A Direct Link To the Calendar: 
 
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-
genealogy-events/  
 
(Additions Since Last Newsletter Indicated With An “*”) 
 
Feb 11  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Planning An Ancestral Genealogy Trip” 
  Presented by Terri O’Connell 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Feb 19 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday, February 19, 2020 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St., Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2020 6:30 PM Refreshments.   
 Meeting/Program Presentation 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM. 

“Navigating Autosomal DNA Results and Contacting Matches”. 
 Presented by Robert Sliwinski. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
Mar 7  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, March 7, 2020. 
SAT  “Eastern European Research” 
2020             Presented by Daniel Earl 

Palatine Public Library.   
700 N. North Court.  Palatine, IL.   
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
Mar 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Apr 4  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, April 4, 2020. 
SAT  “The Nature of Genealogy” 
2020             Presented by Tony Burroughs 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/ 

 
Apr 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-genealogy-events/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/calendar-of-local-genealogy-events/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/


 30 2/4/2020 

TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Genealogy Lineage Societies: Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) And Others” 

  Presented by Michelle Wilson 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Apr 15 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St., Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2020 6:30 PM Refreshments.   
 Meeting/Program Presentation 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM. 

“American Migration Trails Westward”. 
 Presented by Steve Szabados. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
May 2  Northwest Suburban Genealogy Society.  Saturday, May 2, 2020. 
SAT  “Researching at the Newberry Library” 
2020             Presented by Becky Lowery 

Arlington Heights Senior Center.   
1801 West Central Road.  Arlington Heights, IL.   
Pre-Meeting Round Table/Helping/Sharing at 9:00 AM 
Speaker program starts at 10:00 AM 
Visit the society website at http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/  

 
May 12 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“The Different Genealogy DNA Tests: What They DO and DON’T Do 
For Your Research” 

  Presented by Barb Peterson 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
May 20 DuPage County Genealogical Society. Wednesday, May 20, 2020 
WED Wheaton Public Library, 225 N. Cross St., Wheaton, IL 60187.   
2020 6:30 PM Refreshments.   
 Meeting/Program Presentation 7:00 PM to 8:45 PM. 

“DPO Flow – A Beginner’s Look At Organizing Digital Photos”. 
 Presented by Caroline Guntur. 
 Society website at www.dcgs.org. 
 Society blog at http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/ 
 DuPage County History Museum website at www.dupageco.org/museum 
 
Jun 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum
http://www.nwsgenealogy.org/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://www.dcgs.org/
http://dupagecountygenealogicalsociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.dupageco.org/museum


 31 2/4/2020 

  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jul 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Investigating Your Infamous Ancestors” 
  Presented by Ray Johnson 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Aug 11  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Cobbler, Tailor, Trunkmaker: How My Grandpappies Made A Living” 
  Presented by Ginger Frere 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Sep 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Oct 13  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“Researching Your Chicago Ancestors” 
  Presented by Steve Szabados 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Nov 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 

“FamilySearch – The Digital Age” 
  Presented by Maureen Brady 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Dec 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2020  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jan 12  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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2021  PM. 
“To Be Determined” 

  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
*Feb 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 

“Explore U.S. Church Records for Genealogy: Find Family” 
  Presented by Jacquie Schattner 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Mar 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Apr 13  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
May 11 Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jun 8  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Jul 13  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Aug 10  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Sep 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Oct 12  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Nov 9  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 

“To Be Determined” 
  Presented by To Be Determined 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
Dec 14  Schaumburg Township District Library Genealogy Program.   
TUE 130 S. Roselle Road.  Schaumburg, IL, 60193.  7:30 PM.  Room opens at 7 
2021  PM. 
  “Break Out Sessions/Small Group Discussions” 
  No Speaker 
  Contact Tony Kierna at 847-923-3390. 
  Visit STDL Genealogy Blog at http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
http://genealogywithtony.wordpress.com/
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